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In Mr. Edward L. Wilson’s testimony that Water 
is Life in the Desert, there is fresh evidence that aman 
can safely carry his total abstinence principles around 
the world with him. There is no more necessity of 
drinking wine than of drinking spirits of turpentine, 
(although the temptation may be greater,) in Europe, 
Asia, or Africa—or in America. 

For flowers of poetry, this week, we have the Cen- 
tury Plant from Mr. Duffield, and the Night Bloom- 
ing Cereus from a venerable lady in New England, 
who was interested in a recent lesson from that flower 
in one of our editorial notes. And in our “ Worth 
Repeating ” column we print a fresh phase of the 
Egyptian legend as to the source of fragrant flowers 
and healing herbs ; a legend which has its correspon- 
dence in that of the Arabians concerning the tears 
of Adam and their results, which we lately recalled. 








There is nothing more hopeless than the attempt 
to escape from the presence and the power of God. 
This is not a comforting truth for those who are in 
rebellion against him; and yet it has a comforting 
side. “There is no refuge from God save in God,” 
says a Persian proverb. What an encouragement 
is that thought to those who have tried in vain for 
long years to banish God from their thoughts and 
themselves from his presence. After all their rebel- 
lion and all their sin, they have but to turn to him 
in penitence and faith, to find in God that refuge 
from God for which they have so vainly sought 








elsewhere. “God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble.’’ 

If there has been a summer vacation in your clags, 
or in your Sunday-school, now is the time to show its 
effect. If the vacation was all loss, it is high time 
that you started to regain some of its waste. If 
it really had its advantages, let them now appear. 
There are those who insist that a Sunday-school va- 
cation is worse than lost time. Some of this sort of 
persons are now watching your charge in proof of 
their assertion. There are others, however, who 
think that there is a gain in freshness and power in 
letting go, once in a while, for a new start. If you 
are of that number, you have a responsibility to 
make good your claim in that line. 


How easy it is to setts a _ even in the 
careful effort to point out another’s mistake. A new 
mote is likely to show itself in the critic’s eye, as he 
stretches it open in trying to pull out a beam from 
his neighbor’s eye. The blunders of Mr. George 
Washington Moon, in his attack on the Revisers, 
were 80 many and so varied, as to be confusing to 
our editorial eyesight ; and when we endeavored to 
pick out a couple of well-taken points from his nearly 
one hundred and fifty errors, we actually erred in 
one of our selections, as doubtless many of our readers 
have already observed. Referring to the Revision, 
at 1 Timothy 1: 20, and 2 Timothy 1: 15, we said 
that in one case there is no verb where the Revisers 
have retained the formerly supplied “is;” and that 
in the other case the verb in the original is “ is,” 
while the Revisers have changed it to “are.” In 
this we were at fault. The verb is “is” in both 
cases ; and the Revisers have changed it to “are” in 
one instance, while retaining it in the other. Our error 
does not affect the argument of our editorial, nor its 
application in this instance. Mr. Moon’s point was 
unconsciously well taken, as we suggested ; and the 
Revisers were inconsistent with themselves in their 
action—even more so than we at first showed. But 
in making a selection of an error of the Revisers, 
out of the long list of points so bunglingly made by 
Mr. Moon, we ourselves blundered, through one of 
those slips in transfer, which are so common to an 
editor—and so mortifying. 





“ Blood is thicker than water ;’’ and there are 
differences in blood. There is the blood of natural 
relationship ; the blood of a common parentage and 
acommon ancestry. This binds together a brother- 
hood more closely than can mere moneyed or social 
interests. But “ there is a friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother ;” one who is ‘bound to us by the 
heart’s blood of sympathy and confidence and unfail- 
ing affection. The blood of a true friendship is 
thicker than “ many waters.” And again, and above 
all, there is the blood tie of a brotherhood and a 
friendship, in the ‘bond that makes us one with Him 
by whose blood we have life and hope eternal. That 
blood-tie is strongest of all; and so it ought to be. 
The one new commandment which Jesus gave to his 
disciples was that they should love one another as 
fellow-Christians, as above all other human loves. 
And from the hour of his speaking that word until the 
present hour, the obeying of that commandment has 
found constantly fresh and ever beautiful illustrations 





in the course of his disciples. Some years ago the 
scholars in a Philadelphia Sunday-school contributed 
for the support and education of a girl in a mission- 
school in Syria. This is just the kind of work that 
the scoffers—especially the stingy scoffers—are in 
the habit of making sport of ; this asking children to 
give their pennies for some far-off, vague, and possi- 
bly useless missionary enterprise. But the money 
was faithfully applied—as money is more likely to 
be through a missionary society than through a bank, 
—and the Syrian girl was educated. She married a 
Syrian Christian, and the young couple went on mis- 
sionary service up the Nile. When the recent upris- 
ing in Egypt came, these Christian workers, with 
many others, were hurried down the Nile, and over 
to Malta. While huddled there with the seething 
mass of refugees, those homeless Christians asked 
themselves to whom they could turn for help or sym- 
pathy. The strongest tie of earth was, to them, the 
blood-tie of Christianity. Their nearest friends in 
that hour of need were those far off Philadelphia 
Christians with whom they were one in Christ. So, 
uninvited and unadvised, they started over the sea to 
England, and thence over the ocean to America. 
Utter strangers in this land, they here patiently 
sought out their way to the superintendent of that 
Sunday-school, and when they found him, they said 
they were sure he had not lost his interest in them ; 
and now they were ready to take his counsel as to 
their better course of future action. The next Sun- 
day the two Syrians were in the Philadelphia Sun- 
day-school ; and one who had been a scholar there 
said he had never before so realized the truth of the - 
promise, “ Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou 
shalt find it after many days.’’ Such incidents as 
this give proof that it may still be said with truth: 
“How these Christians love one another.” 





USING THE GRACE WE HAVE. 


Human nature is prone to excuse itself. The first 
natural impulse which springs up in the mind of one 
who has sinned or has erred, prompts him to seek for 
something on which he may throw the whole blame 
of his wrong-doing, or in which he may at least find 
a comfortable excuse for his weakness or his careless- 
ness. We all recognize this tendency in ourselves 
and others in merely human affairs ; it is to be feared 
that many are not so quick to notice it when it ap- 
pears in their own dealings with God. 

A strong temptation comes upon the Christian in 
the line of his besetting sin. Instead of meeting it 
with a firm front, he half resists and half encourages 
it. Ashe dallies with it, the temptation gains strength, 
until at last it holds him in its firm grasp, and he 
yields to it, faintly protesting—though in his inmost 
heart he knows it to be false—that he yields to forces 
which he cannot resist. In that moment of supreme 
defeat, when the awakened conscience brings back 
the memory of almost forgotten vows, the man is apt 
to give a sop to conscience by ascribing all to his own 
lack of divine grace. He inwardly congratulates 
himself on his humility in thus acknowledging his 
weakness in the sight of God, and adroitly shifts the 
responsibilty for his fall from himself to the Almighty, 
while he makes a virtue of his own half-heartedness. 

There are others, again, who are constantly praying 
for more grace, but who yet seem to make no progress 
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in their Christian life. They reached the level where 
they now stand many years ago, and they have kept 
on praying ever since for fuller showers of grace 
which never come. They wonder, and others won- 
der, why their prayers are not answered. They are 
really, without knowing it, in danger of dying of 
spiritual inertia. They make no use of the needed 
grace which God sends them; they keep up a con- 
stant outcry for grace, which, they imagine, will 
carry them, without any exertion of theirs, into their 
places in God’s eternal kingdom. 

Both the Christian who ascribes his falls to his lack 
of divine grace, and the Christian who expects that 
grace to be his servant of all work, make the same 
terrible mistake. Each fails to see the divinely 
ordained harmony of need and supply, and of use 
and further supply. Each thinks of grace as some- 
thing over which he has no control,—as some vague, 
mysterious power, outside of himself, which will fight 
his battles for him while he looks supinely on. Each 
forgets that no Christian is left without sufficient 
grace to resist the temptations which come to him, 
and to carry out the duties which lie before him 
The error of both takes its beginning in a complete 
misapprehension of what grace really is. 

Any power, any talent, any advantage given to 
man by God, is of grace. It has been given freely ; 
it is not a matter of barter; no equivalent for it has 
been received by him who gave it. The power which 
nerves the arm to daily work, which tones the brain 
to steady thinking, is grace as truly as that which 
enables the martyr to smile amidst the flames. The 
natural abilities which place one school-boy at the 
head of his class, are of the free grace of God just as 
truly as the sudden, supernatural grace which changes 
a Saul into a Paul. And the native acuteness of 
mind which gives power to the successful rogue, is of 
grace though it is most ungraciously used. That is 
grace which is given freely, whatever the gift may 
be, or however it may be used. 

And the part which grace has to play in life is an 
active one. Grace is for use; grace is for working 
with ; grace is for fighting with. Grace is a sword 


and a shield for assault and defence,—not a bomb- |. 


proof-magazine in whose stillness and calm one may 
breathe his life away, nor an iron-clad train in which 
he may be safely steamed to heaven, heedless of 
the shots of the enemy. “Temptations,” says Faber, 
“are the raw material of glory.” Trial and testing, 
hard work and temptation, have their God-appointed 
place in man’s life-experience, and in God’s alembic 
they will at last, if man hinder not, blend together 
into the abiding gold of character and achievement. 

Not until one realizes that grace is given for work 
and not for ease, is it possible for him to see the 
spiritual forces which are working with him and 
for him, in their true perspective. It is easy and 


-pleasant for the soldier of Christ to sit down and lose 


himself in ardent aspirations for victory; but it is 
not in that way that victory is won. That victory is 
no victory which does not mean a battle fought. 
There is a great deal too. much in the world, of the 
“ heavenly-mindedness” which expends itself in the 
contemplation of the joys of Paradise, which per- 
forms no duty which it can shirk, and whose constant 
prayer it is to be lifted in some overwhelming flood 
of divine grace and be carried, amidst the admiration 
of men and the jubilance of angels, to the very throne 
of God. Not until the rapt religious egotist who 
dreams such dreams, knows what grace really means, 
will he be apt to see how supremely contemptible and 
how utterly God-dishonoring are such “ heavenly- 
minded,” earth-neglecting fancies. 

In the ordinary temptations and trials of life there 
is usually more need of using the grace we have than 
of praying for more grace. Every one is conscious ot 
the possession of a certain degree of strength and ot 
ability, and daily duties and daily temptations present 
a splendid field for the exercise of these. That is what 
these powers were given for,—to be used in the every- 
day battle against the evil. There is no need for the 
Christian to be alarmed when a task seems too diffi- 





cult or a temptation too strong. © When the strength 
which we have is fairly set to work, it has a way of 
proving sufficient for the task to which it is set. And 
all that one has the right of asking is that the grace 
which is given him shall be sufficient. 

It is true that there are times when one’s strength 
is not enough for the tasks which are laid upon it. 
It is in times like these, when every effort has been 
put forth, and the soul, having done all, stands be- 
fore the great task, as yet unaccomplished,—the great 
temptation, as yet unconquered, that the cry may go 
up to God for more and sudden grace, with the as- 
surance that it will not remain unanswered. For 
him who has used the grace which God has already 
given, there is always “more to follow.” He has the 
promise that however great the burdens which future 
days may lay upon him, his strength shall be equal 
to them. He may have to go through the waters, 
and the waves may be cold and the current dark and 
strong, but he has the promise that God will pass 
through with him, to uphold him and to bring him 
in safety to the other side, In temptation he has the 
promise that God will provide a way of escape,—not 
a pleasant way, perhaps; not such a way as he him- 
self would have chosen; but a sure and sufficient way, 
for all that. 

No child of God can ever justly claim that he has 
sinned for lack of divine grace. Let us learn that 
lesson, and, learning it, cease to delude ourselves with 
the pleasing fiction that the fault of our sinning does 
not lie with ourselves. Let us diligently use the 
grace we have, and then cry aloud for the further 
help we need, knowing that it shall not be refused,— 
knowing that every grace which is utilized, prepares 
us for the richer grace which is to follow in the future. 
And when the need for it comes, there will be wrought 
for us that wonder of sudden unseen help, whose effect 
the world sees, though it knows not its cause. 

“ As torrents in summer, 

Half-dried in their channels, 
Suddenly rise, though the 
Sky is still cloudless, 

For rain has been falling 
Far off at their fountains ; 

“So hearts that are fainting, 
Grow full to o’erflowing, 
And they that behold it 
Marvel, and know not 
That God at their fountains 
Far off has been raining.” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Every once in awhile, some one who ought to know 
better starts out anew with the story, that the children of 
the present generation are growing up in the love of the 
Sunday-school and in the neglect of the sanctuary ; that 
the children who go to the Sunday-school do not gener- 
ally go to the other church services; and that in this 
particular the former days were better than these. The 
truth of the case is, that before the modern Sunday-school 
was introduced, children were hardly thought to have any 
souls—except in embryo; and as a consequence few of 
them “joined the church,” while they were children—or 
afterwards. The average child of to-day is a hundred 
years old in comparison with the child of a few genera- 
tions ago, in his knowledge and understanding of the 
truths of the gospel; and a hundred children. “ join the 
church” now from the Sunday-school, where one joined 
it from the general congregation a century ago. Then, 
and until half a century later, the possibility of child 
conversion was a debatable question, and the fact ofa 
child’s admission to the church was a subject of wonder ; 
but now, in these days when the Sunday-school is sup- 
posed by many to have the children’s first and chiefest 
affections, the church receives its larger share of mem- 
bership directly from the Sunday-school. A single illus- 
tration of this truth is given in the following letter from 
Dr. L. W. Munhall, the general secretary of the Indiana 
Young Men’s Ohristian Association : 

During the eight months, ending with June 30, last, upwards 
of sixteen hundred persons publicly professed saving faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, in meetings that I conducted. Fully 
one thousand of this number were from the Sunday-schools, 
and between thirteen and twenty-one years of age. I personally 
conversed with each of these ; and the thing that impressed me 


| most was the readiness and ease with which they received Jesus 
’ Christ to be their God and Saviour. I never before so fully 





appreciated the value of Sunday-school teaching. I can do no 
less than bear this simple testimony. 

Will anybody claim that one-half as many children 
and young people, as are here reported as led to an open 
confession of their faith in Christ in a single field during 
two-thirds of a year, were similarly led during ten years 
prior to 1820 or 1815 (when Sunday-schools were gener- 
ally introduced into the United States), in the churches 
of any entire state of our Union? We think not. 


It is easy enough to give advice; but it is not always 
easy to decide what is good advice—whether we are to 
give it or to take it. Nor does God intend that any one 
of his children shall lift from any other a!) respousibility 
of personal decision as to the course of duty in an emer- 
gency. Each person must stand or fall to his own master. 
The most that one can properly do for another toward 
settling a question of duty, is by making clear the general 
principle on which that question should be settled. The 
application of the principle to the particular case in hand 
must remain for the person who is to act, and who is to 
take the consequences of action. This truth must be 
borne in mind in considering such a letter as the follow- 
ing, from a young lady in New England: 

I have just been reading the “ Illustrative Applications ” on 
the lesson for July 30, in The Sunday School Times, and being 
very anxious, and unable to settle certain questions therein 
suggested, I determined to ask your assistance. If you will 
kindly tell me your opinion, you will greatly help me. I feel 
so uncertain as to what God wishes me to do. I am living very 
quietly at home, with little to occupy me. Whether to seek 
work for which I’ve never been fitted, or to remain as I am, I 
know not. My life seems so empty and useless now. You say 
“There is something for us to do, at the Lord’s direction, in 
every hour of our earthly course.” I know not if I am doing 
that ‘‘something,” but I want to know. I have a pleasant 
home, yet I have some trials which are very hard to bear, and 
I become greatly discontented and dissatisfied, and long for 
change. But how to know what God wishes,—there seems 80 
little to do here. If you can form any idea from this, and will 
give me your opinion, you will greatly oblige a sincere 
inquirer, 

Sometimes there is no doing more important than just 
waiting and watching. A sentry on picket, or a lookout 
on shipboard, may have nothing to do except to wait and 
watch. His life may seem empty and useless now; yet 
he has no right to quit his post or to change his work 
until he is regularly relieved. Of course he has his trials, 
which are very hard to bear, especially if the weather is 
cold, or the night is stormy, or if an occasional shot from 
the enemy whistles about his ears, and he doubtless longs 
for a change; but those trials are inseparable from that 
kind of duty-doing, and the change cannot rightly come 
until his round of service there is atanend. A child 
may be told by a parent to go and stand at a certain 
corner and wait. It may be in the parent’s plan to come 
around by that corner and take that child along else- 
where, for a rare pleasure trip, or for a most important 
active service. The child, however, knows nothing about 
this ; the word to him is only to wait. Could that child 
hope to improve its prospects or to better prove its 
fidelity meanwhile by moving from that corner, than by 
waiting there? Who would have any doubt on this 
point? Again, one’s present duty—and one’s present 
duty is always the supreme duty for the hour—may be 
in a line of great trial, and of seemingly little good ; but, 
so long as it is one’s duty—one’s supreme duty—it can- 
not be shirked to God’s glory or to one’s own advantage. 
The chief question, therefore, is, Am [ where God seems 
to want me just now? not, Am I where I should think 
God ought to want me? No one has a right to leave a 
post of seeming duty unless God calls that one by his 
plain providences, or by the explicit teachings of his 
word, to go elsewhere. If. person feels that he is called 
to go as a missionary, or to prepare to preach, or to teach, 
or to make shoes, or to sell dry goods, then, he can fairly 
ask himself if he has a right to leave his present post of 
duty. It may be a person’s duty deliberately to look over 
his present field of service in comparison with other fields, 
in order that he may know whether he has a righ‘ to 
remain where he is; but if he decides to go elsewhere it 
should be on the conviction that God has opened the 
new field, or the new path before him, and that it is the 
field of fields, or the path of paths for him to enter. In 
other words, the true test of fidelity on the part of a chiid 
of God is not the apparent results of his labors, but his 
willingness to labor or to wait, to do a great deal, or 
seemingly to do nothing, at the command of God. If 
Peter had been as faithful in keeping awake when set at 
watch for a single hour in Gethsemane, as he was zealous 
in swinging a sword for a needless fight in the next hour, 
it would have been more to Peter’s credit, and more in 
accordance with his Master’s will. , Paul was in advance 
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of Peter, when he could say: “I have learned in what- 
soever state I am, therein to be content. I know how to 
be abased, and I know also how to abound; in every- 
thing and in all things have I learned the secret both to 
be filled and to be hungry, both to abound and to be in 
want.” Paul’s standard, so fer, ought to be our standard. 
Wherever God, by his providence, sets us at duty, there 
we ought to remain—doing or enduring as the place 
demands—until he calls us to go elsewhere, or until we 
see clearly—and that in itself makes a providential call— 
that elsewhere is the place for us. 





A CENTURY PLANT. 
BY THE KEV. SAMUEL W. DUFFIELD. 


The souls that flutter hither, 
Are struck by a poisonous breath ; 
They tremble and droop and wither, 
And suddenly sink to death. 


I cannot find if I tarry, 

One spirit pure and white ; 
One single life to carry 

The torch of a saving light. 


Yet here, in the window, basking 
In the tropical heat of the sun, 
I find, without my asking, 
A century’s work begun. 


The green and silvery lustre 
Spikes up in a formal way ; 

And the aloe’s leaves in cluster 
Are waiting their triumph-day. 


How swiftly the sinful fashion 
Is breathed upon and dies ! 

How changed beyond its passion, 
This thing of the earth can rise! 


Eternity fades as we view it, 
But Time blooms into an age— 
Like pleasure, when none knew it, 
And the poem beyond the page. 


Pass onward, ye silks and satins ! 
Pass onward, ye lives that die! 
This aloe and I keep matins 
For a day that shineth high ! 


And ye shall be soft and tender, 
And this shall be sharp as thorn ; 

But the solemn world shall render 
The truth that to-day is born ! 





THE KNOWLEDGE OF SIN. 
BY TALBOT W. CHAMBERS, D. D. 


The Bible being the record of a progressivé revelation 
made “by divers portions,” we naturally find the later 
part an advance upon the earlier, the New Testament 
being a fuller disclosure of truth than the Old. Yet 
there is at least one exception. In both Testaments, as 
indeed in nearly all of even the merely natural religions, 
repentance is recognized as an indispensable condition 
of spiritual life and progress. The precept with which 
our Lord and his forerunner alike commenced their 
respective ministries (Matt. 3:2; 4:17) simply re-echoes 
what the Jews had often heard before. But the nature 
of this duty, its extent, its characteristic features, its 
motives, and its effects, are nowhere in the Greek Scrip- 
tures set forth with so much fullness, precision, and 
power as they are in one of the famous lyrics of the 
Psalter,—the fifty-first. The grievous sins into which 
David was allowed to fall in his advanced years, and 
which gave such great occasion to the enemies of the 
Lord to blaspheme, were made the occasion, in God’s 
wondrous providence, of furnishing the profoundest and 
most pathetic delineation of genuine penitence the world 
has ever seen. The so-called Penitential Psalms are 
seven in number, but this one leads the list, and is by 
far the most expressive and thorough. After the lapse 
of thirty centuries, its living words still quiver with the 
emotion of the broken-hearted penitent, and its wail of 
godly sorrow instructs while it quickens the thoughtful 
reader. It sees sin as no uninspired man ever saw it, 
and it apprehends mercy as no mere child of this world 
ever conceived it. 

So rich and incisive is this outpouring of a penitent 
spirit that even its seemingly casual utterances are 
fraught with significance. Take, for example, the third 
verse, “I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is 
ever before me;” where, however, the precise sense is hid- 
den by a mistranslation. The Hebrew verb, in the first 
clause, means simply fo know, and is so rendered almost 
everywhere else. Nor is there the least necessity for 
departing from that sense here, but rather great propriety 
in adhering to it. For David to say that he acknowledges 








his transgression is simply to say what is impl:ed in the 
first verse, and all the way through; nay, in the very 
conception of a penitential psalm. And, therefore, it 
would tell us nothing. But for him to say that now he 
knows his transgression, tells us much, for it directly 
implies that he did not know it before. And this is the 
astonishing fact, as we learn from the faithful record in 
the Second Book of Samuel. After the king perpetrated 
his double crime, his conscience appears to have gone to 
sleep. Days, weeks, months passed on, and his peace 
was unbroken. Whether he trusted in his official dig- 
nity as monarch of all Israel, or in his past services, or 
in his intellectual gifts, so as to think that what would 
have been sin in any other was not sin in him, does not 
appear. But the narrative makes it abundantly plain 
that the rebuke of Nathan took him altogether by sur- 
prise. Even the suggestive parable of the poor man 
with his ewe lamb and the rich neighbor, did not awaken 
one throb of self-consciousness. He was fired with indig- 
nation at the cruel oppressor without perceiving any like- 
ness to himself. It was only when the prophet uttered 
the bold and honest words which have become proverbial, 
Thou art the man, that the light flashed in upon his soul. 
Then the first words he uttered were the ingenuous con- 
feesion, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 

It is no strained inference, that David, in the devout 
breathings of his conscience-stricken soul, makes this 
touching reference to his own experience. There was a 
time when he did not know his transgression. A veil 
hung over the eyes of his understanding. What he had 
done “ displeased the Lord ” (2 Sam. 11: 27), but did not 
displease him. He pursued his usual course at homeand 
abroad without fear or diequietude. He was ready and 
swift to enforce the law upon others, but had no thought 
of his own gross violation of its plainest precepts. He 
was blind, and therefore insensible, and might have con- 
tinued so indefinitely but for the warning voice of the 
prophet. God in his mercy sent Nathan, and the king’s 
ignorance was dispelled at once and forever. And hence 
his outcry, his humbling confessions, his earnest entrea- 
ties. As if he would say, These are not formal utterances, 
they are not words of course, or of an excited imagination, 
or of an empty rhetoric, but have an abundant and deep- 
seated reason, for I snow my transgression. 

But as David was not the first, neither was he the last 
victim of the deceitfulness ofsin. Multitudes continually 
renew the same experience. One of its most common 
forms is found in business relations. A man having 
control of funds deposited in trust with him, proposes to 
use a portion of them for his own purposes and afterwards 
return them where they belong. This hé calls borrowing, 
inasmuch as the use of them is, and is designed to be, 
only temporary. But when the time for restoration 
comes, he finds himself unable to restore the money. 
Then he awakes to the true character of what he has been 
doing. He knows his transgression. He had persuaded 
himself that he was only a borrower, but now he sees that 
he is athief. He took what did not belong to him with- 
out the consent of the owner, and all his hopes and 
promises of restoration, however sincere, amounted to 
nothing. They did not change the moral character of 
the act. That remained the same, and now he knows it 
and will know it forever. 

Another illustration is that of a man of advanced 
years who enjoyed the respect of the whole community 
in which he had spent his life, and-having a certain con- 
nection with the church in which he was wont to worship, 
was in an entirely peaceful state of mind as to his future 
and eternal interests. It so happened that one day meet- 
ing an old friend whom he had not seen for a long time, 
he received in reply to the usual question concerning 
health, the answer, Very well; considering that I am 
living on sufferance.” Inquiring whatthis phrase meant, 
he was told that three score and ten years being the 
allotted period of human life, whoever passed that period 
might expect at any moment to be called away. The 
remark impressed him deeply, for he was over seventy 
himself. The longer he reflected upon the mearness of 
eternity the more thorough and earnest became his con- 
victions of-his unfitness to meet the last assize. Subse- 
quently in conversation with a ministerial friend in whom 
hs had confidence, he said, “I have passed among my 
neighbors as an upright and conscientious man, and I 
used to think that everything was right, and I needed 
not to trouble myself in regard to the future. But now 
in reviewing past years, I see that all was amiss. I did 
nothing out of supreme regard tothe will of God, neither 
was I thankful to him as I should have been. Measured 
by the Scripture standard my whole life has been a 
singular one, and I need, oh I need, a redeemer.” His 
friend pointed him to the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world, and the old man, betaking himself 





to this refuge, found enduring peace, and finished the 
remainder of his days as a devout and consistent Chris- 
tian. But the heart of his experience lay in the con- 
viction so slowly attained, “ I know my transgression.” 
There is reason for the complaint often made by 
the older class of divines, that in cases of conyersion 
now-a-days there is such infrequent mention of what 
used to be called the law work on the soul. It is true 
that there is no one prescribed pattern for the return of 
the sinner to God, The Holy Spirit acts upon different 
men in different ways. And well authenticated instances 
are known in which the person and work of the Lord 
Jesus have so wrought upon the heart that it was drawn 
as if by an irresistible attraction to a complete acceptance 
of his offers, and an entire consecration to his service 
without any special reference to the wrath to come, or 
any deep conviction of deserving that wrath. Oases of 
this kind are rare, and even in them the discovery 
of personal unworthiness is only postponed. It is sure 
to come, sooner or later. The soul that deals faithfully 
with itself learns what a cage of unclean birds the 
natural heart is, and comes with all sincerity to appro- 
priate the words of the royal Psalmist. But it is to be 
feared that there are many in whom the whole work is 
superficial, being the result of excitement, of sympathy, 
or of very imperfect views of divine truth. The good 
seed has been sown either on a very thin soil underlaid 
by rock, or amid prolific thorns. There is no adequate 
sense of sin, and therefore no adequate sense of Christ, 
the Saviour. And this explains the sad fact that has 
sometimes occurred when persons who have been jor 
years in the communion of the church, suddenly coming 
face to face with eternity, discover that they have no 
Scriptural faith, and the whole work is to be done anew. 
Surely, then, teachers and preachers should spare no 
pains to instruct and awaken conscience in respect to 
men’s fallen condition. Of course this is never done 
effectually save by the Divine Spirit. But he makes use 
of means. His weapon isthe Word. And the presenta- 
tion of his utterances is the best method of breaking up 
a false peace. Sometimes indirect methods succeed bet- 
ter than direct. The holiness of God, the spirituality of 
his law, the spotless perfection of the Lord Jesus, the 
real nature of heavenly blessedness, when set forth 
according to the Scripture, often by contrast, strike home 
upon a sinner’s heart, and show him what he is. But in 
one way or in another, the work must be done. The 
Christian character is to be built like any other stable 
edifice, from the bottom upward. Shallow views of sin 
make shallow views of a Saviour, but he who can sin- 
cerely and intelligently say with David “I know my sin,” 
cries out incessantly, “Oreate in mea clean heart, O 
God,” and craves as the greatest of boons that sacrificial 
purification which makes one whiter than snow. 





‘WATER IS LIFE IN THE DESERT. 
BY EDWARD L. WILSON, 


Last September I read, with more than usual interest, 
Dr. Trumbull’s article in The Sunday-school Times, en- 
titled “ Is Wine Safer than Water?” I had always ad- 
vocated total abstinence, but I was then anticipating a 
journey in the Sinaitic Peninsula, and the water question 
was one which had to be thoughtfully considered. Part 
of the journey which I anticipated was the one which 
had been accomplished by the friend whom I have 
named, and although I had already made up my mind 
what I should try to do, the article referred to gave me 
no little comfort, for it proved that what I had already 
determined to try, I could without fear readily accom- 
plish. 

Several years ago I passed through the ordeal of a tour 
of considerable length in the countries across the water, 
without wine or strong drink, and came home unscathed; 
theugh not, however, without being deprived (?) of con- 
siderable that had been planned for me and my interest. 
I was sent partly on a mission of scientific import, which 
caused me to move among men of science—particularly 
in England, Germany, and Austria—and my mission 
caused me to have certain honors in those old countries, 
in a line of entertainments given by different scientific 
societies. While I was in Berlin one of these entertain- 
ments was given, and on my entering the place of meet- 
ing, some tiie after the proceedings had opened, I beheld 
some sixty or seventy of my co-workers discussing the 
interests of our profession, each member, if I recollect 
rightly, seated at a desk similar to those in our legislative 
halls, with a glass of lager beer before him and a cigar in 
his mouth or in his fingers. After my formal introduc- 
tion by the president, and when the usual greetings had 
passed, I was offered a share in the entertainment, before 
the objects of my \errand were discussed. Upon my 
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declining to smoke or drink, great surprise was ex- 
pressed, mingled with disappointment, and I was good- 
’ naturedly called a Turk, a heathen, and a Mohammedan. 
This last assertion, I have since learned, was true, as to the 
Mahommedan, for his temperance principles are as strict 
as the law of the Koran can fix them. In England, aiso, 
I found that a number of similar entertainments had been 
planned, but were afterwards abandoned, for the reason 
that the news had spread from Berlin that the American 
stranger was unwilling to drink whiskey, to say nothing 
of wine, and it would be folly to proffer the usual 
“ honors (?) on his behalf.” The fact that I had passed 
through all this without death, braced me up in the 
thought that perhaps 1 could make a longer tour in 
hotter places, and still keep my principles intact. 

And now, having returned from my proposed longer 
travel of over a half a year, I desire to add my testimony, 
in these pages, to the truth of what Dr. Trumbull has 
said, and to state that water is not only the best drink 
for the traveler, but that water is life in the desert. 
During my absence, with three companions, I traveled 
thirty-five days on the Nile, another forty-five days in 
Egypt, thirty days on horses in Palestine, forty days on 
dromedaries in Arabia, thirty-four days on the sea, and 
was many days on the march. [I lived and slept seventy- 
five nights in the tent, and during all this time not only 
was there no wine or intoxicating beverage taken along, 
but there was none absorbed by any of our quartette. 
Besides following Dr. Trumbull directly in his journey 
to Mount Sinai, I passed over the long desert to the head 
of the Gulf of Akabah, and from there through the 
Mount Seir region to the rock City of Petra, in the land 
of Edom, or Idumea. Crossing thence to Ain el Weibeh, 
or what is called by some the site of Kadesh Darnea, I 
traversed a portion of the wilderness westerly, which I 
was assured no white person had ever seen before, in 
search, for several days, for the Ain Qadis oasis, visited 
by Dr. Trumbull, last year, and described by him in these 
pages. The search for this beautiful spot was unsuccess- 
ful, much to my disappointment; but I saw a great deal 
of the new country, and came upon other oases which 
were very beautiful, and which partly repaid me for that 
disappointment. Then, after two or three days of travel 
through a wild country, I entered Palestine at Beersheba. 

During those journeyings I had many interesting ex- 
periences, some of which I may report hereafter. That 
of which I now wish to speak particularly, is the fact 
which so impressed itself on me during all this travel, 
that water is pre-eminently life, in the desert ; that with- 
out water there would be no life there. When I say this 
I refer particularly to the fact that wherever there is 
water there is more or less of grass and foliage as no- 
where else. Such places, as it is well known, are called 
oases. They are found along the traveled ways of the 
desert, usually at about a day’s journey from each other. 
The number of hours between them is greater between 
some than others; and again, a diversion from a straight 
line must be made in order to reach them for camping at 
night. To reach them is a necessity; because water in 
the desert is not only life to the products of the ground, 
but it is life to the camel and his attendant and to the 
traveler as well. It is true that there are bushes and 
thistles, and trees growing where no water can now be 
seen, but these are always snarly and snappy and ugly 
and are unfriendly to the touch. They do receive a little 
water in the rainy season, and nature provides them with 
a certain form of root which holds their supply until it 
is annually replenished ; but they have no such loveliness 
as would attract one to them. 

On two or three occasions during our journey, some 
little suffering and deprivation had to be endured from 
the want of water; but what could not be cured had to 
be endured. I think, in all my experience, the worst 
water which we found was at Ain el Weibeh, where a 
muddy pool lies at & considerable distance from the base 
of the rocks, which, it has been claimed, were smitten by 
Moses in order to bring water from them. The water 
here is more than usually sportive from the animal life 
within it,—“ living water” in too literal a sense,—and 
it is so bitter to the taste that I could not in my heart 
feel like censuring Israel very much for “murmuring” 
against such a supply, if it was as bad when they came 
along with Moses. Two days of endurance of this water 
as our only supply, were forced upon us, and then our 
Sheik discovered a fountain in a deep gorge some two 
hundred feet below where we were traveling. By some 
instinct, or in some unexplained way, he found the water, 
and crying “ Moya,” “ Moya,” was on his way with his 
fearless little Arab charger to confirm his discovery. 
Thereupon the lively water of Ain el Weibeh was 
emptied from our water-skins and replaced by that which 
had just been found in its freshness, and the caravan 





moved on more happily than if a barrel of wine had 
been found on the way. Sometimes we would come 
to a little fountain holding only a few buckets of water, 
when we would have to keep back the thirsty camels 
until we had partly sated cur own thirst. Or, as was the 
case more than once, if the supply was suflicient, we all 
knelt together and drank side by side with our patient 
beasts. 

In some of my sea experiences I observed that as soon 
as port was left, and the vessel began to toss uneasily, 
passengers would flock to the little bar—always provided 
in a conspicuous place,—and swill brandy and whisky 
and other spiritous liquors. I observed, too, that such 
persons were generally more sea-sick than others, when 
they once got at it; but they would never agree that the 
liquor made them sick. I am satisfied, and I believe 
that my companions ggree in this, that if we had depended 
upon wine or other liquors as our beverage, we neither 
could haveendured the fatigue of our journey so easily, nor 
would we have been able to say that in all the six months 
journeyings and roughing it, no one of us was delayed 
an hour by sickness, A healthier quartette, I do not 
think ever made such a journey ; and I attribute it very 
largely to our entire absence from any drinking but 
water, or tea, and coffee, and milk. Our dragoman (the 
same who attended Dr. Trumbull last year), who has had 
twenty-five years’ experience, arsured me that in this 
opinion I was correct. SoI feel free to say that of all 
the places in the world, in the desert, water is surely /ife. 

I can join with Dr. Trumbull in saying: “I have 
never found a place where it was necessary for me to 
drink wine or brandy, or where I deemed the native 
wine as safe as the native water, judging from the appar- 
ent effects on those who use the one or the other.” More- 
over, I have found this promise true when called upon 
to discuss the subject of drinking with others: “ Ye 
shall not be afraid of the face of man for the judgment 
is God’s,” 

“ But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst, but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up 
nto everlasting life.” 





WHAT CAN WE KNOW ABOUT HEAVEN? 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM WYE SMITH. 

Perhaps not very much; and yet, by trying to interpret 
God’s dealings with us, and lessons to us—interpreting 
them with respect to heaven even as we interpret them 
with respect to earthly things—we may learn more than 
now we think. We may safely conclude—for we have it 
forced upon us by all our life-long experiences—that 
there is a spiritual lesson wrapped up in every “ provi- 
dence,” and a good moral to be drawn out of every expe- 
rience. Drawn out of it, because God put it there, de- 
sirous that we should draw it out. Now, taking what we 
find in Scripture, and applying the same Christian com- 
mon sense to it that as we do to matters relating to the 
church and the home, what do we find about heaven ? 

Do they think about us in heaven? We say, Yes; 
and we arrive at it in this way: We are told there is joy 
in heaven over one sinner that repenteth. Now, if the 
angels rejoice over the salvation of a sinner, is it to be 
supposed that they keep the secret among themselves, 
and do not communicate it to the saints? Have they so 
great an interest in a saint, at the very beginning of his 
career, and are happy in his-happiness, and lose much of 
that interest and sympathy afterwards? If there was 
great rejoicing among the angels when Saul of Tarsus 
was converted, would they (when he got to heaven) lose 
so much of their interest in him as to keep from him 
what they were then rejoicing at,—the salvation of some 
other sinner? And would there be anything wrong in 
our asking the angels what they were rejoicing at? 
There would be nothing wrong in doing it among the 
saints on earth. Why should this experience of our 
spiritual fellowship—that of asking questions on spiritual 
things—be thrown away when we get to heaven? Then 
we conclude that the angels will have no desire to keep 
from the saints in heaven the news they circulate among 
themselves, of this one and that one being converted. 
And if for one moment we could suppose they had such 
a desire, they could not refuse to answer the saints’ ques- 
tioning. And we shall have our memories in eternity! If 
not, how could we, as a matter of reward or punishment, 
receive—consciously to ourselves—‘ according to the 
deeds done in the body”? In the parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus there was in all the parties a perfect 
remembrance of this life, and our Lord never gives us, in 
his parables, specific circumstances which teach false 
general principles. And if we remember this life, shall 
we not remember our friends? And shall we not often 
think of them, and speak of them? It was one of our 





great pleasures here; will it cease to be a pleasure there? 
Yes; our friends in heaven think of us. 

Shall we know each otherthere? It isnot cer!ain that 
we shall, in every case, at first. We shall need introduc- 
tions, to help our recognition. Denjamin Franklin came 
home, and when the forward fellow insisted on being 
allowed to stay all night, his mother let him sit in an 
arm-chair, instead of giving him the “spare bed-room,” 
because she did not know it was her son, And how often 
must such cases of non-recognition occur in the emigrat- 
ing from earth to heaven! But how do saints do on 
earth, in such cases? Even if the features of that 
“spiritual body” (whatever that expression may mean) 
do not give a recognized likeness, in cases of long sepa- 
ration, perhaps the voice may. And if neither looks 
nor voice lead to identification, what is to hinder us from 
asking ? 

Do babes grow up in heaven? Yes; why not? All 
earthly analogy points in that direction. It seems un- 
reasonable to suppose that a babe of a day old will the 
next day be a mature intelligence in heaven, and able to 
take its place—in work and praise—with the apostles, 
martyrs, and angels, whose praises are so much mingled 
with past memories, and whose work is doubtless founded 
upon so much past experience. And it seems equally 
unreasonable to suppose an immature infant always 
remaining just as it enters heaven. We have no reason 
to believe, but every reason to the contrary, that we 
shall remain stationary in intelligence and spiritual 
development. Why should it be otherwise with a babe? 
I can remember, at the age of four years, getting the 
most astonishing and rapturous piece of intelligence I 
ever got,—that boys grew to be men! I never knew it 
before ; I supposed that boys were always boys, and men 
always men. But now, oh, how my prospects widened 
out! Is it not equally a “childish thing,” to be “ put 
away,” that babes are always babes in heaven? Well, 
if they neither leap at once to mature intelligence, nor 
remain always as they are, there must be a “growing 
up” in heaven. And, oh! how much better a “ bringing 
up” have they than we could give them! Angels and 
saints and Christ himself to take care of our babes; and 
all safe in their “ Father’s house,” and trained to prattle 
of our coming! 

Will the mother get back her babe in heaven? Why, 
haven’t you been told all we know about it? The risk is 
not about your babe being there; the risk is about your 
getting there. Are you following Christ ? 

“T am; I have no doubt about my getting there, for 
I have laid all the responsibility of it on Christ ; and I 
have no doubt about finding my lost one there. But I 
lost her as a babe, I laid her away from my breast to 
that little coffin, and my heart cries out for my baby. 
And if I, twenty or thirty years after, meet my angel- 
daughter in heaven, mature and womanly, knowing far 
more than I do, and with far more experience, it won’t 
be like getting my baby back again. I want my baby! 
If my baby won’t be a baby when I get to heaven, I’d 
rather go now, and meet her as I lost her.” 

And can we blame the mother for talking thus? Do 
not her yearnings come from the very feelings God has 
implanted in her heart? They do. Then are they 
wrong? No; they are not wrong? Then are they mis- 
taken? We have no foundation for saying so. What 
then? Is there no solution? Let us see. 

Men live their “three score years and ten.” Few 
much longer; many far less. And men can only have 
twenty years to grow up in. But in heaven there is a 
glorious holy leisure.* We could study redemption for a 
century, and take two centuries to frame a new song of 
praise, and our eternal youth would still be in its prime. 
One day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. And is there anything fool- 
ish or vain in supposing—nay, is it not very probable— 
that the infancy and childhood of a babe wafted from us 
to heaven, may be measured by far different years and 
times than ours? What if the mother, yearning for her 
“babe,” finds it, after twenty or forty years, but one year 
older by the chronology of heaven! If the /ife of heaven 
is so infinitely longer than the “life” on earth, why 
should the period of “growing-up” be rigorously held 
(in our minds) to the earthly measure ? 

“Oh, when the mother meets on high 
The babe she lost in infancy, 
Has she not then for all her fears, 
Each toilsome day, each sleepless night, 
For all her toils and all her tears, 
An over-payment of delight ?” 


Tt will do us good to think of these things. Our im- 
agination is given us by God for good and wise uses, 
Why should we not let it out sometimes in long flights 
toward heaven? The more we think about heaven, the 
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more we know of it; and the more we know of it, the 


more we shall want to be there. And we may each say, 
as an old friend of mine said of himself, “ I am bidden 
to the supper of the Lamb, and I intend to go!” 





THE NIGHT-BLOOMING CEREUS. 
BY MRS. MARY D. JAMES, 
Oh, beautiful Cereus, 
How welcome thy bloom— 
Thy grand coronation— 
How rich in perfume ! 
How wondrously charming— 
So queenly, so chaste ! 
We mourn thy sweet flowers 
Should fade in such haste. 


Beholding with rapture 
The exquisite sight, 
We wonder thy glories 
Are kept for the night. 
In darkness to lavish 
Their beautiful bloom, 
And give their rich odors 
To midnight’s deep gloom ! 


Some sister plants close up 
Their petals at night, 
And open them onely 
To greet morning light. 
Thy charms are unfolded 
When nature’s asleep ; 
As angels night-vigils 
So lovingly keep. 


So Faith comes in darkness, 
And blooms in the night ; 
To soothe in affliction, 
In danger, in blight. 
When sources of comfort 
All fail and depart, 
Faith brings sweetest solace 
To cheer the sad heart. 


And night blooming flowers 
Bring lessons of Love, 
As messages coming 
From regions above. 
We too have a mission— 
In darkness and grief, 
To bring the afflicted 
And suffering relief. 


To be to the feeble? 
The sinful, the poor, 
Sweet love-plants, all blooming 
With charms that endure. 
To shed on the lowly 
In earth’s deepest gloom, 
The fragrance of kindness ;— 
Most blessed perfume! 


The way of salvation 
To show to the lost, 
Which Jesus provided 
At infinité cost ; 
To help struggling spirits 
To gain heaven’s bliss ; 
What service so hallowed, 
So Christ-like as this ! 





SELECTING AND INTRODUCING A NEW 
METHOD OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL GIVING. 


BY THE BEV. SYLVANUS STALL. 


Varying merits and defects characterize the diversified 
methods in use for raising money in the Sunday-school. 
Before presenting such specimens as will illustrate the 
classes to which they belong, it will be best to indicate 
principles which should govern in selecting and intro- 
ducing a method better than the one previously in use. 

No plan is equally well suited to meet the require- 
ments of all schools. Each superintendent should select 
such as nearest meets his needs, and then modify until 
all difficulties are overcome. Get the best plan, and 
render it as nearly perfect as possible; but do not forget 
that even a perfect plan may fail. Too much importance 
may be attached to the plan, while the spirit of Christian 
beneficence may be entirely forgotten. The method is 
as the aqueduct, which can only prove of service when 
it traces its way from a gushing fountain. The system 
is only to enable benevolence to find its freest expression. 

The system should duly recognize the fact that the act 
of giving is designed to accomplish a work of grace in the 
heart.of the contributor, which is equally as important 
as the work which is to be carried forward, either at home 
or abroad, by the money contributed. 

Every method should provide a place for information 
concerning the objects toward which the scholar is asked 
to contribute. Definite information tends to increase the 


interest, secures intelligent giving, and brings the young 








into sympathy with the work, for the maintenance of 
which, in after years, they will be asked to contribute. 
Yet, in furnishing information, the fact should not be 
overlooked that we are to contribute to Christ, and not 
to individuals or societies. If we contribute as directly 
unto Christ, in an act of solemn worship, we shall be 
ashamed to offer a dime when we should come with a 
dollar; nor will we withhold for fear the money will not 
be properly applied, or judiciously expended. 

The plan should be suited to reach every scholar. Too 
often children are excused because of poverty. The chil- 
dren of the poor need instruction and exercise in this 
grace as well as those of the rich, for in many cases these 
children will change circumstances. The poor children 
of the Sunday-school may, and often do, become the rich 
men in the church. How necessary, then, that they 
should be instructed in this indispensable part of wor- 
ship, lest in the future they become the parsimonious 
and mean men of the church. 

The method should be framed to teach the children 
to contribute their own money,—that which they have 
earned. Too often, for the mere sake of amount, the 
system converts the scholars into mere solicitors, or 
even beggars, thus destroying the very principles which 
should have been fostered and strengthened. 

Any plan which parades names and amounts, and 
seeks to induce scholars to contribute because it will be 
blazed abroad, or prompts one to contribute an amount 
equal or greater than that given by another, that they 
may appear more generous in the eyes of the world, is 
false and ruinous in its effects. There is no objection to 
publicity, if publicity is not made the motive-power in 
obtaining the contribution. When Ohrist said, “ Let 
not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth,” he 
did not mean that our giving was to be kept a secret. 
“ He meant that the right hand should not steal around 
to the left, and, shaking it furtively, whisper behind 
your back, ‘ How generous I-am ; how liberal I was just 
now.’ But our Lord meant that the right hand should 
know what it is itself doing. He did not say, ‘ Let not 
thy right hand know what thy right hand doeth.’ He 
meant, ‘ Don’t keep telling yourself how generous you 
are.’ ” 

To be beneficial, the system should not be too rigid or 
compulsory, but should inspire voluntary and cheerful 
giving. It should lead, also, to prayerful and liberal 
giving. It should enjoin the duty of daily and continual 
giving, thus conferring the advantages of moral disci- 
pline, and serving an excellent purpose in abating the 
force of avarice. Neither can any system be beneficial 
or successful unless it elevates giving to its God-appointed 
place as a part of divine worship. Neither should any 
other than God’s own method be introduced, only as it 
can be rendered serviceable in educating the people, or 
preparing the way for the final return to the scriptural 
standard of giving at /east one-tenth of all our income for 
the support and spread of the gospel. ' 

In the introduction of a new method the first condition 
ot success is the unequivocal influence of the superin- 
tendent. He must select and perfect a plan adapted to 
the neeus of the school, must call the attention of the 
teachers to it, must favorably present its excellencies, and 
secure the hearty co-operation of the teachers in its in- 
troduction; must talk to the school about it, and pray 
publicly for God’s blessing upon it. 

“When new plans of any kind are proposed in a 
school, opposition, or at least reluctance, is sure to be en- 
countered. People are naturally and justifiably shy of 
experiments. Yet, some experiments must be made, and 
this experiment of systematic giving must be made. If 
the superintendent is timid, the system will not be intro- 
duced ; or, if introduced, will have only a moderate suc- 
cess. But if the superintendent exercises good-natured 
determination, he will soon gain the support of the 
school, and then, if he presents the subject faithfully, he 
will be astonished to find that so many in the school are 
ready to respond, and will blame himself for neglecting 
his duty so long.” 

The co-operation of the pastor is also necessary, and a 
word of approval from him will help amazingly. Get 
him to preach on the subject of beneficence. Let the 
scriptural view of God as the great proprietor, and man 
as the steward, be faithfully set forth. Let human re- 
sponsibility and accountability be faithfully enjoined, 
not simply in the use of intellectual endowments or social 
influence, but in the use of material wealth. In the 
parable of the talents it was property,—it was money,— 
which was entrusted, and for the right use of which each 
was called to give an account. 

If the teachers will set the scholars a worthy example, 
by their regular and liberal contributions, and the super- 
intendent will give the matter careful attention, both 





will find it well worth any effort it may cost to develop 
the latent resources of the school. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


— ‘ROSES AND LILIES. “—~ 


AN OPEN LETTER 
BY ERNEST GILMORE. 
My Dear OARRIE: 

As I promised to write to you about your Aunt Mar- 
gery, I want to tell you about quilts that have just been 
shown to me. Doubtless you are laughing, and saying 
that you did not know your Aunt Margery was a quilt. 
Have patience, please, and all will be explained. 

There is a distant cousin of your father’s visiting here ; 
a very handsome, very graceful, very cultured, very 
wealthy, and very worldly person. She has been a great 
traveler. Last evening, as we sat around the fireside,— 
this cousin, Mrs. Steele, with her white hands folded 
idly; Niece Margery rocking her baby to sleep, and I 
knitting the baby’s sock—our conversation drifted to the 
subject of quilts. 

“T want to display mine,” said Mrs. Steele, and a few 
moments later she unfolded to our view a gorgeous quilt,— 
a truly elegant affair. It was composed of twelve stripes, 
and, that you may form some idea of its costliness, I will 
repeat some of Mrs. Steele’s conversation : 

“This brocaded stripe of old gold is of the heaviest 
satin. I bought it in Calcutta at an almost fabulous 
price, and I paid nearly as much for this piece of pea- 
cock-blue silk, with the golden storks embroidered all 
over it. Then this turquoise blue, with the humming- 
birds and butterfles flitting over it, came from a gay Lon- 
don bazaar, and the delicately-tinted pink, from Paris. 
This velvety green, dotted with daisies, buttercups, and 
red clover, cannot be excelled in satins. I found it in 
Vienna. Any one might know where I picked up this 
mottled stripe, with the flashy fans, the odd faces, the 
queer jars and houses,—in interesting, but quaint Japan.” 

And so she continued, in her gay description, until we 
knew from whence each stripe came. We did not tire of 
our examination. I! was an elaborate article, worthy of 
admiration; but I thought that it had been an easy mat- 
ter to make that quilt; easy for any one to make such a 
quilt, if one was in circumstances to travel the world 
over, with a full pocke’ at one’s command, I was just 
finishing my sock, when Niece Margery laid her sleeping 
baby in the cradle. 

“And now that my hands are free,” she said, with a 
bright smile on her face, “ I must show you my quilt.” 

“Some calico affair, for the servant’s bed, I suppose,” 
laughed Mrs. Steele, good-naturedly. 

But, when Niece Margery shook out*her quilt before 
us we both opened our eyes in amazement. 

“Oh, what a beauty! and what work!” Mrs. Steele 
said, admiringly ; “but surely you did not make it, did 
you? You could not, with all your family cares.” 

“Yes, I made it; and the time I thus occupied were 
the odd minutes which otherwise would have been lost,— 
sometimes while waiting for John to come to dinner, 
sometimes while rocking the baby to sleep, ofttimes 
when a friend dropped in for a half-hour’s chat; and so, 
little by little, it was all done.” 

“ Where did you get the pattern?” 

“T had none; my rule was to make the best and the 
prettiest block out of the pieces of silk I had.” 

Well, I will describe the quilt. It was what some 
people call “ Japanese ;” some, “hieroglyphic.” It was 
composed of all sorts of odds and ends of silks, satins, 
plush, and velvet ; then it was embroidered ail over the 
joinings with colored silks in herring-bone. Then, what 
added specially to its beauty, was that, wherever a rose, 
a bud, or a lily could find a resting-place, it had been 
embroidered tastefully. 

Now, you will see that the quilt is like Aunt Mar- 
gery’s life, dear. Little loving services, here and there, 
have been weaving an immortal fabric of wondrous 
loveliness. Wherever I call, I hear Niece Margery’s 
praises sounded. “So lovely,” “so helpful,” “so con- 
siderate,’ “so thoughtful,” “so sympathetic,” are the 
sweet whispers heard on every side. And her tender 
ministrations to the sick, the sorrowing, the weak, and 
the poor, I call the “lilies” and the “roses” that are 
peeping out from her earnest life-work, breathing forth 
a fragrance which is like unto that of the Rose of Sharon. 

It takes patience, love, and strength, a heavy leaning 
upon His arm, to weave so exquisite a life-quilt; but it 
pays, Oarrie dear. It will bear inspection at the last 
great day, and will be judged for what it is worth. 

Yours, affectionately, Avuwr Farrs, 
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LESSON ANALYSIS. 4. Duties of Saints oun 
LESSON HELPS Lok for (Phil. 8:30: Titan 2: 18 
. > HRISTS. r us 
el Pa THE COMING OF FALSE C TS Wait for 1 Gor 1: 7 3 eee 1: a 0). 
a ’ . y for (Rev 
(1.) ae psc arise vo ee and false prophets. Be ready for (Matt. 24: 44; Lake 12: 40). 
If another sh lye recetve John & : Be patient unto (2 Thess. 3: 5; Jas.5: 7, 8). 
LESSON CALENDAR. False poe Aen who vho shall | riviiy t bring | n +3 eresien (2 o bet. 2:1). | 6. Rewards of Saints at: 
In the last days grievous times shall come (2 Tim. 3: Shall be like Jesus (Phil. 3: 21; 1 John 3: 2). 
[ Third Quarter, 1882, ] Even now there have arisen many antich (1 > ae 18). Shall see Jesus an he is (i John 8: 2). 
(2.) Shall show signs . . . lead astray, if possible, the elect. joe] vaaive Sauwaet a ory ( Tim 42 4:8; 1 1. 5: 4), 

1, July 2.—A Lesson on Home --Mark 10: 1-16 | With all power and signs and lying wonders (2 Thess. 2 ; 9). Shall reign with him (Dan. : 27; 2 Tim. 2: 12; Rev. 5: 10; 20: 

2. July 9.—The Rich Young Man...........---scesees---+e0- Mark 10: 17-31 | Even make fire to come down out of heaven (Rev. 13: 18). 5). 

3. July 16—Saffering and Service Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? (Rom. 8 : 85.) 

4 pan Sh Biied Bartimens...c.cconree Are guarded through faith unto a salvation (1 Pet. 1: 5). 

5. July 9.—The Triumphal Entry Hi. The Warning : LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 

6. August 6.—The Frultless Tree..............-----0---0000s But tuke ye heed . . . told you all things beforehand. 

TERVENING Ev _ q 

7. August 18,—Prayer and Forgiveness...........-...--.--- Mark 11: 24-33 Knowing these things beforehand, beware (2 Pet. 3 : 17). Ix e ENTS. None 

8, August 20.—The Wicked Husbandmen........--.-...----« Mark 12: 1-12 | Declaring the end from the beginning (Psa. 46 : 11). Trme.— Wednesday; April, A. D. 30. 

9. August 27 ~Pharisees and Sadducees Silenced.......... Mark 12: 13-27 | That ye should not be made to stumbie (John 16: 1). Piacre.—Mount of Olives. 

10, September 3.—Love to God and Men.............----.--- Mark 12: 28-44 1. The existence of the false is proof of the existence of the true. 

LL. September 10.—Calamities Foretold.............------+++- Mark 13: 1-20 There is no Sao coin except as an imitation of genuine coin. Prrsons.—Jesus, Peter, Andrew, James, and John. 

12, Sept. 17.—Watehfalness Enjoined......... Mark 12: 21-387 2. The knowle of the truth is the best safeguard against error. 


18. September 24.—Review. 





LESSON 12, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1882. 
TirLE: WATCHFULNESS ENJOINED. 
LESSON TEXT. 


(Mark 13: 21-87.] 


COMMON VERSION. ' REVISED VERSION. 


21, And then if any man shall 21 And then if any man shall 
say to you, Lo, here és Christ; or,, say unto you, Lo, here is the 
lo, Ae ts there; believe him not: | Christ; or, Lo, there: believe 

22. For false Christs and false 221 not; for there shall arise 
prophets shall rise, and shall shew | false Christs and false prophets, 
signs and wonders, to seduce, if; and shall shew signs and won- 
it were possible,even theelect. | ders, thatthey may lead astray, 

28. But take ye heed: behold,I | | 28 if possible, the elect. But take 
have foretold you all things. ye heed: behold, [ have told 

24. Butdn those days, after that | you all things beforehand. 
tribulation, the sun shallbedark- | 24 But in those days, after that 
ened, and the moonshallnotgive | tribulation, the sun shall be 
her light. darkened, and the moon shall 

25. And the stars of heaven 2% not give her light, and the stars 
shall fall, and the powersthatare| shall be falling from heaven, 
in heaven shall be shaken. and the powers that are in the 

26. And then shall they see the 26 heavens shall beshaken. And 
Son of man comingin the clouds| _ then shall they see the Son of 
with great power and glory. | man coming in clouds with 

27. And then shall he send his | | 27 great power and glory. And 
angels, and shall gather together; then shall he send forth 
his elect from the four winds, | the angels, and shall gather 
from the uttermost part of the together his elect from the 
earth to the uttermost part of| four Winds, from the uttermost 
heaven. part of the earth to the utter- 

28. Now learn a parable of the | most part of heaven. 
fig tree: When her branch is yet | 28 Now from the fig tree learn 
tender, and putteth forth leaves,,| her parable: when her branch 
ye know thatsummerisnear: |= is now become tender, and 

29. So ye in like manner, when putteth forth its ieaves, ye 
ye shall see these things come to know that the summer is nigh ; 
pass, know that it is nigh, even at | 29 even so ye also, when ye see 
the doors. these things coming to pass, 

80. Verily I say unto you, That| know ye that *he is nigh even 
this generation shall not pass, till | 30 at the doors. Verily I say unto 
all these things be done. you, This generation shall not 

81. Heaven and earth shall pass pass away, until all these 
away: but my words shall not | 31 things be accomplished. 
pass away. Heaven and earth shall pass 

32. But of that day and that away: but my words shall not 
hour knoweth no man, no, not 82 passaway. But of that day or 
the angels which are in heaven, _— that hour knoweth no one, not 
neither the Son, but the Father. even the angels in heaven, 

$3. Take ye heed, watch and| neitherthe Son, but the Father. 
pray: for ye know not when the | 38 Take ye heed, watch *and 
time is. | pray: for ye know not when 

84. For the Son of man is as a 34 the time is. Jt is as when a 
man taking a far journey, who | man, sojournipg in another 
left his house, and gaveauthority | country, having left his house, 
to his servants, and to every man | and given authority to his 
his work, and commanded the | ‘servants, to each one his 
porter to watch. work, commanded also the 

85, Watch ye therefore: for ye | 85 porter to watch, Watch there- 
know not when the master ofthe, fore: for ye know not when 
house cometh, at even, or at mid- | | the lord of the house cometh, 
night, or at the cockcrowing, or | whether at even, or at mid- 
in the morning: | night, or at cockcrowing, or in 

36. Lest coming = suddenly he | | 86 the morning; lest coming 





find you sleeping. | suddenly he find you sleeping. 
87. And what I say unto youl | 37 And what I say unto you I say 
say unto all, Watch. | untoall, Watch. 


| 10r,him 20rd 38ome ancient 
| authorities omit and pray. 4 Gr. 
| bondservants. 





LESSON PLAN. 
Toric OF THE QUARTER: The Servants and the Foes of Jesus. 
Lesson TOPIC: True and False Signs. 


1. The Coming of False Christs, v. 21-23. 
Lesson OUTLINE: 2. The Coming of the True Christ, v. 24-27. 
3. The Hour of Christ’s Coming, v. 28-37. 


Gotpen Text: Therefore let us not sleep, as do others ; but 
let us watch and be sober.—1 Thees. 5 : 6. 


Darty Home REapines: 


M.—2 Thess, 2: 1-17. The revealing of the man of sin. 
T. —1 John 2: 12-29. The arising of many antichrisis. 
W.—Acts1:1-11. The coming of Christ from heaven. 
T. —1 Thess. 4: 1518, His descending with ashout. 
F.—2 Pet. 3: 1-18. His coming as thief in the night. 
8, —Luke 12: 87-48. His coming when men think not. 
.$.—Rev. 1: 1-20. His coming with the clouds. 


. 


8. So subtle is our great enemy, that even the elect must be on 


their guard against him. 
4, Forewarned should be foreguarded. It is folly to be led into 


Satan's sn*re, when his net has been plainly shown. 


II THE COMING OF THE TRUE CHRIST. 
1. The Signs of His Coming : 
The sun shall be darkened, and the moon, etc. 
The heavens shall be rolled together asa oat ian. 84: 4). 


The sun and the moon shall be dark (Joel 2 : 
That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble (zeph. 1:15). 
Il, The Manner of His Coming. 
In clouds with great power and glory. 
One like the Son of man came with the clouds (Dan. 7: 13). 
Shall see the Son of man .. . coming with -— clouds (Mark 14: 62). 


Shall so come in like manner as ye beheld h oing (Acts 1: 4). 
Every eye shall see him, and they which p Pormed him (Rev. 1: 7). 
Wl. The Purpose of His Coming : H 
Shall gather together his elect from ths four winds. 
Weshall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed (1 Cor. 15 : 52). 
Shall together with them be caught = in the clouds + Thess. 4:17). 
A great multitude which no mau could number (Rev. 7 : 9). 
1, The Son of man is note dead, but a living, Saviour. 
2. For me coming of the Son of man, his disciples are to be on the 
wate 
8. The coming of the Son of man will be like the clear shining of 
the sun after a storm 
4, The second coming of the Son of man, unlike the first, will not 
be in weakness and humility. 
5. The second coming of the Son of man will be to the joy of saints, 
and to the despair or the wicked. 


III. THE HOUR OF CHRIST’S COMING. 

1. The Indication of the Hour : 

From . . . its leaves, ye know that swmmer is nigh; so... 
when ye see these things . . . know ye that he is nigh. 
The time is come, the day draweth near (Ezek. 7 : 12). 
There shall none of my words be prolonged any more (Bl 4 12 : 28), 
He that cometh shall come, and shall not verry, ee 1 
The harvest of the earth is over-ripe (Rev. 14: 
ll, The Certainty of the Hour : 

(1.) This generation shall not pass away until . 

ished 


+ « accom- 


All these things shall come upon this uenine (Matt. 23 : 86). 
Shall in no wise taste of deati:, till they see, etc. (Matt. 16 : 28). 


(2.) Heaven and earth shall pass away ; bist my words shall not. 
The word of our God shall stand for ever ge s hag 
The earth shall wax old like ° purment (Isa. 5 
The elements shall be dissolved with fervent eat “2 Pet. 3 : 10). 


it. The Uncertainty of the Hour : 
Of that day, or that hour, knoweth no one .. . but the Father. 
The day of the Lord will come as a thief (2 Pet, 84 10) 


Is it os f for you to know times or seasons (Acts 1 : 7). 
As were the days of Noah, so shall be the jmieg (Matt. 24 : 87). 


IV. Preparation for the Hour : 
1. The Circumstances Compared. 
It isas when aman .. . having left his house, etc. 


It is as when a man, going into another country (Matt. it. 25 : 14). 
Went into a far country, to receive . . . a kingdom (Luke 19: 12). 
There are diversities of ministrations (1 Cor. 12 : 5). 


2. The Lesson Enforced. 


(1.) Watch, therefore ; for ye know not when the lord . . . cometh. 
Watch, therefore : ‘or ye uned: not the day nor the hour (Matt. 25: 18). 
Be ye yourselves like unto men looking for their lord (Luke 12; 36). 
Blesse. is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments (Rev. 16: 5). 


(2.) Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 


While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered (Matt. 25 : 5). 

In an hour that ye think not, ‘the Son of man cometh (Matt 24 : 44). 
Let us not sleep, as do the rest, but let us watch (1 Thess. 5: 6). 
Shall . . . appoint his portion with the hypocrites (Matt. A: 51). 


1, Those 4 watch for the Lord’s coming will see the signs of his 


2. The TS. a's word was fulfilled with regard to Jerusalem. Will 
it not, with e ua Poor mp be fulfilled as to his coming again? 

8. The hour of t rd's coming is lef uncertain, that no one may 

mt off his reparation till then. 

4. The hour of the Lord’s coming is left uncertain, that no one may 
fold his hands, waiting for it. 

5. ES a hour of the Lord s coming is left uncertain, that his disci- 

may be ever on he waich forit. 

6. The best way to watch for the Lord's coming is not to be apa 
over the gate, but to be about the werk ne has ~ oh us to do. 

7. The three watch words : “ Take heed” “pray”... “ watch.” 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 


CHRIST'S SECOND COMING, 
1. a 
rophets (Dan. 7: 13; Jude 14). 
BY des us himself (Matt. 25 : 81; John 14: 8). 
By the apostles (Acts 8: 20; 1 Tim. 6: 14). 
By angels (Acts 1: 10, 11). 
2. How Characterized: 
The times of restoration (Acts 3: 21). 
The revelation of Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 1: 7, 18). 
Appearing of the glory of ont erent God sr) Saviour (Titus 2: 18). 
e coming of the day of God (2 Pet. 3: 
The day of the Lord (2 Pet. 3: 10). 
The day of our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1: 8), 


3. The Manner of His Coming: 
In clou:is (Matt. 24: 20; 26: 64; Rev. 1: 7). 
. In his own glory (Matt. 25: 31). 
In the glory ot bis ae ‘Mie 16: 27). 
In flaming fire (2 Thess. 
As hy ascended (Acts |: H i. 
With a i the voice ot the archangel, and with the trump of 
God (1 Thess. 5: 16). 
oar Ts wees by AE. (Matt. 16: 27; 25: 31; Mark 8: 88; 2 Thess, 


) 
With his saint=.{1 Thess. 3: 18; Jude 14). 
Suddenly (Mark 18: >. 





pepe ny! y (Matt. 24 ; Luke 


: 40). 
Asa in the night (1 Thess. 8: 3; 2 8: 10; Rev. 16: 15). 





PARALLEL PassaGEs.— Matthew 24: 23-42; Luke 21: 21-36. 

The teacher will find it especially profitable this week to com- 
pare the parallel passages. To the warning concerning false 
Christs, Matthew adds the injunction: “If therefore they shall 
say unto you, Behold, he is in the wilderness; go not forth; 
behold, he is in the inner chambers ; believe it not. For as the 
lightning cometh forth from the east, and is seen even unto 
the west ; so shall be the coming of the Son of man. Whereso- 
ever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.” 
To the signs in heaven “after that tribulation,” Luke adds: 
“Upon the earth distress of nations, in perplexity for the 
roaring of the sea and the billows; men fainting for fear, and 
for expectation of the things which are coming on in the 
world.” Matthew, after the mention of other signs, says: 
“ And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven; 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn,” etc. After 
speaking of the coming of the Son of man, Luke says: “ But 
when these things begin to come to pass, look up, and lift up 
your heads ; because your redemption draweth nigh.” Matthew 
illustrates the uncertainty of the day and the hour by com- 
paring the coming of the Son of man to the coming of the flood 
in the days of Noah, and rays that two men shall be in the 
field ; one shall be taken, and the other left, etc. Luke omits 
the parable of the far journey; and his exhortations to take 
heed and to watch, therefore, take a little different direction,— 
“Take heed to yourselves, lest haply your hearts be over- 
charged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and cares of this 
life,” ete. 

CrRcUMSTANCES.—They are the same as those of the last 
lesson, the answers to the questions of the disciples being in 
this lesson concluded. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 21.—Compare verse 6 above, Matthew 24: 5. The signs 
of the tribulation are given to the disciples in verse 5. Here 
the false Christs and false prophets are a part of the tribula- 
tion or troublous time itself. 

Verse 24.— But in those days, after that tribulation. The first 
clause, in those days, is indefinite. The second clause places 
the signs of coming evil after the destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Gentiles. In Luke we find the more important and more 
distinct statement that the treading down of “ Jerusalem by the 
Gentiles shall continue until the times of the Gentiles 
shall be fulfilled.” That is, until the right period as- 
signed to the Gentiles to have dominion over Jerusalem, or, 
possibly, to hold sway over the world, shall close. In Mat- 
thew we have the words immediately after that tribulation; that 
is, after the great Jewish war. This does not essentially 
differ from Mark’s words, except that after those days stands 
instead of immediately. But is not immediately to be inter- 
preted as meaning not speedy sequence, judged of, according 
to human indications of time, but ag being the next event pre- 
senting itself to the prophetic mind of Jesus? Bengel, and 
others since his time (1742), have compared prophecy to a 
picture which presents in a clear light the buildings, hills, 
and bridges in the front ground, while it brings together in a 
narrow compass wide valleys and mountains. But while this 
word need point only to the next event in history which is 
revealed to a prophetic soul, there are marks of time which 
here seem sufficiently distinct.— The sun shall be darkened, etc. 
Some of these are stated symbols in prophecy. Compare 
those in Isaiah 24: 19-23: “The earth is utterly broken 
down, the earth shall reel as a cottage, the moon shall be 
confounded, and the sun ashamed ;” and in Joel 2: 10, 
“The earth shall quake before them [that is, before the 
dreadful plague of locusts]; the heavens shall tremble; the 
sun and the stars shall withdraw their shining.” So the 
visions where God manifests himself in the glory of his 
power to a prophet, abound with instances of the awe of na- 
ture before its Creator. Compare Micah, chapter 1, and 
Nahum, chapter 1. 

Verse 26.—And then shall they see the Son of man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory. (Matt., on the clouds of 
heaven ; Luke, in a cloud).— With great power and glory. Com- 
pare Daniel 7: 13, “I saw in the night visions, and behold 
one like unto a Son of man came with the clouds of heaven.” 
The same imagery in prophetic vision is found elsewhere. 
Thus in Isaiah, chapter 19: 1, “Behold the Lord rideth upon 
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a swift cloud;” and in Habakkuk 3: 3-6, but especially in 
Psalm 28: 6-15, where the theophany was for the purpose of 
delivering David from his enemies. The question, then, is 
naturally put, whether these phenomena in nature are glori- 
ous representations of God or of the Son of man in nature ; or, 
do they belong to those glorious conceptions which a religious 
and poetical soul would frame for himself as pictures of 
glorious realities. Can a soul which is full of a sense of God’s 
presence in the world, and has an imagination, fail to image 
his presence in the world amid great events which point the 
soul upward to him? It would seem, then, that all these 
glorious sights of God and of Christ must be explained alike. 

Verse 27.—And then shall he send forth his angels, and shail 
gather his elect, . . . from the uttermost part of the earth to the) 
uttermost part of heaven. Matthew has, “From the four winds; 
from one end of heaven to the other.” He also adds, “Then 
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, when they see the Son 
of man coming,” etc. The men on the earth shall see him, 
as he comes on the clouds, but nothing is said of any judg- 
ment here on the tribes of the earth, except that men shall 
mourn when they see him,—no doubt through their sense of 
guilt and fear. The gathering in Matthew 25: 32 includes 
all nations of mankind, the good and the bad. Here the 
elect only are gathered, and there is silence observed as to 
what is to come afterwards. 

Verses 28, 29.— Now, from the fig tree, learn her parable ; that 
is, from that which comes. to pass in the case of the fig-tree, 
learn something similar to it which comes to pass in the 
kingdom of God. So Matthew, also. But Luke has behold 
the fig-tree, and all the trees, which does not look so original. 
Christ, perhaps, had a fig-tree in sight. The sense is that as 
there are signs of the coming on of the seasons, so there are 
indications in the events of the world of new seasons or 
periods in God’s kingdom. As summer is foretold by the 
tender branch and the sheoting leaf of the fig-tree, so you can 
know, when you see these things eoming to past, that he is nigh, 
even at the doors. There seems to be no subject for is nigh but 
he, the Son of man. So Matthew, also. But Luke has “the 
kingdom of God is nigh,”’ which is an interpretation. 

Verse 30.—This generation shall not pass away until all these 
things be accomplished. The word “generation,” here, naturally 
means the men living in the world, or living in a particular 
place or country during the same period ; or, it may be, living 
contemporaneously with the person who makes use of the 
word. The ancients reckoned three generations to a hundred 
years, as early as the historian Herodotus. On account of 
certain difficulties of interpretation, some expositors have 
assigned to the « ord here the sense of the race of man, or the 
Jewish race, or the class of believers. But these meanings 
are forced and untenable. The word has its ordinary accepta- 
tion, so that the time at which the fulfillment of these things 
was to come would be within the life of many of our Lord’s 
contemporaries. If this refers to the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, it would be strictly true. What, then, do the words until 
all these things denote here and in Matthew 24: 34? And can 
Luke refer to the same events, when he says (21: 31, 32): 
“ When ye see these things coming to pass, know ye that the 
kingdom of heaven is nigh. . . . This generation shall not 
pass away till all things be accomplished”? If we could 
without violence refer all these things to the destruction of 
Jerusalem only, we should have no great difficulty to encoun- 
ter. The coming of the Son of man in the clouds, in Luke, 
follows the time of Jerusalem’s being trodden down, which is 
to last until the times of the Gentiles should be fulfilled. 
The duration of this is entirely indefinite, and is to be fol- 
lowed by the coming of the Son of man in the cloud. 

But the difficulty is not thus removed: it is rather thrown 
upon the account of the future times in Mark, and still more 
on that in Matthew, to bear. And now starts up a new diffi- 
culty, growing out of the general opinion that the coming 
of the Lord Jesus to judgment was near at hand,—a belief 
which the apostle Paul shows that he shared with others 
(compare 1 Thess. 5: 1-10; 2 Thess. 2: 2-12). This passage 
is very remarkable: the apostle had given them the impres- 
sion, without speaking of any definite time, that the day of 
Christ was at hand. Now he gives them to know that “a 
falling away must first come,” after which the coming of the 
Lord should arrive (v. 8). And in 2 Peter 3:4 we read 
that scoffers had arisen, who said, “ Where is the promise 
of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.” 
To this he answers that “the Lord is not slack concerning 
his promise; . . . but is long-suffering,” etc. Such an opinion 
must have had a cause in the circle of believers nearest to the 
Saviour, Perhaps it may be accounted for, in part, by the 
tendency of such dread events, coming home to the imagina- 
tion, to make an impression of nearness without any knowl- 
edge when they would take place. Suppose that our Lord 
had said that a day would come when he should appear to 
judge the world, both believers and unbelievers? If this were 
couched in awe-exciting language, would it not be apt, without 
any specifications of time, to fill many with dismay, especially 
in times of dread calamity, and when prophets of old had 
spoken of those or of similar times of terror in the world ? 





And perhaps we may go further. Christ had spoken of 





his coming in three senses,—first, of the advent of the Holy 
Spirit (compare John 14: 16-18), “I will pray the Father, 
and he shall give you another Comforter;” and then, just 
afterwards, “I will not leave you comfortless (or orphans) : 
I will come to you.” Secondly, his coming, in another sense, 
was his revelation of himself, after his resurrection to go to 
the Father, in his sway and power in the world. Compare 
Matthew 26: 64, where he says to the high priest, “ Here- 
after shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of 
power, and coming in the clouds of heaven,” which, as having 
reference to Daniel 7 : 13, can be interpreted as appearing in 
the events of the world. And, again, thirdly, his coming to 
raise the dead, to hold judgment, and to build up his kingdom. 
Here are several comings, as they may be called, which Christ 
did not seek to separate from one another in the way of direct 
discrimination, leaving it to the future to correct misappre- 
hensions ; as, in a degree, he left it to the future to correct 
earthly views in regard to the nature of his kingdom. His 
main object was their spiritual improvement, which the half- 
dark light of his prophecies was best fitted to promote,—just 
as a parent can only in an imperfect, obscure way tell a little 
child concerning arrangements in the family that are to come. 
Something like this is Meyer’s way of explaining what is 
difficult in the passage before us; but this, too, labors under 
its difficulties, for it implies that the imperfect apprehensions 
of the disciples have entered into the Gospels (Meyer, Com. 
on: Matt., pp. 510-515). 

Verse 32.—But of that day or that hour knoweth no one, not 
even the angels in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father: This 
is not in Luke; but in Matthew, in the text followed by the 
Authorized Version, it stood “knoweth no man (that is, no 
one), no, not the angels in heaven, but my Father only,” 
where nor the Son was wanting in the manuscripts used. In 
the Revised Version, however, neither the Son is added by the 
oldest manuscripts, as it always stood in Mark.—But of that 
day or that hour: In Matthew, “that day and hour;” that 
is, the precise time when it shall come to pass.— Neither the 
Son, but the Father: Here there is a gradation from the 
angels upward to the Son, and from him to the Father. 
From his nature and intimate union with the Father, he 
might be expected to know when that day should arrive; but 
he denies the knowledge, and that for the purpose, it would 
seem, of showing to them that, if he does not know, much 
more ought they not to expect to know. He knew the events, 
and when they would happen, but not the exact date. This 
passage has had to bear a great variety of interpretations 
to bring it into formulas of theology. Many of them are 
scarcely honest. It is better to say that, when the Word 
emptied himself, and took upon him the form of a servant, 
he subjected himself to limitations; he was tempted; he 
prayed to the Father; he learned by experience ; he cried, 
“Tf it be possible, let this cup pass from me,” as if the Father 
were the judge of the possibility ; his compassion was aroused 
by what he saw, and so had a change of feelings, And yet 
he knew men, not by his sagacity only, but by the wisdom 
of his higher nature, and had every power and knowledge 
beyond human proportions, when it was necessary for the 
discharge of his great office. And the very fact that he had 
such a nature forbids wise Christians to try to explain it 
minutely. 

Verses 33-37.—Now comes the most important part of this 
passage,—the enforcement on the apostles’ minds of the igno- 
rance concerning the time of his coming, which Christ did 
not remove.— Take ye heed, watch and pray: Probably and pray 
is not a part of the text; and, as watching here is the prime 
duty enforced, and is not mentioned by Matthew or by Luke, 
there seems to be no ground for retaining it. 

Verse 34.—Compare, for this and the next verses, Luke 
12: 35-40.—It is as when a man sojourning in another country 
(compare 12: 1), or being abroad, having left his house, and 
given authority to his servants (that is, assigned to each his 
function), commanded the porter also to watch: The porter 
represents the aposties, as in Luke 12, above. 

Verses 35, 36.— Watch therefore (because you are in the 
same relation to your Lord as the porter is to his master) ; 
for ye know not when the master of the house cometh: The four 
natural divisions of the day enforce the necessity of watching, 
as the Lord may come at any time, even to the very dawn 
of morning,—lest coming suddenly (unexpectedly) he find you 
sleeping. > 

Verse 37.—And this rule of watchfulness is not confined to 
the porter (or person of highest trust), but applies to all, 
for all have their duties and dangers. 





OUR ABSENT LORD. 
BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 

The parable in Mark 13 : 34-36 cannot be discharged of 
its meaning by a reference to the ordinary risks of human 
mortality. Its theme is not man’s dying, but Christ’s coming. 

I. The Son of man is represented as a householder away on 
a journey (v. 34). 

1. It is not fair to look upon Jesus as a mere absentee lord 
of the soil. For he made this world ; he has suffered wonder- 


| fully to save souls; and he owns what he has purchased. 


2. It must be remembered that he went away for a most 





gracious purpose. He would send the Comforter (John 16: 7). 
He has gone to prepare a “place” for those whom he died 
to redeem (John 14: 2, 3). 

3. It is better to urge his coming back with eagerness of 
prayer. There is fitness in the passionate words of Richard 
Baxter: “ Haste, O my Saviour, the time of thy return : send 
forth thy angels, let the last trumpet sound! Delay not, lest 
the living give up hope. Oh, hasten that great resurrection 
day when the seed thou sowedst corruptible shall come forth 
incorruptible, and the graves that retain but dust shall return 
their glorious ones, thy destined bride!” 

II. To every one “our absent Lord” has given his own 
work to do (vy. 35). 

1. There is a work to be wrought on ourselves. Our bodies 
are to be exercised and skilled for service (Rom. 12:1). Our 
minds are to be developed and embellished for God’s praise. 
One of our Lord’s parables spoken on this very occasion has 
actually added to our language the new word “talents,” as 
signifying intellectual gifts (Matt. 25:15). Our souls are to 
be sanctified wholly (1 Thess. 5:23). ° 

2. There is also a work to be wrought upon others and for 
others. The poor are to be succored, the weak to be strength- 
ened, the ignorant to be taught, the sorrowful to be comforted. 
This is the significance of that other parable our Lord spoke 
on this same occasion (Matt. 25:31). He declares that not 
doing is to be reckoned as well as doing, and that everything 
is to be reckoned as “ unto me” or “ not to me.” 

3. There is another work to be wrought for God’s glory. 
“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.” 
Our whole life is to be consecrated to this, even down to the 
particulars of eating and drinking (1 Cor. 10:31). We can- 
not increase God’s “inherent” glory, but we can augment 
his “ declarative” glory. That isto say, we cannot bring him 
more glory, but we can show the glory he has. This is what 
the third parable our Lord gave must mean (Matt. 25: 1). 
The virgins were expected to swell the brilliant train of the 
bridegroom, and make the night shine with their torches as 
the procession drew near. They did not make his marriage 
splendid, but they lit up the splendor it had. 

Ill. Our “absent Lord” is surely coming back again to 
this world (v. 26). 

1. He predicted his second advent (John 14: 28). The lan- 
guage Jesus used in this remembered declaration is not at all 
figurative ; it all goes together as a statement of fact. He 
said, literally, he would send the Comforter, and the Holy 
Spirit came in person on the Day of Pentecost. And just as 
literally did he say he would himself return at the appointed 
time. 

2. He asseverated the certainty and solemnity of his own 
promise, as if he foresaw some would deny or doubt it (v. 31). 
This was endorsing the covenant engagement by a new 
oath ; “because he could swear by no greater, he sware by 
himself”? Christ was the “ Word,” and so what he said would 
stand forever, when the grass should wither and the flower 
should fade (Isa. 40 : 8). 

3. He left behin i him vivid descriptions of the momentous 
day. on which he should arrive (vs. 24-26). In these, how- 
ever, he does little more than repeat the vigorous language of 
the Old Testament prophet (Dan. 7: 9-14). Our Lord makes 
a reference to this ancient prediction, and accompanies it with 
vivid details (Matt. 24: 15). 

4. He even sent back word from heaven by an angel (Acts 
1:11). While the disciples wistfully stood gazing after the 
ascending Redeemer, there suddenly appeared two messengers 
from Jesus himself with a gracious rebuke for their forgetful- 
ness of his promise, and a quick renewal of it. It should be 
“this same Jesus” who should come back, and he should 
come “in like manner” as they had seen him depart. Is it 
possible that any Christian now, after all this, should doubt 
that our Saviour will be on earth again by and by? 

IV. The exact hour in which “our absent Lord” will 
arrive is not announced (Matt. 24: 42). 

1. Jesus asserted that he did not know it himself (v. 32). 
The disciples once asked him about this (Matt. 24:3). He 
told them that God the Father had kept this one secret in 
his own solemn reserve (Acts 1: 6,7). He may have meant 
that in his subordinate office as the anointed Christ he had 
not been made acquainted with this specific date ; or that he 
was not commissioned to declare it as part of his gospel mes- 
sage, it being unknown to the plan; or that, in assuming 
human nature as the Son of man, his divine omni<cience was 
limited in this and like particulars. It is enough for us to 
understand that here is a decided rebuff for the modern curi- 
osity which assumes to fix times and seasons that Jesus him- 
self said had not been revealed to him. 

2. But our Saviour declares that his coming might be ex- 
pected at any moment, morning or midnight, evening or cock- 
crowing (v. 35). It would assuredly be sudden. The figure is 
employed more than once in the Scriptures of “ a thief in the 
night” (2 Pet. 3:10). Peter in his Epistle only quotes our 
Lord’s own language (Luke 12: 39, 40). 

3. Moreover, Christ told his disciples that there would be 
tokens of the nearness of this great day, by which it might be 
recognized when it should be close at hand (vs. 28, 29). 
These signs would be as clearly discerned as shoots on fig-trees 
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in the opening summer. He mentioned some of them 
explicitly (Luke 21 ; 25-28). We may admit that “ wars and 
rumors of wars,” earthquakes, famines, falling stars, and 
pestilences (Matt. 24: 6-8), together with “great signs in 
heaven and earth,” are alarming disclosures; but will any 
one doubt that such phenomena are conspicuous at least ? 
(Luke 17; 24). 

4. So Jesus insisted that men were bound to be wise in noting 
these signs, and be ready (Luke 12: 54-56). People, who 
could shrewdly and correctly predict changes in the weather 
just by observing the color of the sky, so as to say that one 
day would be fair and another would be foul, our Saviour 
called “ hypocrites” if they could not with equal alertness of 
skill “discern the signs of the times” (Matt. 16: 2, 3). 

V. Tie. grates: pesll 4a that, when. “our absent Lo 
comes, men will be taken unawares (v. 36). 

1, The instinctive tendency of the human heart is to pro- 
crastinate in the performance of religious work. So, when 
the reckoning is demanded, souls are surprised. If all the 
good resolutions th&t have been made by members of the 
church of God had been executed in their due time, the 
millennial glory would long ago have gleamed on every hill 
and shone in every valley. 

2. Time glides mysteriously on with no reference to daring 
delay.* The grave, like the horseleach’s daughter, cries Give 
(Proy. 30: 15, 16), and damnation slumbereth not (2 Peter 
2:3), but men sleep clear up to the edge of divine judgment. 
They did jn Noah’s time, and in Lot’s, when a less catastrophe 
was at hand; and so it will be when the Son of man is 
revealed (Luke 18 : 26-30). 

3, Christians ought to hold in memory the repeated admoni- 
tions they have received. Walter Scott wrote on his dial- 
plate the two Greek words which mean “the night cometh,” 
so that he might keep eternity in mind whenever he saw the 
hours of time flitting by. Evidently the Apostle Paul feels 
that he has the right to press peculiarly pertinent and solemn 
appeals upon those who had enjoyed the advantage of such 
long instruction (1 Thess. 5: 1-7). 

4. There is no second chancee offered after the first is lost, 
When Christ comes, foolish virgins will have no time to run 
for oil to pour into their lightless lamps. A forfeited life cannot 
be allowed any opportunity for retrieval. Where the tree 
falls, north or south, there it must lie, whether the full fruit 
has been ripened upon its branches or not (Eccl. 11: 3), 

VI. The final counsel left behind him by “our absent 
Lord” is for all to watch (v. 37), 

1. Christ’s coming would seem to be the highest anticipation 
for true believers. When he appears, saints-will appear with 
him in glory (Col, 3: 4). This is the “ blessed hope” of the 
church along the ages (Titus 2: 13). 

2. It might clear an inquirer’s experience to think of this 
coming of Jesus. Does one love to “watch” for him? In 
the autobiography of Frances Ridley Havergal we are told of 
the years during which she sought sadly for peace at the cross. 
At last one of her teachers put this question to her: “ Why 
cannot you trust yourself to your Saviour atonce? Supposing 
that now, at this moment, Christ were to come in the clouds 
of heaven, and take up his redeemed, could you not trust 
him? Would not his call, his promise, be enough for you? 
Could yeu not commit your soul to him, to your Saviour, 
Jesus?” This lifted the cloud; she tells the story herself: 
“Then came a flash of hope across me, which made me feel 
literally breathless. I remember how my heart beat. ‘I 
could surely,’ was my response; and I left her suddenly and 
ran away upstairs to think it out. I flung myself on my 
knees in my room, and strove to realize the sudden hope. I 
was very happy at last. I could commit my soul to Jesus. 
I did not, and need not, fear his coming. I could trust him 
with my all for eternity. It was so utterly new to have any 
bright thoughts about religion that I could hardly believe it 
could be so, that I had really gained such a step. Then 
and there, I committed my soul to the Saviour, I do not mean 
to say without any trembling or fear, but I did—and earth 
and heaven seemed bright from that moment—TI did trust 
the Lord Jesus.” 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL. 


If any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is the Christ; . . . 
believe it not (v.21). One of the most confusing things in the 
Christian life is, that we are in a measure dependent on human 
agency for divine truth, while human agency is not to be 
trusted absolutely. We cannot even get at the Bible, except 
through the medium of fallible transcribers, translators, and 
printers; and for its explanation we need the help of critics 
and commentators, on whom we must not rely. With all the 
outside aid we can have, the responsibility is on ourselves to 
know what is truth and what is error; and in the discharge 
of this responsibility we must decide whose testimony to 
accept, and whose to reject. When John the Baptist points 
out the Christ, every hearer of John has a duty to believe on 
Christ, If an angel from heaven points out another as the 
Christ, the angel’s word must not be believed. This is a per- 
plexing state of things; but it is right that it should be so. 
It is ruinous for us to be deceived ; it requires watchfulness 





and study and prayer and faith to keep us from being led 
astray. And after all, the same is true in other spheres of 
life. To go into a crowded and busy railway-station, seeking 
the right irain for our journey, puts us in just this shape. 
We need man’s direction, yet we must not trust every man’s 
knowledge or fidelity—even if he has on a badge or a uniform. 
We are liable to be led astray. The duty is on us to find out 
the truth, and to heed it, And the more important the de- 
sired knowledge may be, the more needful it is that we be not 
deceived. The second coming of Christ will be falsely fore- 
told and pointed out by men whom we might trust at every 
other point of knowledge than this. Don’t believe any of 
them. 


Behold, I have told you all things beforenand (y. 23). That 


’ 1 is, we have been told beforehand that there are a great many 


. | things which are not to be foretold. We have been told that 
we are liable to be deceived, but that we mustn’t be deceived ; 
that we are to be on the watch for the sudden coming of 
Christ, but that we are not to believe any one who says that 
Christ has come again. A great deal is foretold in the Bible 
about the second coming of Christ—all that it is yet best for 
us to know. Just what has been foretold? Do you know? 
Can you point out all the plain teachings of the Bible on this 
subject? You ought to be able to do this. It is not enough 
for you to hear or to read what a distinguished preacher or 
theologian, or what a thousand preachers or theologians, may 
have to say about it. Unless you know for yourself what 
Jesus has foretold to you on this point, in his word, you are 
liable to be deceived, to your own injury and to your loss of 
the reward of such knowledge. If you do not know the dis- 
closures and the limitations of disclosure on this matter of 
the second coming of Christ, this lesson ought to arouse you 
to your duty—as for your life. 

Of that day or that hour knoweth no one, not even the angels in 
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. Take ye heed, watch and 
pray: for ye know not what the time is (vs. 32, 33). It ought 
to be evident to us, that no study of the signs of the times, or 
of the text of the Bible, will enable any man, however curious 
or learned or saintly he may be, to know more about this sub- 
ject than Jesus Christ and the angels knew when he spoke 
these words. Yet there has hardly been a time since that 
day, when more or less Christian scholars, or Christian igno- 
ramuses, have not supposed that they were a little in advance 
of this standard of knowledge. On the other hand, the fact 
that we cannot know beforehand the time of Christ’s coming, 
does not relieve us of the duty of being on the watch for it. 
It is because we do not know the time, that we must watch for 
the time. If aman wants to see the meteors which flash across 
the sky in the nights of August and November, he must be 
all the more watchful because he cannot know beforehand 
when they are coming. The lookout on the ocean steamer’s 
mast-head must be none the less watchful against icebergs, 
or headlands, or passing vessels, because he cannot know 
when they are to show themselves; and the denser the fog, 
the keener his watch must be. The time of Christ’s second 
coming is concealed from us. The fact of that coming is fore- 
told tous. The duty of living not only in expectancy of this 
event, but in prayerful watchfulness for it, is as plainly and as 
positively enjoined upon us, as is the requirement of any one 
of the ten commandments. 





TEACHING HINTS, 
BY M, 0, HAZARD, 


I, The Coming of False Chrisis.—1. The danger. “There 
shall arise false Christs and false prophets.” It will be well 
for the teacher to point out the fact that the danger here indi- 
cated is not entirely passed. “ Even now have there arisen 
many antichrists” (1 John 2:18). The followers of Joseph 
Smith and Brigham Young are within the borders of our 
own land. What El-Medhi may do in Egypt is just now a 
subject of considerable speculation and some dread. False 
religious leaders have been a mighty power for evil in the 
past, and they still are likely so to be. Through “signs and 
lying wonders” they have obtained fanatical followings ; and, 
by the same means, others like them in time to come are 
pretty certain to be able to lead many astray. 

2. The warning, “Take ye heed; behold, I have told you 
all things beforehand.’ How disturbed all Christendom 
might often be, but for these fore-assuring words! A few 
Millerites may get their ascension robes ready ; some there 
may be who tremble because of the pseudo-prophecies of a 
Mother Shipton, etc.; but the vast majority remains untroubled. 
“Tf any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is the Christ; or, 
Lo there; believe it not.” It is the duty of a Christian to be 
a skeptic in some things. He is to disbelieve everything that 
is contrary to the word of Christ. Religious impostures that 
dupe other people are to have no effect upon him, except to 
make him believe the more strongly in the One who warned 
him against them. Concerning them we are forewarned. There 
never will be any occasion for running to the wilderness on some 
one’s announcement that Christ has come, nor to hang around 
any “innez chambers” because of any affirmation that he is 
within, teaching as of old. When Christ does come, the fact 
will not be so localized as to need a proclamation. “For as 





the lightning cometh from the east, and is seen even to the 
west ; so shall be the coming of the Son of man.” 

Il. The Coming of the True Christ.—1. The signs of his 
coming. The time: “after that tribulation” Matthew : 
“immediately after,’ etc. Perhaps “immediately” in the 
sense of being the next great event in the prophetic vision. 
Luke seems to locate with definiteness: “until the times of 
the Gentiles be fulfilled.” As to the character of the signs, 
there are those who hold the words to be merely a figura- 
tive, poetical representation of great civil and social commo- 
tions, citing, Isaiah 13: 10; 24: 23; 34: 4; Ezekiel 32: 
7,8; Joel 2: 10; 3: 15; Amos 8: 9; Micah 3: 6-8. Others 
understand the language literally, or as- describing celestial 
phenomena by appearances, and take the signs as indicating 
the coming of a “new heaven and a new earth” (Heb, 1: 
10-12; 2 Pet. 3: 7, 10-12; Rev. 20: 11; 21: 23). Other 
theories there are, and their existence shows the uncertainty 
of interpretation here. When the time comes that these 
signs should be understood, they will identify themelves. 


2. The manner of his coming. “In clouds with great power 
and glory.” Not in weakness, as when he came to earth in 
the manger at Bethlehem. At the hands of men he is no 
more to suffer shame, The day of his triumph and recogni- 
tion is coming. The signs of the coming of that day, so pro- 
vocative of fear and of distress among the enemies of our 
Lord, will be as encouraging announcements to his servants. 
“ But when these things begin to come to pass, look up, and 
lift up your heads; because your redemption draweth nigh.” 

' 3. The purpose of his coming. “Shall gather together his 
elect.” Separated now by wide regions—separated eyen 
more by wide differences of opinion; but then all the be- 
lievers in Christ will be united into one body. The gather- 
ing will be from all points of the compass. All nations will 
contribute to this company. Not a small assemblage will it 
be either, but like that multitude that no man could number. 
How great a thing, then, it will be to be one of his “elect” ! 
How great a thing it now is! 

Ill. The Hour of Christ’s Coming.—1. The indications of the 
hour. We are told to learn a parable of the fig-tree. 
“When her branch is now become tender, and putteth forth 
its leaves, ye know that summer is nigh.’ When that sign 
is seen, there is no need of an almanac. Each blossom and 
each leaf are unmistakable announcements of the nearness of 
summer. Thrilled with a new life, the tree is trying to 
clothe itself in garments befitting the coming of the season. 
“ Even so ye also, when ye see these things coming to pass, 
know ye that he is nigh, even at the doors.” The terrible 
portents are but as the blossoms and leaves of the fig-tree | 
They denote that the long-delayed summer season of the 
world is at hand,—the day of blossoms, of leaves, and of 
fruit! “ Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the 
world with fruit.” 

2. The certainty of the hour. (1.) “This generation shall 
not pass away until all these things be accomplished.” If 
taken with reference to the destruction of Jerusalem, that 
prediction has proved true. If “generation” is to be inter- 
preted as “race,” then the existence of the Jews as distinct 
from all other peoples, though mingling with them, is a 
striking testimony to the truth of Christ’s words. (2.) 
“ Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away.” Christ’s word is firmer based than the solid 
earth or the starry dome above us! What a singular decla- 
ration for Christ to make, if he were a mere man! Men be- 
lieve in the permanency of the earth and the heavens; 
Christians are to rest upon Christ’s word as more lasting than 
they. The earth and heavens some day Will disappoint thoge 
who count upon their eternal existence. The word of Christ 
shall never disappoint ! 

3. The wncertainty of the how. “ But of that day or that 
hour knoweth no one.” When the angels do got know, nor 
even the Son himself, but the Father only, it would seem as 
if men should be a little modest as to assuming knowledge. 
But the second coming of Christ has been mathematically 
calculated and accurately diagrammed, by people carried 
away by a chronological craze. There was a purpose in leay- 
ing the time of Christ’s advent uncertain. If the exact year 
were known, people might fold their hands waiting for it. 
Repentance might be put off until just before that day. Now 
the attitude is that of expectancy. Christ may come soon ; 
he may delay. With the day or the hour we have no con- 
cern, but to watch, to wait, and to work until it come. 


4. Preparation for’ the hour. The circumstances com- 
pared. “It is as when a man, sojourning in another country, 
having left his house,” etc. In that way, Jesus illustrated 
what would be the case with regard to himself in a little 
time. He had not yet “left his house.” Two things he sug- 
gests as to what he was about to do: 1. To give authority to 
his servants; 2. To give to each one his work. He gave his 
authority to his servants in the commission to go and preach 
the gospel to the whole creation, and to each one ever since 
he has given a special work todo. Take ye heed, watch and 
pray, are the main commands; but it is evident that the time 
is not wholly to be spent in scanning the heavens for the 
signs of Christ’s coming, nor in unending prayer, but in work . 
as well. Praying, watching, and working, go together. He 
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watches best for Christ’s coming who lives as though Jesus 
might come at any time. To a man so living, that coming 
may be at even, at midnight, or at cockcrowing, and it will 
find him prepared, 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


We have to-day the rest of the talk Jesus had with his 
disciples which we began to study last week. Where was he 
sitting with them, looking towards Jerusalem? What did 
one of them ask him to see, as they looked over to the temple? 
What did Jesus say about the stones? Which four of them 
asked him to tell them the signs before all this should come? 
What trouble did he say should come to the city? What did 
he tell the disciples should be done to them? What comfort 
and help did he promise? What did he say of those who 
shall endure unto the end? In our verses for to-day some of 
the teachings of Jesus are in little plain words which children 
can understand and remember. Jesus told his disciples that 
deceivers would come and pretend to be true prophets, or call 
themselves Christ. 


this same talk, Take YE HEED, 

When you were some time careless and forgetful, were you 
ever called a heedless child? What does “take heed” 
uiean? So Jesus warned his disciples to keep in their minds 
all he had taught, and told them of more signs that they 
should know when all that he foretold should take place. 
He had told them before how he should die and rise again, 
but now he showed that some time they should see him 
“ coming in the clouds with great power and glory; and then 
shall he send his angels and gather together” from all the 
earth those who have loved and served him. 

Not very long after he said this he sent two angels to tel! 
them the same thing. Forty days after he arose from the 
grave he was again with his disciples on the Mount of Olives. 
He had just told them that his gospel should be preached all 
over the earth, when he stretched out his hands in blessing, 
and began to rise above them. They watched, and shining 
clouds received him out of their sight. While they looked, 
two men in white garments asked, “ Why stand ye here 
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus shall come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” Does it seem 
as if the companions of Jesus, to whom he had sent angels to 
speak of him, needed to be warned to take heed? But we 
need warning, as well, for the teachings of Jews aud of all his 
messengers are as much for us as for the ears which heard 
and the eyes which’ saw his glory. Jesus used things 
around,—common, every-day things, to help his hearers, 
Here is another little word for us: LEARN. 

Where they sat, fig-trees were growing near by, probably 
in April, tull of buds among the leaves, giving promise of 
plenty of fruit. So he said, “ Learn by the fig-tree. When 
you see the signs I have told, you will know my coming is 
near, just as by the fig-tree you know summer is coming.” 

How had Jesus taught, a few mornings before, by a tree 
without figs among-its well-grown leaves? It was not only 
that he would have us learn by the fruitless or the budding 
tree, but also to remember that every word is true; that not 
one word will ever fail. He says: “ Heaven and earth shall 
pass away; but my word shall not pass away.” It is not 
enough to hear his words, or to believe they are true. Others 
may say them to you, and try to teach their meaning, but 
you only can learn for yourself. Unless you will take 
heed, think, try to know, and remember, it will all be like 
leaves in the sweeping wind, or snow-flakes in the sunshine. 
Jesus is so kind, that, when he bids us take heed and learn, he 
also tells why, and teaches with a story, too. He told of a 
man going on a far journey who left his house in the care of 
his servants, gave every man his work, and told him to watch. 
He was to come back suddenly; it might be just at evening, 
it might be at midnight; perhaps when the day began to 
break, at what they called the cock-crowing, or it might be 
in the morning. Would wise servants be idle all the days 
while he was gone? So he taught of how much we have to 
do for Jesus our Master, and he says: Work. 

Every day is precious. We do not know how long we may 
be able to work for him. Would a wise child say, “ It will 
be time enough when I am grown”? Can a grown person 
give him the loving heart of achild? Is it as easy to “ be- 
come as a little child” in old age as when you are a child? 
If the servants did not know when the master might come, 
what ghould they do to be ready for him? Watcu. 

Once before, when Jesus told a story something like this, 
he said, “‘ Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think 
not, the Son of man cometh.” Is there any way to be always 
ready except to watch? Something more Jesus taught to do 
with the watching—PRay. 

Those who think of him will want to tell him all the de- 
sires of their heart, to thank him for all his words, all his 
promises; to ask for his help, to obey when he bids them pray. 
He only can give the best help to be ready for his coming. 
From all this we may be sure of one thing: Christ is surely 
. coming again. Every eye shall see him ; even the dead will 
wake, and his children asleep in the grave will rise and wel- 





He warned them not to be deceived, but 
to remember all he had told them, and he said four times, in | 





come him. When will it be? Jesus said: “Of that day and 
that hour knoweth no man.” He put in one verse the words 
of our lesson ; “ Take ye heed ; watch and pray, for ye know 
not when the time is.” One thing is sure: he will come to 
each one of us, or will call us one by one to him. — Is it not 
wise to watch? 

For next week’s quarterly review give to each child this 
question: What do you remember best of the teachings of 
Jesus in this quarter’s lessons ? 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 


A WORD OF WARNING, 


FALSE CHRISTS AND FALSE PROPHETS 
SHALL COME. 





¢ 
TAKE HEED LEST ANY MAN DECKIVE YOU. 





DIRECTIONS FOR COLORING.—Take ye heed: green letters. 
Waich, pray: yellow letters with purple shading. Lest com- 
ing suddenly: orange capitals; blue letters ; the framing lines 
brown. He find you sleeping: capitals, orange; letters, green 
with white shading, J say wnto ali: red. Watch: white. 





CHARY OF THE SIGNS OF THE AGES, 
WIVH QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T, PEARCE, 
1. JEWISH CEREMONIAL AGE 


Chief features: Jewish sacrifices; Gentiledarkness. Signs 
of its close: Gospel extension in Roman provinces; rise of 
impostors ; army of Rome encompassing Jerusalem. 

2. GENTILE CHRISTIAN AGE. 

Chief features: Power of Gentile nations; weakness and 

darkness of the scattered Jews (Rom. 11: 7-11). Signs of 


-its close: Gospel extension in the world; rise of anti-Chris- 


tians (1 John 2: 18, 19); progress of evil (2 Tim. 3: 13). 
3. JEWISH CHRISTIAN AGE. 

Chief features: Conversion of Jews; added power to Gen- 
tile nations (Rom. 11: 12, 25, 26). Signs of its close: Visi- 
ble wonders in the heavens (Mark 13: 24, 25); calamities 
(Rev. chapters 8-18); appearance of the Son of man in the 
glory cloud ; resurrection and ascension of the dead in Christ 
(1 Thess. 4: 16). 

4, MILLENIUM AGE. 

Chief features: Freedom from temptations ; holy lives of 
the saints left on earth; virtuous lives of unbelievers (Isa. 
11: 6-12); dominion of the risen saints (Rev. 20: 4-6); 
peace and plenty (Isa. 2: 4); believers’ freedom from death. 
Signs of its close: Temptations renewed ; unbelievers arrayed 
against the saints (Rev. 20: 7-9); the ascension of all re- 
maining saints (1 Thess. 4: 17; descending fire on unbe- 
lievers, . 

5. THE JUDGMENT AGE. 

Chief features: Resurrection of unbelievers; dissolution 
of earth ; the general judgment ; consignment to the lake of 
fire; re-creation of the earth (Rev. 20: 11-15). Signs of its 
close: The appearance of the holy city coming down from 
God (Rev. 21: 1, 2). 

6. ETERNITY (Rey. 22: 1-6). 


What charge was given by Christ in view of coming 
calamities? (Title.) What exhortation on the subject did the 
Holy Spirit write by the hand of Paul? (Golden text.) 
How many days in the past might you have ‘been found 
sleeping? (Mark 13: 21.) What special warning did the 
early disciples need? What time is marked at the begin- 
ning of this verse? Is the same or other time indicated in 
verse 6? Was this warning designed only for them, or also 
for us? (1 John 2: 18.) What is the aim of false teachers ? 
(v. 22.) What is their general object? (Titus 1: 10, 11.) 
Who are meant by false Christs, who by false prophets, and 
who by anti-christs? What Scripture evidence of such 
impostors have we? (Acts 5: 36, 37; 2 Cor. 11: 3, 4,13; 
Gal. 1: 6-8.) How are false teachers te be recognized? 
(Matt. 7: 15, 16; Acts 17: 11.) Why did Christ so care- 
fully emphasize the fact of their appearance? (v. 23.) Shall 
any visible signs indicate the personal coming of Christ to 
earth again, or shall none be given? (vs. 24-27.) What 
time-marking clauses are found in these verses? What 





times are meant? Is it right or wrong to attempt to harmo- 
nize Scripture texts, and to interpret them by transpiring 
events? (vs. 28:31.) Humbly suggest, by use of a chart, 
one probable arrangement of the chief ages of the world 
with their respective signs. (See chart.) To whom is the 
length of each of the future ages alone known? (v. 32.) 
How may we be prepared for any unknown hour of trial or 
temptation? (v. 33.) How are we to “watch”? (vs. 34-37.) 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL, 


As in most of the lessons, recently, the chief Oriental color- 
ing lies in the general tone of the whole scene; in the subtle 
tint that pervades the whole discourse, and enables a person 
who has had some Oriental experience to feel the genuine- 
ness of the whole, yet is very difficult to grasp in its particu- 
lars, or to communicate to those who have not some such 
knowledge of the matter as is only to be had by experience 
and observation. It would be easy to go into partial expla- 
nations of the semi-figurative language; but its prophetic 
character warns us against that, because no one will probably 
come near the mark with any present aim. 

With all the succession of false Christs, from the time of 
our lesson to the present day, it is remarkable that more false 
portents have been invented by the fable-mongers of the 
garrulous people than have been pretended to be ex- 
hibited by the false prophets themselves. One need only 
look at the miracles attributed to Mohammed, since his de- 
cease, which are infinitely more numerous than all he pre- 
tended to, and which are renewed in fable as the accurate 
memories of the old stories die away. We need not go into 
their history, nor give examples; they abound in even the 
travelers’ books, and their recital would only add an element 
of ridicule to a most solemn subject. 

Nor need we cite examples of the writers who speak of the 
heavenly bodies falling, the darkened sun, and soon. They 
are common enough in descriptions of mere national commo- 
tion, of personal sorrow, rather more than in narratives of 
physical convulsion. The Old Testament has enough 
analogous figures. In Psalm 18: 6-16, for example, is a set of 
figures which are perfectly natural, as well as perfectly Orien- 
tal,.and the careful reader knows at once that not one of them 
is to be, or can be, taken literally. It is better to take the 
Old Testament as our guide, in searching to find out all we 
can about verses 24-27 of this lesson, than to go to other 
Oriental sources. No other will do at all, indeed ; nor will 
that one do perfectly till the times of the end come. 

And if we look closely, we shall see that Jesus is just ex- 
actly quoting from the Old Testament again and again in this 
discourse. In that part which was contained in the last 
lesson, marked quotations occur in verses 7, 8, 12, 14, 19. 
Each one of them, also, had been commented upon by the 
ancient Jews ; and almost every time with strange references 
to the Messiah—such as it is hard to believe could have 
arisen outside the New Testament. 

So likewise, in the present lesson, the middle clause of 
verse 22 is a quotation from the Septuagint version of Deuter- 
onomy 13:1. Jesus was thus not only warning his disciples 
against the custom of the country, and to act as reasonable 
men, but clinching his warning with the words of Moses ; 
words given in declaration of the tests of supreme love to God 
which would be applied to the chosen—the elect. The hidden 
encouragement of the language is manifest now only to the 
searcher of the Scriptures; though it must have fired the 
heart of the Jewish disciple of the true Messiah. 

Again in verse 24, all from “the sun” to the end of the 
verse is a quotation from the Septuagint of Isaiah 13: 10; 
language which the prophet had used to picture the sorrows 
of wicked Babylon, punished and overwhelmed in the day of 
the Lord. How the eyes of the four disciples must have 
opened at this new vista disclosed in the old prophecy—but a 
short paragraph here is no place to attempt to display it. 

Verse. 25 ties on to this quotation—as if one with it— 
another from Isaiah 34: 4; a quotation which is used again 
by John in the Revelation (itself a mosaic of the language 
of the Septuagint prophets). Here the vengeance upon Idumwa 
pictures forth something which Jesus, and again John, uses to 
set forth the still far off future. Who can say that the apos- 
tles did not see the ever unfolding meaning of prophecy, as 
one age after another fulfilled it, and still left fulfillments yet 
to come. 

And still again the prophecy of “the Son of man coming 
in clouds” is a quotation from Daniel 7 : 13; and the apos- 
tles ized that though the Son had come in the fullness 
of time, as marked out by the prophet Daniel, and as all the 
world expected in their own time, yet now they knew that 
the Son of man was again to come—in fulfillment of the same 
prophecy, in the fullness of time whose measure no one knew 
save the Father. 

And verse 27 closes with a quotation from Deuteronomy 
30: 4, preceded by one from Zechariah 2: 6. The beauty 
and the sublimity of these quotations, in this connection, are 
overpowering; but what must they have been to those 
Orientals, those Jew disciples ? 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
sldee Smshteceonate publications recelved will, be 


weees in the Reformation. ey 5 
rated, pp. vili,204. Philadelphia: 
Price. ® cents 


The Book Opened; or, An Analysis of the Bible, By Alfred Nevin, D.D. 
12mo, > PP xt. 1 Indianapolis, Indiana: The sligious Publishing 
Hou rice 





Cr == 


mma Louise Perey. 16mo, illus- 
The Lutheran Publication Society. 


In the Enemy's © gomey. By Mra. A. K. dP. a Ge tting Down the 
Bars Series 3.) 16010, illustrated hiladelphia: The 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, Price’$ 


PAMPHLETS. 


The Bortebte, the Entertainment, and the Bazaar. By the Rev. Alfred E. 


Mey i mo, pp. 61. Philadelphia: The Presbyterian Board of 
Publication. Price, 10 0 cents, 


™ ibn ped Potter. of Prohibition, Anaddress. By O. J. Chubbuck. 


pp. New York: The National Temperance society and 
Pulk - ‘Moen, Price, 5 cents, 


The Fd gow gh of Prohibition. By President John Bascom, D.D., LL.D. 


rp. 2 New York: The National Temperance Boclety and 
Publicar on House. Price, 10 cents, 


The High Mountain Apart: words for the anxious, the sorrowful, and 


the sufferiug. By Mary C. Miller. 32mo,pp 31. Philadelphia: The 
Presbyterian Board of Publication. Price, 3 cents. 


MUSIC, 


Sweet Spices,for the Sunday-school. By J. ©, — roamed Oblong, 16mo, 
paper. pp. 46. Philadelphia: Lee and Walker 





RECENT BOOKS WORTH NOTING. 


In the last weeks of summer, readers are few and pub- 
lishers are busy with forthcoming autumn issues, so that 
the number of new publications is not large. 

Biography.—Historical societies are usually wiser than 
individual authors, in the preparation of works in history 
and biography. The Maine Historical Society’s Memo- 
rials of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (Portland: Hoyt, 
Fogg, and Donham), and the Massachusetts Historical 
Society’s Tributes to Longfellow and Emerson (Boston : 
A. Williams & Oo.), are valuable contributions toward 
the complete biographies of the two great authors now 
in preparation by the Rev. Samuel Longfellow and Mr. 
J. Eliot Cabot. Such modest but careful and just 
records are of far greater service than the hastily-pre- 
pared “lives” of Longfellow by Stoddard, Underwood, 
Kennedy, Austin, and Mme. Macchetta. Another sketch 
of Longfellow, by Mr. Thomas Davidson, has been re- 
printed in pamphlet form by Little, Brown, & Oo., from 
the current volume of the Encyclopedia Britannica. 
The same publishers reissue, from the same source, 
La Fayette, by the Hon. John Bigelow, and Abraham 
Lincoln, by J. G. Nicolay. The last-named sketch may 
be considered a condensed summary of the forthcoming 
biography of Lincoln, in six volumes, by Messrs. Nicolay 
and John Hay. American political biography receives 
another contribution in Mr. E. B. Callender’s Thaddeus 
Stevens (A. Williams & Oo.), a flattering picture of a 
man of power, and of conspicuous faults, Of biographies 
from foreign sources, A. D. F. Randolph & Oo, have re- 
issued the Rev. Dr. Peter Lorimer’s translation of the 
careful study of the work of John Wiclif and his English 
Precursors, by Professor Lechler of Leipsic. Another 
German, J. H. W. Stuckenberg, is the author of a full 
life of Kant (Macmillan & Co.), whose writings have re- 
cently been made the theme of several thoughtful Eng- 
lish works. 

History and Travel_—Mr. H. ©. Hovey’s Celebrated 
American Caverns (Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Oo.) is 
a book of more than merely popular interest,—a conve- 
nient summary of information concerning familiar and 
unfamiliar caves in this country. Mr. E. K. Godfrey’s 
The Island of Nantucket (Lee and Shepard) is a good 
guide-book, with odd bits of history and gossip relating 
to acuriously individual community. Mr. Edwin White- 
field, who published, two years ago, a volume of faithful 
sketches of old houses in Massachusetts, now devotes a 
second volume (A. Williams & Co.) to the quaint build- 
ings still standing in Connecticut and Rhode Island. 
The recent steady development of interest in local an- 
tiquities is praiseworthy ; it is still further illustrated in 
the first volume of the Rev. Henry W. Foote’s careful 
History of King’s Chapel (Boston: Little, Brown, & Co.). 
A popular account, written too soon, but suggestive and 
stimulating, is Mrs. Annie Wittenmyer’s History of the 
Woman’s Temperance Orusade (Boston: James H. 
Earle). 

Fiction.—The number of new American novels con- 
tinues to be so large as to refute the opinion—steadily 
maintained for fifty years in the face of the facts—that 
cheap reprints of foreign fiction destroy the native pro- 
duct, The No Name and Round Robin series have done 
much to stimulate American work in this line ; and now 
a third series, the “ Kaaterskill,” has been started by 
G. W. Harlan & Oo., New York. It begins with A Fair 


Philosopher, by Henri Daugé, author of The Georgians ; 
and A Modern Hagar, by “Charles M. Olay” (Mrs. 
Charlotte M. Clark), author of Baby Rue. Certainly 
the average American novel compares favorably with the 
current reprints from English writers, such as the coarse 
and common So They Were Married (Harper and 
Brothers), by Walter Besant and the late James Rice ; 
the equally coarse Lady Beauty (G. P. Putnam’s Sons), 
by Alan Muir; and the artificial At the Eleventh Hour 
(G. P. Putnam’s Sons), by Annie Edwards. We should 
be sorry to think that English society is so slangy, and 
bibulous, and jockeying as English novelists make it 
appear. A higher and more thoughtful book, in which 
the element of fiction is made the means to an end, is 
Miss Edith Simcox’s Episodes in the Lives of Men, 
Women, and Lovers (James R. Osgood & Oo.). Life, as 
viewed by Miss Simcox, is lacking in elements that most 
of us deem necessary, but it is a life above mere “ society” 
interests. 

Miscellaneous.—The new edition of the Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Hill’s Geometry and Faith (Lee and Shepard) 
is a book for thoughtful men and women. It is much to 
the credit of American literature that it has made such 
contributions to the theistic argument as this book by 
Dr. Hill and the late Professor Peirce’s Ideality in the 
Physicial Sciences. The Elements of Forestry (Robert 
Olarke & Oo.), by Dr. F. B. Hough, is a book of directions 
for the planting and care of trees, which will be found 
helpful to village improvement associations. A handy 
little collection from the Speeches and Table-Talk of 
Mohammad (the very latest orthography) has been added 
‘to Macmillan’s Golden Treasury Series by Mr. Stanley 
Lane-Poole. Students of English will be pleased to note 
that the new edition of the late Joseph Bosworth’s Anglo- 
Saxon Dictionary, announced as “in press” for the past 
thirty years or so, has at length been begun, by the issue 
of the first two parts (Macmillan & Oo.). 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


Mr. Frank H. Oushing,who has made himself as one of the 
Zani tribe of Indians, for the purpose of gaining a point of 
vantage in the study of Indian antiquities, contributes the 
first ot what promises to be an interesting series of Indian 
articles to the Atlantic Monthly for September. 


In Harper’s Monthly for September, Colonel F. W. 
Higginson tells of The Visit of the Vikings to the Amer- 
ican continent, and discusses the claims of the Dighton 
Rock and the Old Mill at Newport, to be relics of the 
adventurous Norse. Edwin P. Whipple contributes some 
new Reminiscences of Emerson, 


Probably the first article in the September Century 
Magazine to which readers of the Sunday School Times 
will turn, is Professor George P. Fisher’s paper on The 
Academic career of ex-President Woolsey. Professor 
Fisher speaks from the inner knowledge which comes 
from his own Yale experience and from an intimate 
association with the veteran scholar of whom he writes. 
The article is illustrated by engravings of the Woolsey 
Gold Medal, recently presented to Dr. Woolsey by the 
Professors of Yale, and with other engravings by Schussler 
and Oole. This number of the Century might almost 
be called a biographical number. Besides Professor 
Fisher’s article on Dr. Woolsey, it contains a pretty full 
biographical sketch of Thomas Bewick by Austin Dobson, 
a temperate article on Dante Gabriel Rosetti by Edmund 
W. Gosse, and a brief paper on Mark Twain by W. D. 
Howells. The frontispiece is a careful engraving by 
Cole, of Thayer’s portrait of Mark Twain. 


Two recent publications are worthy of the atten- 
tion of all interested in primary class work. The first 
is called The Story of the Tabernacle, and it consists 
of seven stiff sheets, eight inches broad by eleven long, 
son which are diagrams of the Tabernacle and its furni- 
ture. Colored worsteds for hanging on the diagrams, 
and a little book of directions are supplied with each set. 
These pictures, with their clear outlines and brightly 
coloréd worsteds, are well adapted to help the teacher in 
making vivid to the little ones the story of the desert 
worship of the children of Israel. It is prepared by Mrs. 
E, P. Rice and published by F. H, Revell, of Chicago, at 
thirty cents, The other publication is a little pamphlet on 
kindergarten topics, The American Kindergarten, pub- 
lished by the American Kindergarten Society, New York, 
at the price of twenty-five cents. It is arranged on a 
somewhat hap-hazart principle, but it contains excellent 
suggestions in the line of theory and practice, not 





only for kindergarten teachers but for all primary 
teachers. 





WORK AND WORKERS. 


ee 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1882. 


Vermont, state, at Montpelier ..............September 13, 14 
Germany, national, at Berlin.......-......-September 27, 28 





Kansas, state, at Lawrence....-.:...-......----October 10-12 
Pennsylvania, state, at Easton........ October 10-12 
Virginia, state, at Petersburg .................- October 10-13 
Maine, state, at Hallowell ............-.....-..- October 24-26 
Rhode Island, state, at Providence..........-. November 8, 9 
New Hampshire, state, at Claremont .......-. November 14-16 
New Jersey, state, at Bridgeton_.........._.-- November 14-16 





ASPECTS OF CHAUTAUQUA. 


BY A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. 


The first object which now greets the Chautauquan, on 
his annual pilgrimage to his Mecca, is the lofty tower ot 
the Hotel Atheneum, rising above the forest along the 
shore. Approaching nearer, the white front of the build- 
ing is revealed, looking out upon the lake. This new 
hotel, began in March and completed (except a few of 
its ornamental appendages) before the opening of the 
Assembly, marks a new departure at Chautauqua. The 
historic Ark no longer rests upon its Ararat by the water- 
side, but it is embowered ina quiet grove alongside a rus- 
tic glen, and within its rooms, as of old, are found Beard 
with his pictures, Bowne with his puns, Foster of 
Chicago, the junior Vincent, and the bright young secre- 
tary of the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle, 
with others, new and old at Chautauqua. Beyond the 
Ark stands the normal pavilion, a large tent, somewhat 
dingy, and suggestive of a circus, in which the normal 
department of the Assembly held its sessions. 

These are the new features of the Chautauqua land- 
scape; but the most remarkable change, after all, was in 
the weather, which varied every day between sunshine and 
rain, with a constant fickleness. On the opening night 
of the Assembly, in the auditorium, it seemed quite like 
old times to sit an hour with the rain showering down 
on our faces, and the raising of umbrellas sternly pro- 
hibited, until the voice of the commander was heard, 
saying: ‘“‘ The next exercise on the programme will be a 
procession to the Amphitheatre!” Then was a rush and 
a run—five thousand people passing a given point in five 
minutes—for shelter nnder the broad roof, on which the 
rain thundered. There the meeting was reorganized, the 
speeches were made, the jokes (prepared for the occa- 
sion) were gotten off, and the Chautauqua enthusiasm, 
which many waters cannot drown, rose to its full height. 

The Chautauqua season this year was longer than ever 
before, beginning with a full programme on July 8, and 
continuing until August 21, just in time to allow the su- 
perintendent and his helpers to reach the New England 
Assembly at its opening on the following day. But, 
although spread out over a longer period, the programme 
was just as crowded as ever, with a bewildering array 
of great names, and a list of exercises which made people 
long to be in six places at the same time, and sometimes 
vainly to attempt it. 

The Chautauqua University, as Joseph Cook named it 
four years ago, or the O. D. (out-door) College, as Dr. 
Wilkinson called it this year, is gradually settling down 
upon a permanent basis and organization, into its 
several departments, There are, among others, the 
school of languages, with its faculty and three hundred 
pupils; the teachers’ retreat, giving normal instruction 
to secular teachers under such educators as Dr. J. W- 
Dickinson, Dr. W. T. Harris, Professor Niles of Boston, 
and others; the musical college, with Professors Sherwin 
and Case at its head, and the grand chorus around them, 
making the old auditorium mellow with music all the 
summer; the missionary institute, where all the sec- 
tions of the church catholic meet upon one platform 
and discuss common interests; the classes in kindergar- 
ten, clay-modeling, phonography, and elocution, and 
the school of art, where the successful instructor is Pro- 
fessor Frank Beard, who used to be known at Chautauqua 
only as the joker and caricaturist. 

The Sunday-school normal department, once the 
central sun of Chautauqua, now shines with relatively 
leas brightness, on account of its many rival luminaries. 
It no longer appears in its old-time prominence upon the 
programme, but is remanded to the column of “ special- 
ties,” and is unknown to thousands at the assembly. 
Yet the department is as large, if not so important, as 
ever ; it is more thoroughly organized, and the work of 
the classes this season has never been surpassed. It is 
now systematized into five classes: the children’s class, 
with four hundred little students, in two grades, con- 
ducted by the Rev. B, T. Vincent, with illustrations by 
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Frank Beard; the intermediate, a preparatory normal, 
drilling upon the facts of Bible knowledge, also by the 
Rev. B. T. Vincent; the primary normal, for teach- 
ers of “infant classes,” taught this year by Dr. 
Vincent in person, out of his large experience in 
infant-class management; the regular normal, whose 
graduates form the Chautauqua alumni, this summer 
for the first time having two daily sessions, and a course 
of study more complete than ever before, with nearly 
two hundred students, under charge of the Rev. J. L. 
Hurlbut. Higher still, is the advanced normal, or 
past-graduate department, under the management of the 
Rev. Frank Russell, which has a series of written exami- 


nations upon appointed text-books. In all these depart- | 


ments of normal work there were present, throughout 
the three weeks of the assembly, a daily aggregate of 
nearly eight hundred students, young and old. These, 
with the alumni, fifteen hundred strong, go forth to carry 
into hundreds of places higher standards of work in the 
Sunday-school. 

The great event of Chautauqua this year was the gradua- 
tion of the first class of the C. L. 8. C., the Chautauqua 
Literary and ScientificCircle. Four years ago, this people’s 
college was organized in the pavilion where now stands the 
Amphitheatre. Of the eight thousand who have at differ- 
ent times given their names to the class of 1882, about 
fifteen hundred, no mean proportion, have pursued their 
studies to the close, and of these seven hundred were 
present on the commencement day at Chautauqua. No 
college ever graduated such a class, and no graduating 
exercises were ever arranged in such a form, and carried 
out with such a spirit. The class met at the outer limit 
of St. Paul’s Grove, before the closed gates of bronzed 
wood, which are opened only once a year, and through 
which only those mortals can pass who can show the 
certificate of the completed course of the O. L. 8. ©. 
Here a responsive service was rendered, the gates were 
opened, and the class passed through. They marched 
up the hill under four arches, emblematic of their four 
years of study, while little girls dressed in white strewed 
flowers in their path. At the Hall of Philosophy they 
were met by the superintendent of instruction, Dr. Vin- 
cent, and the counselors of the Circle, and another ser- 
vice, with songs, followed. Next came the march to the 
Amphitheatre, with all the Chautauqua organizations,— 
a bannered host,—iu attendance. At the amphitheatre, 
Bishop Warren gave the oration, a noble address upon 
the threefold nature of man, and Dr. A. D. Vail told the 
“Story of the Banner;” for the ensign of the ©. L. 8. O. 
is composed of silk which has been waved over all the 
mountains sacred to culture and to religion, from Mars 
Hill to Mount Sinai, and been Jaid upon many of the 
world’s memorials of genius and influence, from the 
Pyramids to Arnold’s tomb at Rugby. Then the coun- 
selors and a few others gave speeches, all of which were 
intended to be short, and some of which were. Last of 
all, Dr. Vincent distributed the diplomas. In the even- 
ing St. Paul’s Grove was illuminated with the “ Athenian 
watch-fires,”—cressets lifted up on high pedestals, and 
flaming like gigantic torches, under whose flaring light 
the graduates met in the hall of philosophy, and were 
organized into “The Society of the Hall in the Grove,”— 
the Alumni Association of the OC. L. 8.0. So closed the 
greatest day thus far in the history of Chautauqua. 

There has always been a much stronger undertow of 
earnest religion at Chautauqua than appeared upon the 
surface, and many have gone to their homes qnickened 
in spiritual life by the Assembly. This year the religious 
element has been much more prominent. A daily devo- 
tional conference was-held by Rev. B. M. Adams, of 
Connecticut, and attended by more than a thousand 
people. Also, a woman’s devotional conference, held 
daily, filled the little chapel to overflowing, and would 
have crowded a building twice as large. On each 
Wednesday evening of the Assembly, denominational 
prayer meetings were held, each branch of the church 
gathering for social worship as at home; and thus the 
fires glowed at once upon a dozen altars. 

But a few of the many aspects of Chautauqua during 
the season of ’82 have been given. Time would fail to 
tell of the fireworks, of the electric lights turned into 
rainbows as they, shone on fountains; of the wondrous 
glory of the illuminated fleet; of the camp-fires that 
glowed upon the shore, and the night-vigil of the 
C. L. 8. C. upon the hill ; of Dr. Niles’ views of glaciers 
and mountains,—the finest stereopticon pictures ever 
seen at Chautauqua; of Dr. Buckley’s aggressive lectures, 
bristling with points and bright with illustrations; of 
Anthony Comstock’s revelations about the satanic press, 
and his pleadings for our endangered youth; of the 
Look-up Legion ; of the museum crowded with curiosi- 
ties, under the watch-care of Mr. Van Lennep, arrayed 








in full regalia; of Van Lennep’s muezzin call to prayer, 
every afternoon, inviting all to be good Mohamme- 
dans; and of hosts of other things done at the forty 
meetings per diem during the Assembly. 

So much for the literary features. As regards the 
others, it remains to be said that there are some things 
which are badly needed at Chautauqua, If, next year, 
the management will take a thousand dollars off the pro- 
gramme and place it in sidewalks, so that one can get 
from place to place without either floundering through 
mud or raising a cloud of dust, an important service will 
have been rendered to the visitors. Housekeepers say, 
too, that one store, including bakery, grocery, dry goods, 
and drugs, is not quite sufficient for a population of 
twenty thousand. Some better roadways and gradings 
are also needed; and old stumps and underbrush are 
more rustic than ornamental, and should be cleared 
away. If, besides the above, the Park of Palestine could 
be reconstructed, Mount Gerizim repaired, the frogs 
in the Dead Sea cleared out, and a coat of whitewash 
given to the Ark, then the Chautauqua of the future will 
be even better than that of the present. 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL, 


On Thursday, August 17, the Centre County (Pennsyl- 
vania) Sunday-school Association held its thirteenth 
annual convention at Centre Hill. The meeting was 
arranged on the plan of ‘‘a basket-lunch Sunday-school 
convention.” It was the first experiment of the kind in 
Northern Pennsylvania, and it was completely successful, 
there being a full attendance at every session. One of 
the members of the convention sends the following item 
about something which was not done.. He says: “ At 
the recent convention of Centre County’s Sunday-school 
workers no person was seen using tobacco, by smoking or 
otherwise. This is the glad testimony of one present 
throughout, and a close observer of such things.” 


EVANGELISM. 


—Five young German ministers have already come to 
this country, to work among the German population of 
the West, in response to the call of the Lutheran General 
Council ; and seventy students of the Missionary Insti- 
tute at Sleswick, have volunteered for similar service. 

—After the conclusion of his work in Aberdeen, Scot- 
land, Mr. Moody commenced a short campaign in Dun- 
dee. Here the methods employed and the results accom- 
plished were very similar to those at Aberdeen. In some 
of the inquiry meetings the audiences were so large, that 
the meetings had to be broken in two, and held in differ- 
ent halls, The number of conversions was large. Mr. 
and Mrs. Stebbins arrived in Dundee some days later 
than Mr. Moody, and joined in the work. Another 
American evangelist, the Rev. Dr. George F. Pentecost 
has just concluded a successful series of evangelistic 
meetings in Dumbarton. 


—Evangelistic work among the native population of 
the Hawaii Islands is being-carried on by Mr. Hallenbeck. 
A recent campaign of three weeks in Kaumakapili 
resulted in a great revival among the natives and half- 
breeds. Of the work among these last, an eye-witness 
says: “ Among no class has the work of grace been more 
apparent and wonderful than among a class of half-white 
youths, These young men have, in most instances, been 
given over tosin. With much higher mental abilities 
than the pure Hawaiians, they have seemed to use these 
abilities for deeper sin. During Mr. Hallenbeck’s meet- 
ings the most prominent of these young men have come 
out, and declared their intention of forsaking their sins 
and leading Christian lives. Men ofthe coolest judgment 
who have known these young men for years, and have 
employed them in their stores and offices, believe the 
work done in their hearts to be a genuine work of regene- 
ration. Men who are themselves not Christians testify 
to the change in their lives, and are glad now to employ 
them, feeling sure that every Saturday night will not be 
spent now, as before, in a drunken spree whigh often ran 
far into the next week. If these young men stand fast 
in their new life, and grow as they may, they will be a 
great power for good among the Hawaiians in Honolulu 
and throughout the Islands.” 


TEMPERANCE. 

—The jubilee of the teetotal movement is to be cele- 
brated by a grand festival at the Crystal Palace, London, 
on Tuesday, September 5. 

—The Good Templar membership in California is 
rapidly increasing. There are now .nearly twenty thou- 
sand Good Templars in that state. 

—Mr. R. T. Booth’s temperance mission in Birming- 
ham, England, resulted in the gain of 50,184 new pledges. 





The number of those who donned the blue ribbon was 
66,297. 

—At the recent convention held in St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, the Catholic Tctal Abstinence Union passed a 
resolution favoring religious temperance work, and depre- 
ciating prohibitory effort. 

—In most of the large towns of Minnesota, temperance 
principles are taught in the public schools. This is in 
obedience to the law recently passed, requiring that all 
the public schools of the state should teach temperance. 


—To the “mile-long” petition from the women of 
England in favor of Sunday-closing, which was recently 
presented to Parliament, has been added another of simi- 
lar tenor from the magistrates of England. It bears 
3573 signatures. 

—Prohibition work is going on briskly in Nebraska. 
The outlook is so promising for prohibition, that the anti- 
prohibitionists have awakened to their danger and have 
called for a general council to devise means of fighting 
the temperance workers. This council will be held 
September 10, probably at Omaha. 


—In commenting on the prohibition warin the West, the 
Springfield Republican outlines in a couple of sentences 
its view of the present and future position in politics of 
the temperance question. It says: “‘ While western news- 
papers are busily declaring that,the temperance question 
should be kept out of politics, and party managers agree 
with Logan in thinking that the less said about it the 
better, interest in the rum business by no means dimin- 
ishes as the political season advances. In one shape or 
another it forms the leading issue of the campaign in 
several states; and in the end it seems that the great 
parties everywhere will be compelled to take it up.” 


GENERAL. 

—There are 610 Chinamen on the rolls of the Chinese 
Sunday-schools in New York, and the average attendance 
of these reaches 331. Forty of these scholars have con- 
fessed their faith in Christ. 


—Bishop Crowther, “ England’s black bishop,” reports 
that the average Sunday attendance at his stations on 
the Niger is 3,472. Of this number, 1,597 are nominal 
Christians, and 451 church members. 


—The Connecticut Sunday-school Teacher’s Association 
has just issued the official report of the thirteenth annual 
state Sunday-school convention, held at Norwich in the 
early summer of this year. The report fills a hundred 
duodecimo pages, and it contains the full county and 
other reports, the addresses made at the convention, and 
the statistical tables which were presented. 

—A new Sunday-school Assembly is projected by the 
members of St. Paul’s Olassis of the Reformed Church. 
Oakland Beach, the proposed camping ground is situated 
on Conneaut Lake, which is within eight miles of Mead- 
ville, Pennsylvania ; and the ground is said to be well 
adapted for all assembly purposes. Several meetings 
have already been held for the purpose of making neces- 
sary arrangements, and it is expected that the plans for 
the new assembly will be definitely completed early this 
fall. 


—How one missionary of the American Sunday-school 
Union succeeded in his pioneer work where another 
worker failed, is told in this letter from the successful 
missionary. “I had a pleasant experience in one of 
those discouraging districts where, I am sometimes told, 
‘It’s no use for you to go; you'll only get abused.’ Only 
two weeks before, a preacher had been insulted by young 
men who played ball there on Sunday. He saw the bad 
in them, and told them of it. I saw the good and told 
them of that. I have never before seen so many young 
men in a country district; right heartily did they enter 
into my Sunday-school organization, and now they are in 
the Bible class of the Sunday-school.” 


| 


PERSONAL. 

—Mr. Francis Murphy, whose strength gave way in 
the midst of his recent and exhausting temperance work 
in Scotland, is now gaining health and strength again in 
a vacation at Dundee. ; 

—Mr. Herbert Spencer, the noted agnostic sociologist, 
“our philosopher” as the Darwinians call him, has 
arrived in this country, to which he has come for the 
purpose of seeking rest and health. 

—A letter from the Rev. Dr. Charles 8. Robinson 
announces that his health is completely restored, and 
that he expects to sail from England in time to reach 
New York in the beginning of October. 

—Bishop Harris, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
who has been on a tour of eleven months’ duration among 
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the missionary stations of his church in 
South America and Europe, has just re- 
turned to the United States. 


—Oaptain Conder and Lieutenant Man- 
tell, of the English Palestine Exploration 
Fund, have been ordered to the seat of war 
in Egypt. 

—One of the most prominent figures in 
the recent history of the Presbyterian 
Ohureh in America passed away in the 
death of the Rev. Dr. George W. Mus- 
grave, which took place at his home in 
Philadelphia, August 24. Dr. Musgrave 
was one of the leaders of the “Old School” 
branch of the Presbyterian Church; but 
he was chairman of the joint meeting on 
reconstruction at which the formal basis 
for the reunion of the old and new schools 
was completed, For years, Dr. Musgrave 
was an active worker on various boards 
and committees of his church; but two 
years ago the infirmities of advancing age 
compelled him to give up active work, and 
his death, though sudden, was not unex- 
pected, 


THIS ANI D THAT. 


—_—_--—_—-————— 


The proprietor of the Brighten Beach 
race-course announced that the proceeds 
of a certain day would be given to the 
(Roman Catholic) Church. A large crowd 
and considerable gate-money were the re- 
sults. The receipts, amounting to two thou- 
sand dollars, in accordance with the pledge, 
were handed over to the priest, But when 
the facts came to the ears of Bishop 
Loughlin, he not only ordered the money 
returned to the doner, but suspended the 
priest. This fact is commended two the 
attention of those Protestant Ohristians 
who have dull consciences as to the 
sources from which they fill their church 
treasuries, 





Death, indeed, is not the “ end-all ”— 
even with reference to this life. There 
are many who, though they are dead, yet 
speak, The living, those who held the 
departed the closest, still are moved and 
influenced as by a real presence. No one 
can know the power of the dead over the 
living, who has not lost one as dear as 
life itselt. A touching instance of this 
power is the testimony of the Rev Dr, 
Deems, in the Church Union, » Ban: hg 
the babe whom twenty-five years ago he 
laid in the grave : 

“A quarter of a century lies between that 
death and this writing, but that dead babe to- 
day has more power over me than any living 
man. He walks the streets with me. He goes 
to all the funerals of infants. Before his death 
I did not know how to talk at the funeral of a 
babe. Now I know at least how to sympathize 
with the parents. When a man comes into my 
house, and tells me with quivering lips that 
there is a baby lying dead in his home, I go 
with him, led by the hand ot a little child 
whose mortal body was buried a quarter of a 
century ago.” 





To the general public, the ways of shrewd 
advertisers are past finding out. On the 
part of some, at least, advertising has come 
to be afine art. They arenotcontent with 
plain, straight-forward advertisements, 
alone ; but reach the public through general 
articles, often elaborately illustrated, which 
have the assumed air of being written solely 
for the information or delectation of the 
people. These articles are prepared as the 
trout fishermen prepare their mock flies 
for the capture of the inhabitants of the 
brooks—with an eye to exact naturalness ; 
for they know the public will not “rise” 
to an evident imposition or to a bare hook. 
In view of these facts, it is not at all surpris- 
ing that a contemporary aunounces that it 





Wishes wb conpeibinfions on the subject of 
“ bieyeles,” giving aa a reason therefor, that | 
a great manufacturing firm has offered a! 


large prize for the best article on that 
theme, the amount of the prize to be con- 
ditioned, not only upon the merit of the 
article, but also upon the circulation and 
character of the paper or periodical in which 
the competitor succeeds in getting it pub- 
lished! Possibly that will explain the 
number of entertaining bicycling articles 
that lately have appeared. 


People who think that Ohristianity is 
making no progress, take their own im- 
pressions instead of facts, The despond- 
ency of a good many who are under the 
impression that the gospel is losing ground, 
would be happily dispelled by a look at 
the truth as it is, Take the facts in re- 
gard to missions, for instance, The Chris- 
tian at Work summarizes the results of 
eighty-six years of work in the field of 
missions. The effect of a look at its 
figures is to dissipate the kind of dejection 
alluded to, Eighty-six years ago there 
were seven Protestant missionary socie- 
ties—now there are seventy-two. Then, 
there were 170 male missionaries em- 
ployed—to-day there are 2,400, besides 
hundreds of native pastors, Of the latter 
there are in India alone 1,600, and 1,000 
in the South Seas. At that time 50,000 
heathen converts were reckoned—at the 
present, the number is computed at 1,500,- 
600, Then, the sum given to Protestant 
missions was $200,000—last year the total 
reached $7,000,000. Eighty-six years ago 
there were 70 missionary schools—to-day 
there are 12,000, with 400,000 scholars. 
Fifty translations of the Scriptures, then, 
with a circulation of 5,000,000 copies— 
three hundred and twenty-six translations 
now, with a circulation of over 150,000,- 
000! The last two years, especially, has 
witnessed a wonderful increase and impe- 
tus in the work, These facts do not look 
much like impotency or retrogression of 
the gospel. On the contrary, they bring 
to mind the declaration that the kingdom 
of this world shall become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Christ. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


ay he aes the circulation of The 


every insertion, excepting for 
he chant Ween ae meen when the 
rate ie 40 cents per line, 


HORSFORD’S ACID PHOSPHATE 
is beneficial in inebriety and in many dis- 
eases where the: nervous system is unstrung, 





“ Our effort has ‘bean to have idiom school library 
books classified and described according to thew con- 
tents. Jf any one knows what is in a book let him te ua 
about it.”’—The 8. 8. Times, Aug. 26 '82, 

Send and get a descriptive catalogue of our 
No. 6, Library, which will give you a brief 
outline of contents of 50 first-class Sunday- 
school books—and enable you io judge for 
yourselves whether they are adapted to your 
school. THOMAS Y. CROWELL & CO., 

13 Astor Place, New York. 


The Bible and its Study. 


PROMPTINGS AND HELPS TO AN INTELLI- 
GENT USE OF THE BIBLE. 





The general interest in the series of articles on the 
Bible and ita study. contributed by eminent European 
and American writers to the issue of The Sunday 
School Times tor December 13, 1879, led to their reissue 
in a form convenient for handy use, and yet neat 
enough for permanent preservation, All the articles 
having a bearing upon the general theme of the best 
methods of using the Bible itself and the various 
helps to its right understanding, have been collected 
under the title of The Bible and its Study, and are 
published in a sad page pamphlet. 


CONTENTS, 


WHY STUDY 4 BIBLE? 
By the Rev. Barnas Sears, D.D., LL.D. 
IMPORTANCE oF BIBLE STUDY. 
By Charlotte M. = Pena 
THE RIGHT SPIRIT FOR BIBLE STUD 
By Professor Austin Phelps, D.D. 
CAN WE Lig ats OUR ENGLISH BIBLE? 
By the Rev. F. H. A. Scrivener, M.A., DOL, LL.D. 
SORIPTURE =—4 INING SCRIPTURE. 
y Professor J. L. M. Curry, LL.D. 
HINTS ON are... INTERPRETA TI ION, 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D. 
HELPS TO POPULAR BIBLE STUDY. 
By Professor Philip Schaff, D.D., LL.D. 
HOW TO or COMMENTARIES. 
eatery) ~ CJ. ~~ ts ee Bishop 
Gloucester and Bristo: 
LIGHT FROM Tig > ON THE cee. 
e Rey. W. M. Thomson, D.D. 
LIGHT FROM gRIENTAL D ISCOVERLIES. 
y Professor George Rawlinson, M.A. 
LIGHT FROM pie MANNERS AND 
OUsiOMS, 


By Isaac H. Hall, LL.B., Ph.D, 

THE BOOK IN THE EARLY CHURCH, 
By the Rev. Edmond de Pressense, D.D. 
PROMO 20- ys STUDY IN THE CHURCH 
By Chancellor Howard Crosby D.D., LL.D, 


NOTICES OF THE PRESS. 


“It is an excellent work to place in the hand oi 
every teacher of the Holy Record.”—Zion’s Herald, 
Boston, dluss. 

“A valuable little see "— The Advance,Chicago, Iu, 

“These subjectsare by the most learned 
egy of the eke d furnish, ina small com- 

o— amount of of valuable @ reading matter,” — 
Uinerioan hristian Review, Cincinati, Ohio. 

“Ay yer valuable little volume, worthy to be care- 

tully and studied. It contains in small ~ . Se 


mend it to both teachers red heey rs Ay 7 book, 
that gives us better undaeooen ot Holy ptures, 
will welcomed those who ktow the’ value ot the 
word of God.””— The Journal, Toronto 

“The publisher of The Sunday Sch 
performed a really valuable ser 
public in putting forth in hand 
series of pores published in the es near the begin- 
ning of the year. It is a convenient little phlet ot 
about one hundred pages, suitable to carry in the breast 
pocket. It comprises thirteen short papers by some 
ot the most eminent ot prowess writers.” — The Daily 
J , Syracuse, N. Y. 

“A valuable help to the aye pane use ofthe Bible, 
—Zhe Morning Star, Dover, N. 


“Very valuable to the Bi bie student.”—2 he Chris- 
tian A d, Va. 








“ Bible oy end will do well to procure a copy.”— 
Ide Qminal Chris ian Advocate, ike cone on 


able assistance 
geet rae ing he Gospel 
” uate advise 


, Augusta, Maine, 
Sunday-school teacher to proc’ 
ttle — it oe be attentively 
‘ad without profit; i t furnishes terial imme- 
diate use and Valuable iight for further guidance.”— 
The . ‘Bowmanwilie, Te ee 
“When such writers as Dr. Barn: 
Austin Phelps, M. B. Riddle Philip Sc Pe wrens 
Rawlinson, hop G. J. ~ Eilicott.and ore we M. Thom- 
e Pressense, ani oward Crosby, combine 
thetr 1a ideas about the | inte siti ent use of the Bible, the 
sdingly valuable. Zhe Bible 
Me ty a Rete pam ae let, reprinted trom the 
ae of es containing a 
series of short articles y these and other eminent 
persons. Its chapters are varied in topic, covering 
well the subject pn — Soe adapted admir- 
ably to meeta tare pract If we were a pas- 
tor again, we bey. = -¢ Soby rate the hands of ev: at 4 


of 0 every scholar old eno’ 
to understand itin our anda ‘001, if we had to do 
so at our Own expense,” — he Congrepadionalis Boston 


Sent by mail, prepaid, on receipt of price, 
Single copy, 20 cents. Five or more copies, 15 
cents each. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Cheatnut Street. Philadalnbia Pa 


CARDS! 


REWARD 223e 











Canvassers Wanted 


FOR THE 


SCHAFF-HERZOG 


Encyclopedia of Reli- 
gious Knowledge. 


By PHILIP SCHAFF, D.D., LL.D., 


Assisted by hundreds of the Best Scholars 
ef Europe and America. 

Based on the great HeRzoe Encyclopedia of Europe 
To be issued in three large volumes, of nearly 
1,000 pages each. Vol. I. soon ready. 
Sold Exclusively by Subscription. 
This will prove the best work for experienced can- 

vaasers to handle that has been issued for years. 
We expect the demand to equal 300,000 copies. 
Territory now assigned. Send tor descriptive cir- 
culars and terms. 


FUNK & WAGNALLS, 
10 and 12 DEY S8T., 





NEW YORK. 


BELS S$ OR H (ONEY, 


We 5B be. oh wee a & sam leg co ot our 

MONTHLY GLEANIN N BEKC E, wi 

& Spe nig: Md price-list a the latest im mprovemebts to ~ 
msves. Hone re, Arti 

Section Money Boxes, ‘ait books aud journais, 

and everything pertaining to Bee Cuits ure. Nothi 

patented, Simply send year — <a posta! c 

writion plainly, to AMOR I Mating Obin, 


$100 ibrar we $4,”° 


Until October ist, $4.75 buys a Meeeey of 108 
volumes of ¢hoicest $1 to Sunday- 
oeks all pales 


echoo! books, sent — 
alogued and numbered, p aaa 
form ; wire stitched : ight an one — viene 
outlast most expe 

-six books are’ Leones. Ona renee free. 
comare book and ay exchange, 3 oat, 


cent. ton one p 
Davin c. COOH, ‘Revelation ae 
school P Publisher, Street, Chicago, 


SYMBOL GIFTS te EW Fsitlne. 


Send 10¢. tor Sample Set with oars We of ‘prices, te 
HARRY ANGELL, 34 Fourth Ave.. New York City. vity. 


CRUDEN'S fsa 


vestpaid, DAVID G. COOK. 
















EXAMINE 


Our Glad Hosanna 


By LOWRY and DOANE. 


oUR GLAD> HOSANNA is the LABGEST 
and BEST COLLECTION of Hymns 
and Songs ever offered at the 


Popular Price, - - $30 per 100 Copies. 


RG Specimen Pages sent free on request, 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 


76 Kast Ninth Street, 81 Randolph Street, 
New York. | Chicago. 


Ten Nights in a 
Bar Room..2i* A Sombie 


work, with eight illustrations, 
form (just as good for the ite). sold fo for 
$i—lowest price ever sold, (see Potter & 
o.’s list)—and THIRTY-NINE extra on sles 
to distribute sent razz (all postpaid). ost 
thrilling and forcible temperance book ex- 
tant. Costs nothing to scatter it on this 
plan. The Temperance Bevola- 
tion, 4 Adams Street, Chicago. 


GENTS" WANTED for the Best and Fastest selling 
Pictorial Books and Bibles. Prices redu: ced 38 per 
cent, NATIONAL PUBLISHING CO., Philadelphia. 


ANTED AGENTS for Underwood's Authentic 
and Complete Lifeot LonerzLtow. The ‘ood 

Edition, illustrated. now_read Sells splendidly. 

Address, B. B. RUSSELL, Pub., Boston , Mass, 


AGENTS Wanted * ~ handsome Illustrated stand. 

works of character; reat variety: ™ Books & Bibles 

low in price; selling fast; everywhere ; Liberal terms. 
y, Garretson & Co. 66 N. Fourth St.. Philadelphia, Pa. 


GEORGE F. . PENTECOST, - 


Edited oe Headley F. Pe Pentecost’s direction. 

Over ee. with steel pak 91.50. First two 
ed 609 copies in two weeks. 

armen. =. free. JAS. H. EARLE, Boston. 


AGENTS WANTED fescremily ivmic 
the Family Knit- 
Machine ever mvemied, Will knit a “~ of 
Ss with in d TOE complete, in 20 
minutes. It will also it a @ great variety of fancy- 
pa for which there is one aready market. . Send 
and terms to th bly Kni 
achine Co., 163 Tremont Street, Boston, Mass. 


--AGENTS eave 

STATE to 

sell our Publications. Wehave 

the best Bible, a ey best Family Medical Book, 

the best Illustrated Books for Agents. We 

ant Zouns, men of 7 acai experience to travel 

ond enon —_ train men for us. We want men of capi- 

publicat rience and ability to manage the sale of our 

= aie, in each State. Give age, experience, and 
hich position is desired. 


ASSRLE., ETTER, Pr & 
ve "sn B oa ne New York. 
AGENTS: 


AGENTS! AGEN''s: 
THIR' RTY-THREE bran’ new YEARS . . entitled 


AMONG 
& the ree chance WILD IND 


ered to You ay moyen ary 
GEN. SHERMAN. This Superbly / lustrated, F g ane 
Thrilling work outsells all others 10 to 1, or 1s tne Provo) se! 
ate ever published. Agents overage A to 20 orders a day 
b th thousand tn press.. Prete oat AGENTS WANT! bd 
iced Territory and Ex oy my given, Send for curcular: 
o A. ° WORTMINGTON & 00.. Hartford. Conn. 













































coe Elevating! Entertaining‘ 
ULIA ss WRIGHT’S pook 
“Practical Lif e.”’ {7 yy: 


Ray. Theo. L.Ouy whe “Lam quite delighted 
with it, ale ougt 10 be ever y house.” Oentral 
St. Louis,says: ‘/¢ is a thoroughly good and beautiful 

The Pittsburg Christian Aaocate, says: fis essone 
teed to be — and enforced in every sehold.” 

600 lear artistic i 








> pe. ficent™ fal? 
Page c +7 “ire ices low. Terms Sales 
oaaetS¥ D EVERYWHERE. Send for particularsto 4 . 
whim McOURD ¥ & OO., Philadelphia, Pa.” _ 
CHRISTIAN 


Men and Women are Wanted 

as AGENTs for our new and fast-selling edition of the 

JAMIESON, FAUSSET, and BROWN’S, 
BIBLE Cee ae. 

tT, Tilustrations. In 


NAMES & , HILLSDALE, MicHr. 


AGENTS SURV. FQ FBS 


TREASUR "auile 


For - HOME CIRCLE. ofS 0! of 300 
bestlove Gomes chosen from the whole realm ao Mu- 
sic, Usual cost, $87! Here, only $2.50. No book 
like it. Wo Competition ! Saleisimmense! Eminent 
citizens say: ‘A treasury of pleasure for e home.” — 
HH. Tiffa: any, ,D.D. “A perfect marvel of excel lence and 
cheapness.”"—G.A.Peltz,D.D. “Full of genuine gems.” 
—F. bins, D_D. Three be pn agg ae it, hence 
iti is a grand chance to coin mo se 
de. free. Address HUBBARD ) BROS. ie ee 


ote F PAY to sell our Bubder Gee mana 
ples tree. TAYLOR | BOB. & ©O., Cleveland, O 


PAYSON Satna 


= ary Pore ular for Secunative work on linen. 4 
ST htedal & Diploma. Sold everywhere. 


_USE A BINDER. 


Subséribers wishing to keep their copies of 
The Sunday School Times in good condition, 
and have them at hand for reterence. should 
use a binder. 




















We can send by mail, postage 
paid, a strong, plain binder for $1.00, or a 
handsome one, half leather, for $1.50. These 
binders have been made expressly for The 
Sunday School Times, and are of the best 
manufacture. The papers can be placed in 
the binder week by week, thus keeping the 
file complete. Address, 
JOHN D. WATTLES. PUBLISHER, 
725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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EDUCATIONAL. 


P EEKSHILL(N,Y.) Military Academy. For 
circulars, address Col. C. J. WR. IGHT A.M.. Prin. 


est Chestnut Street ry School for Boys 
Sept Ik ee ie years of age, i707 Chestnut St.,will open 
No Kindergarten, Miss M. B, Cochran, Prin. 


Ge LDEN HILL ye tor Lag t 
pd dies, Beidgeport, Conn, 
e Principal Mss EMILY | NELSON. 














Ms 1 G@IBSON’S fchool for Young Ladies, 
1519 Walnut St., Philadeip' will a for the 
Fall Session Sept. 21. Home pupils limited. 


BANKLIN FAMILY SCHOOL, TOPSHAM, 

Me. Fall term opens Sept. 19, 1882. Instruction 
thorough and practical, with good home influences, 
For particulars, address, D. L. SMITH, Principal. 

IGHLAND MILITARY ACADEMY, 

Worcester, Mass., » poze for Business, Scientific 
Schools, oo) Coll ear begins Se - 12, For 
B METOALE A.M., Sup’t. 


circular, apply to 
EST NOTTINGHAM ACADEMY. 


Ly a yt Boreas’ 
College or GB, x inc 


. Colora, Ce Cecil Co., Mary 


MISS NOTT’ 














—— and French Family 
School for You 
Ladies, 33 Wall Street Now Ht aven, Conn. The 10t. 
year begins Sept. 20. wen * sent upon application. 
GT, GEOR: hector Be a an unsurpassed Board- 
for Boys and Young Men, Reisterstown, 
et ee ie ecg for the Universities ‘and Oblleges, or 
usiness. ayear. Prof. J.C.Kinear, A.M., Principal 
Paxson 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

course of study. Full corps of teachers. 
Sixty-th Wn XH: year will open Thursday, Sept. 
4, trance examination,9 A. M. Apply to Prof. 
JOHN 8. SEWALL, Bangor, Maine. 


iy 4 Institute.—No. 69 Second Ave., N. Y., 
under the direction of Rev. and Mrs. A. G. Ruliff- 
son, receives for one year, and sustains after the proba- 
tionary month, young women who seek a preparatio 
for or missionary’ work. Send for annual statement. 


ILITARY cena, 
North jo neg . we 
and Classical. 














Commercial . Year begins Sept. 12. 
send for Sotalome. 
EMERSON G. CLARK, A. M., C. E. V., Prin. 
TREEMOUNT SEMINARY—Norristown, Pa. 
by those desiring for their sons careful 
" and eo te preparation for | 
ness or ai oii h smo year commences 
For circulars, address, JOHN W. LOCH, De 





Rt VERBSIDE waeaient AND DAY SCHOOL 
for roe? potiee. Auburndale, Mass., ten miies 
from Boston, wi I Oct. 4, 1882. Pupils prepared 
pe | Wellanes: and colleges. Thorough English 
urse. Best of home influences, For circulars, ad- 

dress the Principal, Miss DELIA T. SMITH. 


BOSTON tg erg OF a 
Full course Two ¥ ; shorter one year. 
The Delsarte system otee of gesture and a » complete course 
~ light Se ae Oct. 5. Bod 
erset St., Boston, , October to 5th 
AS 10 to 12 A. M. For catalogues apply to RR 
RAYMOND, Prin. 


WILSON FEMALE COLLEGE, 


ber nae eh ag 


mice vests course. G 








, & Semi- 
oung Women 
Fine Arts a specialty. “aie est standard. 
best teachers. Write 
CALDWELL, D.D., President. 


BEENWICH ACADEMY. 
Usual Literary Courses, with oS Institute and 
Commercial 1802. Both Sexes. 





religious. “ios care and com- 
Charmingly located on N: 


arragansett 
~~ on direct route from N. Y. to Boston. Guage d op- 
portunities for salt-water bathing and — re 
moderate. = t. 4. Catal 

., Principal, ty RE 


Lake Erie Seminary, 


PAINESVILLE, — Mt. Raiyeee Fisn. 
The y ype ge IR ear will n ber 7, 
1882. ae Fecently, e% ex ded. Building 





enlarged dranlic passenger ele- 
vator. eaeed "Tuition, as yt? year. For illus- 
trated circular or catalogu: 


MISS EVANS, Principal. 


MAPLEWOOD INSTITUTE 
For Young Ladies, 


PITTSFIELD, MASS. 
Has accomplished in poet t 4 u ~¥- rs, ample cabinets. 


Every way superior facilities, in a iocation of un- 
rivaled be beaut uty. me 


___ Bev. ©. V. SPEAR, the Principal. — 
~ PHILADELPHIA, 927 CHESTNUT STREET. 


PENNSYLVANIA CONSERVATORY 
OF 
UNIVERSAL EDUCATION, 


(For Patrons and Pupils of Both Sexes, at any age.) 


SIX DIFFERENT DEPARTMENTS : 

Department ot General Education, Depart- 
ment of Music, Department of Rusiness Educa- 
tiem, Department of Elecation and Oratory, 
Department ot Singing. Department of Ancient 
and Modern Languages. 


(Special Department of Voice Defects and impediments 
of Speech.) 

Each department furnishes three independent 
courses of study, each course complete in itself, and 
affording to patrons and pupils of both sexes, at any 
age, @ most careful discipline and thoroughly system- 
atic training in the studies pursued therein. Those 
not wishing to pursue any regular course of study, are 
priviledged to select such stndies as they wish, and 
pursue the same either in class or private. The Con- 
servatory offers unsurpassed facilities for acquiring a 
broad and liberal education in the varions departments 
of Business and Finance, the Arts, Sciences, 
Mathematics, all Languages (ancient and 
modern), and Literatares, together with the vari- 
ous, artistic Weeal, Instrumental, and Eloeca- 
tionary accomplishments, at the most reasonabie 
rates of tuition, Students earefally prepsred 
‘for admittance to any College or Univer- 
sity in the United States or Europe. Patrons 
and pupils received in any of the deparments at any 
time during the year. Circular of general informa- 
tion sent free uporr application. 


PENNSYLVANIA CONSERVATORY, 
_927 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. _ 














THE SCHOLARS QUARTERLY. 


FOURTH QUARTER. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY for the fourth quarter of this year is nearly ready for 


delivery. 
number. 


It will give, side by side, the old and new versions of the lesson text, as in the last 
On the cover will be a picture of thé interior of the Garden of Gethsemane. 


A group 


of picture helps to the lessons, including “ An Upper Room,” The Via Dolorosa, A Rock-hewn 
Tomb, Gethsemane and the Mount of Ohves, The Superseription (in Hebrew, Greek and Latin), 


etc., will interest scholars, as will also the fine map of Modern Jerusalem. 


The lesson pages 


fre prepared with great care by persons skilled at the work, and will not be found dull or 


uninteresting to scholars, either young or old. 


The Quarterly will contain the usual number 


of supplemental helps to the lessons, an Order of Service, and appropriate lesson hymns. 
THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY costs more than most of the other quarterlies, but it is 


wonderfully cheap in view of what it furnishes, 


The price is 25 cents a year, or $25.00 for a 


hundred copies a year. It is sent by mail without costing subscribers anything for postage. 
Subscriptions are taken for three or six months at the yearly rate, although for less than 10 
copies, for a single quarter, the price is seven cents each. To supply a class, costs, for instance, 
as follows :—For five scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 35 cents; for ten scholars, one 


year, $2.50; three months, 63 cents, . 


TO INTRODUCE IJ. To those who have not used The Scholars’ Quarterly within a 
year, we will supply it on trial, for one quarter ONLY, at just one-half the above regular rates. 
Such orders must be accompanied with the statement that The Scholars’ Quarterly published by 
The Sunday School Times has not been used in the school or class within a year. On this trial 
plan, 100 copies would cost but $3.13; fifty copies, $1.57 ; ten copies, 32 cents; five copies, 18 


cents ; these rates which are much below cost, are only for NEW trial-orders, 


Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut St., ee Pa. 
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THE CARE AND INSTRUCTION 
—OF— 


YOUNG BOYS AND GIRLS. 


A Sownd Mind in @ pene niet 


PARENTS who havea child that has been in some pouty s ventilated schoolroom, breathing vitiated air 
with fifty-five other children, or that has been in some small school in a private house not ventilated at all, 
are invited to examine the rooms on the lower floor of CHAUNCY-HALL SCHOOL BUILDING, and see the 
arrangements for the physical, intellectual, and esthetic needs of little children, The house is open daily from 
9 till2. It will be found that minute attention is given to the following things : 


(a) CARE OF THE BoDy IN 


1. The abundant supply of pure air, without opening a window in cold weather, even ai recess ; 
2. The constant drawing off of impure air, at a heavy expense; 

3% Temperature that seldom varies over two degrees, except in summer ; 

4. The dryness, not only of the schoolrooms, but of the basement ; 

5. Examination of the drainage and plumbing twice a year by a sanitary expert; 

6. Seats whose backs were planned by’ high medical authority ; 


7. Carefully regulated light ; 8. Cleanliness ; 


9. Sunshine. 


So much for the physical nature, to enable the child to receive easily 
(0) INTELLECTUAL AND AISTHETIC TRAINING THROUGH 


1. Cheerful and tasteful surroundings ; 


2. Little memorizing ; 


3, The beginning of French in a natural manner, while the vocal organs are flexible ; : 


4. A largecorps of teachers. 


The head teacher of this department has had a very long experience, and, being gifted with a motherly, 
gentle way of managing, has an admirable influence on her pupils. She has the rare power of doing thorough 
work without insisting on rigid dicipline ; so that, year after year, she promotes classes to the Upper Depart- 
ment, well grounded in their studies, and yet not weary in mind or body. 


There are also special teachers in FreNcH, DRAWING, SINGING AND CALISTHENICS, GEOGRAPHY, PENN 


MANSHIP, READING. 


Last year every seat was taken early ; but the annual promotions have made some vacancies, 


Fully half of the young children who entered last year came to escape the damp basémeénts, bad air, and 
open windows from which they had suffered—generally through no fault of their teachers—in the best of the 


public schools. 


Tue FIFTY-FIFTH YEAR BEGINS SEPT. 20, ONE WEEK LATER THAN THE UPPER DEPARTMENTS, 


BOSTON. MASS, 





CORNWALL COLLEGIATE SCHOOL 


FOR YOUNG LADIES. 


blands of the Hudson. French, German, 
attention to Natural Science and Art, 
REV. ALFRED ©. ROE, 
Cornwall-on-Hudson, N. Y. 


In the 
and es 


Elmira Female College. 


Thoroug furnished for giving a superior 
education 1) College Courses of Study, and in Music 
ire. »<y unusually moderate. 





Blair Presbyterial Academy 


Will reopen on Tuesday, September 6. Pupi 
zopared by caretul and t orough instruction for " 
or for Business. Advanced studies for Young 
M ch, German, 


Ladies— The situation is 
healthy and beautiful ; 
oderate, 


the home gem Se able; is 
c mi 8 terms for ministers an 
candida. i. D. 


om tt A.M., Ph.D., Prin. 
BLAIRSTOWN, New Jersey 


PENNSYLVANIA 


State College 


FALL TEBM OPENS AUGUST 25. 


Located in one of the most beautiful and healthful 
spots of the entire Aiegheay regioa. Open tostudents 
Death aowen, aukGiexs the following Courses of Study: 


1. A Fali Classica! Course of tour years. 
2. A Full Scientifie Course of four ycars. 
3. The following Technical Courses of four 





ears each: (a) Agriculture fp) Natural 
History; (c) Chemistry and yaies ; (d) 
Civil Engineering. 


4. Ashort special Course in Agrteulture. 

5. A short Special Course in Chemistry. 

6. A Classical and Scientific Preparatory 
Course. 


Military dril) is required. ixponess for board and 
inciden very low. Tuition Free. Young ladies 
under of a competent lady Principal, For 


Wea 


pn ey fh a information, address, 
GEO. ATHERTON, 
College, Centre County, Pa.= 


. Biate 








EMPLE Soers LADIES’ CeuEeARY, 
‘Twenty-cighth plieaeban ie Dept id ‘send 
e ear b s for year- 
book, _ Gnas. # Down, A. M., Presid eat. 


Lawrenceville Young Ladies’ Seminary, 


ath, yeat opens Bape tan Pha bak os Klens 
ns Sep e care 
and culture. TSumber limited. Education of mind 
heart and manners thorough. Location unsu 
for heaithtulness, agreeable rural surroundings, and 
general as ness for aime ee nS 
hb) 


EDUCATION: === 


at NG 
0. Class- 

College studies, “np ioe 
tion the best. Ex penses the lowest. rer 


isis pete 8 et Se 2 


OBERLIN Carers oF oo, Under the 











st 
Strin 


College m 
ructors 
nia cte, Class Class 
eu Vate lessons, as preferred. OBERLIN |=: 
__ Prov. F, B. RICH, Director, 


RUTGERS COLLEGE. 


fone een’s College” in 1770.) 
New Se NJ hour fr. N. York, Py R. R. 


Year begins (ceaminations for admission) "Sept. 20, 1882. 

A thoroughly equipped College. Seventeensuc- 
cessful professors; no inexperienced tutors. 
Requirements for adini ission, those of the best New 


England colleges. Classical course, full amd thorough. 
Honorsin the ——— contests. Bestmethods. 
Full illustrative collections of coins, photographs, 


plans, etc. Ample provision for electives, with 
prescribed work, in Junior and Senior ears, 
The Scientific Department is by actof Legis. 


lature the “‘ State College to promote icultureand 
the Mechanic Arts.” Ample Cae onstant field- 
a eee in surveying anc neerin: In ¢ stry, 
sborators work for each student, with full appara- 
tus; independent research by studentsis encou 
Graduates uniformly secure profitable positions in 
professional scientific work. 
For full information, address Sec’ ft pe College, 
i EpWARDS GATES, PH.D., President. 


TEACHER'S LIBRARY | . 


Nine besten, “Incindinn Bible Dictionary, gy eon 
tary on Mark, C ompendinin of Leaching, ete. ; 








worth ie. tg 98. 50 each, Pye 0c. each; whole nine. 
80c. DAVLD C. COOK, 46 Adams St., Chicago. 





EOUCATIONAL. 


“SHORTWAND fi2t°y 200,70 gcemcnmpea 


CRANVICAT 3 INST 
7 SBS. Thirteenth St, 
Re-opened Sept, 1ith. itn. J. W. FAURES, D.D., Principal. 





CHESTNUT ST. SEMINARY for Youn 
eS ee 1707 Chestnut St. Phila Pan 
re-open Oct. 2. Miss M. B. Cochran, Principal. 


























pave . Taper arti COLLEGE, Mechanica 
REV. TP. WOR, ARC. President. 
~ West Chestnut Street Institute. 
“ Home School for Young Ladies. Tenth begins 
Sept. 19, 1882, at 4085 Chestnut Street, West Phila. 
MRS, J. capene ARDUS, Principal. 
I )ITTENHOUSE ACADEM 
N. E, corner Lo ay ng and Highteenth Sta.. Phila, 
Thorough p' sae comes —_ business. Pri- 
mary classes for you be Solel 
De B. K. L Wid. Ah A. M., Prine 
Gannett Institute Fog Younes Lndt Indies 
For catal and ctr Ae 
NETT, A.M.,, ao Chester 8a Sq., Bos Boston, Mass. 
Morgan “Park mite Academy 
School for ors. ‘or 
Cabege. Setens Sclentide Sage or Busi to Capt. 
Cook County, le for catalogue. ae 
Will resume ber 13, For circulars 
WP. EY, Principal, Norristown, Pi Pa. 
| FRIENDS’ BOARDING 
BOTH SEXES at $225 Den yen eee 
32 miles from N. Y.), oul baila steam heat, 
meve every room. ‘Arena, 1c hy - andG 
Moan oe ay Insti ms, fos calalogua, 62 = ee 
- VASSAR COLLEGE. . 
for women, with Seboois ot Pain: yl and ot Must, and and 
@ preparat Catal 
L, Cabwe we, La, President. 
wo SUHOOL FOR BOYS, 
Locust Strvet, Philadelphia. 
A —-! iy of the Pra — Sag boys will be taban into 
GEORGE F. MARTIN, A. M. _ 
niQB SIRI AND YOUNG LADIES. | 
gan miles 
from Chicago. 7th year session Sept. 
as 3.02 “adress, NATE L BUTLER, A.M., Prin, 


AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 


e term ns 6. 
ae “— Sept. a ow or other 
Clerk of Faculty, Auburn, N. Y¥. 


~ Institute for RGN Re 
elphia. 


Thchewn 
au ag Preparatory Special Meo gw 
pupils limited. Address, Ree gar PLER, A. tiger 


?P ia Military Academy, 


ow en 

2ist year Se ] 

iS. amt yene cpens ptember 18. New 
ibelish, Collegiate, Ghemics! 








compl » Civil in 
gineering conferred, 
THEO. HYATT, President. 


Western Female Seminary, 


ear will commence 6, 1882, ’ 
Tuitlom Fe Fuel, a1 ne 70 annum. Send for 
catalogue to PEABODY, Prin. 


Wells College for {is Ls 











amine 
Mass. Leavenwo' 
school, sera endowed patror 
h teachers and age fitting for any col- 
lege ba tor py offers the v best advantages 
Deserving 1 


at a small ts are gener- 
_ * by oe ean SCHOO! 


x, 
a 
men (i) as ieee feed for Business of College 
ate J. tes: , oh. r years 
fore our Sheard ts 
and pupils fis the value =p training of ane youns. 
Were he to pursue studies in school any longer, we 
should feel t to have him under your instruction 
would be a real blessing to him.” md for circular 
with references, Terms, $400. 


MISS E. ELIZABETH DANA’S 


ENGLISH AND FRENCH BOARDING SCHOOL 


FOR YOUNG LADIES, Morristow: F. J., reo} 
zon 20th. school-rooms an — 
Toten and fd advan 


ive grounds, 
in t. Board and tuition in 
a | Pena Ae Por circnlars ad n Bngifsh 


M0 WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY, 


jog ya, Bg — 








annual 

by Toreral hundred 
to both Sexes. Ladies nider spreial Tin Fig at 
pap mg = Hail, Convervatory of Dlusic, Art depart- 

ent. Preparatory departinent, Normal, Business and 
English and other special courses, together with t! three 
regular college courses, For cotabonte address, 
©. H. PAYNE, President. 


Lake Forest University. 


COLLE®#E—Three courses; open to both sexes. 
ACADE™M ¥—Cilassical and English. Gives the 
best of training for college or business. 


FERRY HALL—Seminary for You Ladies. 
Unsurpassed in beauty and health fulness situation, 
and in extent of advantages offered and thoroughness 
of Tone given. On Lake Michi an. 


13, 1882. 1 
rs (T GREGORY. Lake Forest, mM. 


PARENTS Schoots 


CHOOLS 
the ihe BEST either oy ae eee in 


find prospectuses of 
PINCKNEY’S SCHOOL AND COLLEGE GUIDE. 
A handsomely illustrated volume, sovanes to assist 
selecting schools. At o 








ts in At office, FREE ; 
Pnail, 6c. al cutninenen, aa a niorma 
tion concerning sch ene given ae 


TriB, 


CKNEY’S AGENCY for Boh Schools 
Domestic Building, Broadway and 14th . 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 














THE SUNDAY scHoot wim es. Wh enon 
weekly at the following rates, de postage. 
mem iter Be 
“ 10 to 19 copies: Le 
ig poliow label On ous shows up to what date 





tion, wnless a ts ° 
sauioacriptions will Ag received for any portion of a 
vertantons may be 


be made atany time to a club, at the 
same rate ps which the os as fret formed. would be 
authorized to subscribe ai additional sub- 
— to expire athe name ¢ me with mare 
0) 
for the time of their su 


ons. 
ts e pa tor a club, whether ina AB my 4 ne 
the be vaiscontinned at the expiration of the 
su n. 

an 


bers asking to have the direction of a paper 
should be careful to name not only the post- 


office fo which ee ee but also the one to 
which it has been sen addresses should include 
both cour a 


papers have heretofore been sen 

jubsoribers wishing to introduce The _ to omer 
triends, can have specimen copies sent free trom this 
office to any address. 


rus Week Me my 4 ON LEAF. A separate leaf 


100 copies, ron nth. 2 
$ ONG JOBE. cee sons cosccsnvecegoesccocccescce 7.2 
than {00 cnpies at same rai. Orders not taken 
tor less than one calendar month, 





THE SCHOLARS: QUARTERLY. Contains the 

Lessons for three with colored map. beautiful 
ares, ADB 

100 00 

Single copT, one year ( 





Aad VESTION LEAF. AF. A separate leaffor each 
a9 Printed on writing 


9 ay requiring 
J anowers to questions & on the leseo: 
4 copies, one — 


.60 
Less than 100 copies at same — aT te taken 
for less than one calendar m 


GREAT BRITAIN. ial 
London, oon fe wil Ne! os ones Sun ony Beboo! 





ld by ‘all the 
80 
AS also The Pichelars’ Quat Quarterly, ail tourpence. 
ADVERTISING RATES, 
oa unitorm tor ordinary advertisements is 25 
te per agat’ Hive (14 lines to an inch), each inser- 
fon, whether for one time or more. excepting for the 
mouths of November and December. ring these 
months there being a | extra circulation, ther 
& pressure of adv: ng matter for its columns, 
the rate will be 40 cents a line, Advertise. 
y 


rate for th 
The rate for R eee oe yor 
in the Business Department wil! be $1. pet 
ne insertion, and for 8; oO (solid 
“Satire one per line lot each taneetion at any season. 
concerning Suvscriptions or Advertisements 


mooOHN D WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


FANCY WORK sic? Pattorns tor artistic Needle 








Outline, Persian, Tent, Star, Satin and Feather St é 
etc. etc, Price, 36c,, or orth inreoarnt stamps; 4 Books, $1. 
WORSTED CROSS-STITCH PATTERNS. 

BOOK of 100 Patterns for Worsted Work,etc. Bor 
, Corners, Flowers, Birds, A 
Stork, Deer, Roses, 
oks. %1, ‘are Tidy Patterns. 
8 Three-Cent 


Fs ply Price, 2 ote.’; 
Ce, Bpreint in r.~—Alli for z 
GA Lynn, nn Box 8... 


- MORGAN & HEADLY, 


ee ee 


Diamonds 


N. W. cor. Tenth and Chestnut Sts., Philadeiphia, 
apucme may 1 Avenel 
mounted 
1 
po ES 


Goods SENT YOR SELBCTION or uae or 
BEY ERENCE. 


Vou Uilnatian “atte Base “ealted'te the “morte 4 





we woul t new ask: HAVE YOU TRIEDIT? 
It is the BEST and QUICKEST 


CLEANER AND POLISHER IN THE WORLD 


of NICKEL, SILVER WARE, 


PLATE GLASS AND SHOW CASES. 
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS, 
____ MP FPOR SALE EVERYWHERE"@ 


MAKE HENS LAY. 


lish Veter.nary Su m and Oh: 


this country, says most of the the Hore 
here are wo trash. Hesays 


con lone vi uable. eer 
Bes Wega ioe sey 
Pewdoers. Pose, 

everywhere, or sent by mail for t 

INEQc atau 


ENC! INES=« 


Tum AULTMAN & ise. ‘Od. Manshela 













How to Introduce 
The Sunday School Times to Friends. 


FILL THIS OUT AND MAIL IT. 








Joun D. WatTrT Les, 725 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 


A reader of The Sunday School Times would like to have the person named below receive 
the paper for three ame oy 


to your offer.) Gar 


ad ty—D V 
(AE ¢~ ; orev Vit 
ji De | 


Ct and encloses "Af 50 cents to pay,for the same, accor 





Wa 


(This blank for use only by American subscribers.) 








:|/BEATTY'S PARLOR ORGANS. 


Suitable for the Parlor, Chapel, Lodge, Church, or Sabbath School. 





Have you purchased a Parlor Organ? If so, does it contain an Octave 
Coupler, which is very useful and doubles the power of the instrument ? 
Has it a Sub-Bass, Vox Celeste, French Horn? Does it contain 10 full 

sets Golden Tongue reeds, 27 stops, and did you pay more than $90 for it? 
“lif so, you have been deceived. Have you purchased a Piano-forte? If not, 
write for information as to the enormous profits on them before buying. 


Illustrated C.talogue sent free. Address or call upon 
DANIEL F. BEATTY, Washington, New Jersey. 





os 


PROVIDENT 
LIFE AND TRUST co. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Third Mo. 22, 1865. 
Exceedingly low death-rate. Simple, intelligible, untechnicul form of poli Liberali y apa 
accommodation to policy-holders. Conservative management. Strict b ness meth 
GENTLEMEN OF ADDRESS AND INTELLIGENCE WANTED TO ACTAS T igs Apply to the Company. 












A MEW TREATMENT icine 


ACTS DIRE RECTLY iat Repeat verve en eran cnntren 
HAS Errectel REMARKABLE CURES, which are 


atte’ 
SED BY Rt Roy. John J. Keane, of 
or Wn D. Retiey 8 Arti oy other who 
an Ww e Te 
ORSED: “ We have the meet unequivocal 
rom many persons of h 
and intell Merence. "Lutheran Observer, “The 
tained by this new treatment seem more like miracles than cases 
fon ed a. P “There is no doubt as to fo the genuine- 
EATER t."—Boston Journal of 
Tie. TOEN RON. STREA MENT contains two months’ supply, 
wit n bane yi and full dieAone or Lg the Saal 
Hey 14 rd of most Scabies cures. erie for it. Address 


ADMINISTERED RV INHALATION. soc anDiti STARKEY &PALEN.. 
























THE UNITED STATES MAIL 
DREARY SEED STORE wavso00 


It is manifest that from GOOD SREDS 
ONLY can Good Vegetables be obtained 
The character of LANDRETH’S SEEDS 
tai has been substantiated 
ey are the STANDARD for Quality. Over 
1500 acres in Garden Seed Crops under our own 
Founded 178 nim “cultivation. Ask your Storekeeper for them in original sealed 


eard for pri and Catal Address 
ANID t argpee eee * SONS D1 and 238 Sith Streat. Philadelphia. 










ano GRAZING LANDS are rouno on 


ww MINNESOTA, DAKOTA, 


BIG CROP AGAIN IN 1881 


MENT; REDUCED FARE AND FREIGHT TO SETTLERS. 


eT Will 


we Northern Pacific R.R. 


ano MONTANA, 


Low PRices ; LONG TIME; REBATE FOR IMPROVE- 





For FULL INFORMATION, ADDRESS 
HERMANN TROTT, Gen. Land Act. 
MENTION THIS PAPER. Sr. Paut, MINN. 
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FARM MACHINE 
Sellows Pain. Vi. 
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WORTH REPEATING. 


THE TEARS OF ISIS. 

[Frances L. Mace in The Atiantic.] 
When Isis, by her mother love oppressed, 
Held wounded Horus to her goddess heart, 
Each tear that touched the sympathetic earth 
To some rich, aromatic herb gave birth. 





Such healing sprang from her celestial pain, 
Mortals no longer seek relief in vain ; 

Otten as spring awakes the slumbering years, 
In woods and meadows blossom Isis’ tears. 


O goddess of the starry lotus bloom, 

Thou did’st foreshadow many a lonely doom,— 
Thy sorrow by divinest alchemy 

Could comfort others : who could comfort thee? 





IN TIME OF DROUGHT. 
(From Steps in the Paths of Righteousness, by E.R.C.] 


One of the difficulties which meet us in 
any attempts to a more lively interest in 
spiritual things in time of drought is the 
utter incapacity of realization. Our creed 
seems a dream, the great objects of our love 
and desire melt away into vague shadows ; 
there is nothing vivid. nothing tangible 
in our faith. God is to us a name; we 
are conscious of having felt a leyal "and 
enthusiastic worship for him in the 
but now we can only say that we have 
worshiped, and that we know we were 
right in so doing, but “ our souls are dried 
away.” We feel no life, no stirring of the 
emotions at the Name which has often 
held such divine comfort and inspiration 
for us. We look within, and wonder it 
“this cold clay clod was man’s heart.” 

We think of our Jesus, whom we have 
loved with such deep and tender devotion, 
and we find our conception of him blurred, 
our realization of him faint, and passing 
away. Was it a dream that we loved? 
Have we been worshiping an ideal? So 
it seems to us, and no call upon our hearts 
is able to arouse a sense of reality within 
them. This difficulty of realization is 
often greatly helped by changing one’s 
position, and looking at some other part 
of the great truths of our religion. If our 
eves. are strained steadily upon any one 
spot, it will grow more and more vague 
and blurred. The outline will become 
indistinct, the form will fade away until 
there is nothin left before our aching eyes 
but shadows. If we repeat one word over 
and over n, we will find that it gradu- 
ally loses meaning, till at last we won- 
der what strange jumble of letters we are 
muttering. 

And so rit may be with our religion. We 
may dwell upon a certain side of truth, we 
may ponder upon one of the many elements 
of the character of Jesus Christ, we may 
study one phase of bis life until the reality 
seems to die out of it, 

For the time we have exhausted our 
power of thought on this part of God’s 
revelation, and if we try to force our mind 
to work on in the same track the outline 
grows blurred, we lose our hold on it, and 
reality becomes a dream. If, then, we feel 
the numbness of this want of realization 
stealing upon us, if we have studied the 
death of Jesus until we feel that our hearts 
are becoming callous to his sufferings, let 
us for the moment shut off from our minds 
this blessed portion of his work for us, 
and turn our thoughts upon his life; or, if 
we have grown accustomed to call him by 
any one of his many names until the.word 
grows to lose its meaning and does not 
convey the fulness of its significance, let 
us set it aside for a while and call him in 
our hearts by another. Let us ring the 
changes upon the dear and well-known 
scenes of his earthly life, upon the tender, 
significant names which he has given us 
by which to call him, upon the many per- 
fect attributes of his divine and o— 
character. We will often find this sim 
remedy sufficient to bring out in fresh Rie 
and vivid colors the seemingly dead vege- 
tation of our soul-gardens. 

What is needed at such times is the 
gathering of whatever small resources of 
devotion the soul may yet hide within it, 
and the pouring forth in one concentrated 
effort of the few drops of religious feel 
and true worship which we can comm 

A concentration of thought, be it only 
for five minutes; a real prayer—be it no 
longer than the full and realized exclama- 
tion, “Our Father!”—these are worth 
hours of wandering, unfruiiful attempts at 
meditation, or many long and rounded 
sentences of an unfelt and unnaturally 
forced prayer. in, then, when the soul 
is away, with a short, concentrated 
effort ; say, if om can even feel this much, 

“ Lord Jesus, I thirst;” and the promise 
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will gradually be fulfilled, “I wiil pour 
water upon him that is thirsty, and floods 
upon the d ound,” 

Another help in time of dryness is the 
effort, by God’s help, to do right; to keep 
ourselves true and our lives pure, no mat- 
ter how joyless our religion may be. This 
will not mias its reward, but we will little 
by little find the comfort of “ having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience.” 

Again, that remedy in so many of the diffi- 
culties and temptations in our Christian 
life, work for others, will help bring down 
the wished-for rain upon our parched 
hearts. “He that watereth shall also be 
watered himself.” The earnest effort to 
benefit the souls of our neighbors will re- 
sult surely, and by God’s promise, in good 
to ourselves. Let us not infect others with 
our dryness, but in sympathetic, self-sacri- 
ficing help to theta, we shall find that not 
only their cisterns, but our own, shall be 
filled with water! 





DEATH AND BURIAL AMONG 
THE CHINESE. 


[¥rom Temple Bar. ] 


Even to the poor Chinaman death must 
come at last, even though there is no paper 
in Canton, so far as we know, to furnish a 
notice of his life and death, and to publish 
an abstract of his will, as is the case in 
more civilized countries. To him it comes 
armed with few terrors, so long as he leaves 
behind him male offspring to make the 
prescribed offering at his tomb. We have 
7 by — a Chinese Rng nether 
and though the dying man might “ prattle 
o’ green fields,” aot fancy himself once 
more surrounded by his friends amidst the 
peach groves of Hiang Shan, whilst his 
frail body was tossing on the stormy waves 
of the Indian Ocean, yet there was no 
sign of dread with regard to the future 
that awaited him. But there, far out at 
sea, there was no opportunity for witness- 
ing the ritual of death. But one brief 
hour after the eye has glazed, and the jaw 
has fallen, the canvass-shrouded and 
shotted corpse takes its last plunge into 
the blue ocean depths, without a prayer, 
without a rite, save the few cash sprinkled 
by rg remaining comrades over his watery 
tomb. 

On shore a very different spectacle is 
presented. As the last hour draws near, 
the relatives wander round the house with 
cries, the gong is incessantly beaten, and 
packet after packet of fire-crackers gives 
out its short, sharp series of detonations, 
sounding like irregular platoon firing, to 
frighten away the evil spirits supposed to 
be watching round the house, to seize the 
departing soul. Whilst within, upon the 
filming eye the smoke of the ever-burning 
incense mingles with death’s gray shadow. 
The eye is closed, the spirit has departed, 
and now every door and window is flung 
wide open, and the “ keen” rises wildly to 
recall the wandering guest to its deserted 
tenement. And now the death is an- 
nounced to all the relatives; the door is 
hung with white drapery, ind down each 
lintel hangs a scroll of white on which 
appear funeral inscriptions in blue. Large 
blue and white lanterns are hung on either 
side the entrance, and probably a bamboo 
portico thatched with matting is erected 
to preserve lanterns, inscriptions, and gar- 
lands from the weather. Should it be a 
parent who has passed away, two figures 
of the stork, the emblem of longevity, 
appear amid the decorations. The rela- 
tives of the deceased, robed in white, 
and with white clothes bound about 
their heads, now go in procession to the 
nearest spring or river; before them is 
cienuned the nearest heir of the deceased, 
wearing a white veil, showing signs of the 
deepest affliction, and bearing in his hands 
a bowl in which are two copper coins, 
whose united value is about half a farthing. 
This company, uttering the most dismal 
howls, and having in its train musicians 
whose performances are scarcely less dole- 
ful, has gone to purchase water to wash 
the dead. This ceremony having been 
performed, the body is dressed as in life, 
and placed in ifs coffin, which has pre- 
viously been half-filled with quick lime. 
The lid is then put on, and cemented down, 
the whole of it being afterwards highly 
polished, and the name of the deceased 
inscribed upon it. 

The coffin, it may be as well to remark, 
is not a slight shell like those in use 
amongst us, but is either a hollowed tree 
or made in the form of one—thesides being 
rounded, and five or six inches in thick- 
ness. They are formed of very hard and 
costly woods, reaching occasionally the 
price of £500. A handsome coffin is 





considered as le a bi t 
as a son can antebe athe aoleotne 
so given are often preserved unused for 


ears, 

. The coffin having been closed, it is cov- 
ered with a white cloth, and watched for 
twenty-one days. During this period a 


small red board with the names of the leo 


deceased in raised gilt letters, standing on 
a pedestal, and having an cpening in the 
back, stands near the corpse, and is the 
object of a species of worship. It is called 
the ancestral tablet, and the hole in the 
back of it is intended to give admission to 
the spirit which is supposed to inhabit it. 
Should the family possess no available 
burial ground, a diviner is consulted to 
choose some lucky spot for a tomb, which 
must be outside a town, and generally at 


some distance from it, a favorite spot being | | 


on the slope of a hill overlooking water. 
The tombs are formed in the shape of a 
horseshoe, consisting of a fiat platform 
under which the body is laid, surrounded 
by a raised wall, in the centre of which a 
stone is placed, bearing a copy of the in- 
scription on the ancestral tablet. Of 
course the degree of ornament about the 
tomb depends in great measure on the 
rank and wealth of the deceased. 



















SIAVAN: 






The Language of Disease is Pain. Respond 
to it wisely by reinforcing nature. An admirable 
preparat on forthis purpose is TARRANT’S SELTZER 
APERIENT. It expels all acrid matter from the 
bowels, r lates the liver, braces the nerves, strength- 
ens the digestive organs. dissipates unwholesome 
humors, cools the blood, and pu's the whole machi- 
nery ot the system in ¢ood working order without 
irritating any of the delicate internal branes. 





HOOK & HASTINGS, 


BOSTON, + 
Builders of the Grand Organs in mont Temple 
Boston ; Plymouth Church, Brooklyn; Hall, 
Cincinnati: Church of the Holy Communion, Phila-. 
delphia; and of nearly 1,100 : 


CHURCH ORGANS 


ot country. We invite attention to 
our new styles ot PARLOR ORGANS, at from $506 to 
and upwards. 


ON er pe ny 


d specifications furnished on application. 
Reonnd-hand Organs tor sale at low prices. 


Ghurch Organs. 


HUTCHINGS, PLAISTED, & CO., 


Cor. of Cambridge and No Greve Sts., 
Boston, M. 


m, Mass. 

Builders of the in the “New OLp Souts” 
CHURCH, nD, RIST RCH, Baltimore, St. 
PETER’S, Philadelphia, ALL SaAINTs’, Worcester, 
Mass., FAIRBANKS MEMORIAL CHURCH. St. Johns 
burg, Vt.,and many others. Send for cireniars. 











SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS. 
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ING: 
1S PURE, STRONG AND RELIABLE, 











IRES’ IMPROVED ROOT BEER 
25c. Package makes 5 gallons of a de- 
Itcious, wholesome, sparkling Temperance bever- 
age. Ask your druggist, or sent by. mail for 25¢. 
>. E. HIRES, 48 N. Dela. Ave,, Philadelphia, Pa 


GQRATEFUL—COMFORTING. 


EPPS’S COCOA 


BREAKFAST. 

” a thorough knowledge of the natural laws 
which govern the operations of tion and nutri- 
tion, and by acareful aoqaten of the fine properties 
of well-selected cocoa, Mr. Epos provided our 
break fast-tables with a delicately flavored beve 
which save us many heavy doctors’ bills. It 
by the judicious use of such articles of diet that a con- 
stitution may be gradually built up until stro’ vr 
to resist every tende: to disease. Ho-2 of su 
tle maladies are floating around us ready to attack 
wherever there is a weak point. We ae, escape 
mony a ——- by keeping Ss = fortified 

ood and a properly nourished frame.”— 
Civil Rorvice Gazette. 

me oe at water or milk Sold in 
tins only (44-D. and B.) labeled 
James Epps & Co., Homcopathic Chemisis, 

London, Engiand. 


ON ONE LEAF. 


An Order of Service. 
Opening Hymns. 
A Quarterly Review. 


A Responsive Review Exercise. 


The above are taken from The Scholars’ 
Quarterly for the present quarter, and are 
printed on one leaf. They can ve used in 
any school. Price, 75 cents per hundred 
copies. Sent by mail without cost of post- 
age to the purchaser. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Pablisher, 
725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 











GEO. H. RYDER & CO., 


BUILDERS OF 


CHURCH ORCANS 
Ot Superior Quality and at All Prices. 
for EXCELLENCE established. Send or 


2055 Washington Street. Boston. 
AUTOMATIC CABINET. Plays any Tune. 


ORGANS-~ $5. 









Musical Wonder Catalogue 
Tierbnch Orzanina Co.. 8U8 bert St. 


SUPERIORITY PROVED ° 
THE SIMPLEST - pal ——_ ae © THE | 











Perfect in every particu 


1 
NEW HOME SEWING MACHINE CO., 
30 Union Square, N. Y. 


ar. 200,000 soid yearly. 














Sam 5 and a 36 pamph 
ules and Designs for Knitting Silk Stocki littens, 
Money Purses, Babies’ Caps, Laces, ete., will mailed to 
any address on receipt of 6 cts. in postage stamps or money. 


THE BRAINERD > ARMSTRONG CQp vy. 
BALL'S HEALTH PRESERVING 


Is made Pertectly Adjustable 
to any form by @ new and novel 
arrangement in construction, 
and is the most COM FORT A. 
BLE and PERFECT FiTtT- 
TING corset known. 

Is Approved by the Best 


Physicians, 
For sale by ali leading dealers 
xt PRICE BY MAIL, $1 50 
ot Lady Agents wanted. 
Wanner oR Manufactured by 
MONEY REFUNDED Foy. ARMS Nh e- 
¢ WARNER BROTHERS 


CORALINE CORSETS. 



















The superiority 
of Coraline over horn or 
wf whalebone has induced 
us to use it in all our 
leading Corsets. 


$10 REWARD 
will be paid for any cor- 
set in which the Cora- 
line breaks with sir 
months ordinary wear. 

ice by mail, W. B. 

(contill), $2.50; Abdomd 
nal, $2.00; Health or 
Nursing, $1.50; Coraline 
or Flexible Hip, $1.25 
Misses’, $1.00. 

For sale by leading 
merchants. 

Beware of worthless 
fmitations boned witls 
cord. 






WsRwen BRO’E,, 87° Bernie WV 


Establisned 1853. 
KEYSTONE SLATE AND SOAPSTONE WORKA 


SLATE MAWTELS | 


Of the Latest and most beautiful 





, apd al! other Slate acd 


Work on haod of made to order, JOS. 8. 
bd Manufactarers. Office and Salesroom : - 40 Ridge 
venue, Factor’ (211 & 1218 Spring Garden St. Pt’ “a 
Send /:> . cocovated Cainleves and Prise & 








CHURCH FURNITURE. 


a pe _ 
Medal of Honor 
Awarded by the United States Commissioners to 


PAINE'S MANUFACTORY, 


48 Canal and 141 Friend Sts., 
Boston, Mass. 
PRICES: $30, 35, 45, 65, 75, 85, 90, 105, 125 to 
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SHAW, APPLIN & CO., 
Parlor, Church and Lodge Furniture 


27 Sudbury Street, Boston, Mass. 


CHURCH FURNITURE. $. &. BANNERS. 


R. GKISLER, 127 Minton Place (W *th St,), WY. 
















FRINK’S Reflectors 

the Moat werful, fe 
Cheapest and the Best lane known 
er oem. Show indows, 
riors, Banks, Offices, Picture Galler- 





hes and : 
eet IN K. tb) Peart St, WY. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNERS 


Wade of Merino and Silk, New and Beautiful Designs, 





from $1.50 to $10.00. 
CLA CE A. HART . 
138 NogtTH THIRD STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
Send tor illustrated price-list. 





ARTISTIC 
SILK BANNERS 


FOR SUNDAY-SCH OOLS. 


Send tol.&@RLAMB, 
59 Carmine Street, New York 
FOR FANTD ROOK 


A FREE SAMPLE 


OF THE 


COLORED DESIGNS 


ILLUSTRATING THE INTERNATIONAL 
SERIES S.S.LESSONS 

















| TO ANY SUNDAY SCHOOL 
US HiS NAME 
NAME OF 


HIS SCHOOL 


alplerara~ail lie 
VUUNOKOOS AND 


per 
Seat Co.. 24 Wash) 
Roaton. Sold by noe. 








SNVALID OHAIR WORKS, New Maven 





Church LIGHT. 
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The New Terms to Clubs. 


GOOD NEWS =» CLUBS.—Hereafter, when requested to do so, we shall send Oe poms for a club to the separate individual addresses of its members, 


instead of in packages as heretofore. 
of distributing them. 
matter from one 


This will relieve Oo pee gets up a club of 
It is intended that the papers for a club shall all go to one post-office ; 
fro and others of the sAME scHOOL get theirs from another 

subscription rates are as follows :—From one to four copies, $2.00 each; from five to nine copies, $1. 
copies or over, $1.00 each. To the person w 


FOR THE SMALLER SCHOO A New Plan.—To put the 


few teachers, are shut out from the 
give to such schools the benefit of 

ow rate of one dollar per copy a year. 
to such school shall be $1.00 per 


ibility of forming 


large clubs, we now 


e school. 


, the ers will be sent to 


task of taking the papers from the 
however, a portion o ‘actu 
two or more offices, if desi The 


post-office. each week, and 


each ; from ten to nineteen copies, $1.25 each ; twenty 
succeeds in forming, at these regular club rates, a club of either grade, we will send one additional copy free. 


per within the reach of the smaller schools, which, on account of having but 


and therefore need but one paper, such teachers may be counted as ONE in making up the number for a club. 


If a school is ke 


pt open during only a portion of the , the 
instance, a school has but five teachers, it will « cost onl $1.25 to. supply 


ers can be ordered for three months or more at the same proportionate 
em all with The Sunday School Times every week for three months,—or only $2.50 


opt a plan which we believe will meet the approval of all subscribers, as it will 
very lowest rate. According to the regular terms, a club of twenty subscribers or over is 
e new plan, however, provides that when the entire force of teachers in any school is 
: copy, on condition that the order for the 
copies ordered in the club is not less than the full number of teachers in 


uired, in order to secure the 
than twenty, the club rate 


pers be accompanied by a statement from the superintendent that the number ot 
When two or more of the -teachers of any school belong to the same family, 


7 rate. If, for 


for six months. Surely no teacher will wish to do without the help that this paper gives, when it can be had at so small a cost. 


SPECIMEN COPIES FREE.—To help in the forming of clubs, we make the foll 


offer: Upon the request of the pastor, superintendent, or any 


owin 
teacher of a Sunday-school in which The Sunday School Times has not been generally ns we will send, free of charge, as many specimen copies of the 


paper as may be needed for the entire force of teachers. This will give the teachers of a school an opportunity to give the paper a trial, and yet put them 
under no obligation to continue taking it. 


JOHN D. 





WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut Street, 





SHOPPING BY MAIL, 

Out-of-town people who cannot con- 
veniently travel may have samples sent 
them of Dry Goods and all other goods 
that we sell, if they will write us. No 
charge and no need to order if not 
suited. We make it a business to attend 
to such letters quickly ; and when orders 
come we send the exact article wanted, 
and at exactly same price as other cus- 
tomers pay when here buying in person. 
When goods are not as ordered we take 
- them back. Having trained and re- 
sponsible clerks, who are able to use 
discretion in filling orders, we are en- 
abled to give great satisfaction to the 
many customers WHO LEAVE THE CHOICE 
ro us, With a reputation of twenty 
years at retailing, we cannot afford to 
lose our good name by lack of proper 
service to absent customers. Write 
plainly and describe fully what is 
wanted and. about the price desired, 
SEND FOR NEW CATALOGUE, 

Address, 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 


Thirteenth and Market and Chestnut, Philadelphia, Pa. 
MEDINA’S 
LISBON WAVE. 
is 
tat the cheapest inthe 
end, as it never gets 
out ot curl. one 


oe kd 

Bie: & 

ay 

‘Ladies and Gent’ Wigs at Reduced Prices, 


aay addreas in the United States. ‘Send tor clrcular.” 


JOHN MEDINA, 
Washington Aivect (cor Buminek), Boston, Mana 


is the cheapest Lesson Leaf in use, 


LESSON LEAVES. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF furnishes each Sunday’s lesson on a separate sheet by 
itself, with questions, notes, home readings, marginal references, etc. The leaves for each 
month are sent by mail in ample time for distribution. The price is $7.20 per hundred copies a 
year, or 60 cents a month, and the same proportionate rate for larger or smaller quantities. Con- 
sidering the amount of paper and printing farnished, and the care given to its preparation, this 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 





at less than 5c. each until October Ist. 


, sacrifice durability or quality. In point of fact, our 


logue of the whole. 


1 Jessica's First Prayer. 4 Ministering Children Part 
3 The King's Servants. It. i 

8 Dairyman's Daughter, 45 Nettie’s Mission ; 

4 Whiter Than snow; ‘Little Margery. 

6 Alone in London (Dot. | 46 Margery’s City Home. 

6 Children of Cloverly. 47 The Poor Clerk. 

1 Little Bessie; French Bessie | 48 Pilgrim Street. 

8 The Giant-Killer 49 Silver Sands. 

9 Ureula’s Girlhood 8 King Jack of Haylands. 

” Gp; Little Meg’s Onil- | 51 Lic Browe Girl. (Lett 
1l Newlyn Hi . (dren. | 52 Tom Green; The Tinker’s 
tg Tom Gillies. 53 Mr. Henderson's Failure. 
13 What is her Name, o rere, Segoe Le | — 
4 Wittie’s Money -iox, ow ju tton: 
H er: 4 86 Sadie’s Summer (Marched 


16 Sunbeam Surette. ST vugalda’s Trials and Tri- 
17 Kose, Robin and Little May. 





58 Joyoe Hi . {umphas. 

WA Strings. 5® Fireside Talks on Genesis. 
» of the Great King. 2 Seed ae (Partl 
90 Nellie’s Dark Days. mpest 
2 te - $9 Ernes Mission . 
2 A Double 63 Glimpses of 
28 Gutta Perohs 3s an a 

4 My Hrother and I. ‘en in| 
: M Grant. 66 Two Sisters ntle Mage. 

Coming to the Light. ee s Journal. 





Work and Tl Praex for 
Si Time Wih T2 Lyman, 
is Sac uines Te Florenee, 
inten 
“4 neseuea 4 1S Willing Workers. 


16 A Common p'ace Giri. 
ramer's School- 
tte 


from Eerpt. 
36 Through the Needle's Bye. 
36 Peter the sang 





200 or more, 4 
LIBRARY 





Bible Dictionary, 10c, 


encycl of BO Tati and 
pots pA pe TAY 
of words eal meantn 





keeping track of books wanted, books taken, and 


y, Co 





including Bible Dict 
over og Teachers’ Bible, most com, 
, THREE 25c. packages for 260. 


Little] 86 


| 8 of the Royal Guard, 
» oil 





Hi Mrs. Deter Dall Boy. H Hes ‘a Vi 2. _— 
Saas oe nee | eee “lt 
41 Silver Keys $1 Sadie’s School Life. 

i Sieindieatitetnan 15 Eun Sas rena 


Enormous Saving to Schools. 
5c. $. $. LIBRARIE 





The enormons expense of the Sunday-school 
library a thing of the past. $2 to $3 now buys 
® Sunday school library which before cost $40 
& to $65. The largest and bestof Library Books 


First fifty-two reprints of the best books written. Selections from 
over 1,000 volumes—original prices varying from 60c. to $2.15; the whole fifty-two books originally cost- 
ing $57.45, averaging $1.10 each. Volumes from No. 52 to No. 104, written expressly for us, by the best 
Sunday-schoo!l writers. Above 104 partly new and partly reprints. In printing so cheaply we do not 
cheap books will outlast the expensive ones. Being 
wire-stitched, the leaves can not come out,unless torn out. The limp covers preserve the books better 
than the heavy board covers of the ordinary books. Being flexible they can be bent back, folded over, 
or even rolled without injury, making them almost Indestructible. Every book thoroughly sound and 
evangelical, but nothing sectarian or partisan. Each book numbered and containing descr! 


CATALOGU EB. 


ptive cata- 


8&4 Memoirs of a Mirror. 


197 Grandmother Dear. 
128 Jennie’s Geranium. 
129 The Brewer's Faimity. 


180 Siduey Gra: 
3 Margery Kramer im the} 131 Frogale’s Little Brother. 
.} 139 Jessie's Strugs'es. 
133 Dot and ‘er Treasures. 


Life at Willowville. 134 Jessi Dyson ; John Worth. 


95 Fred and His Friends. 185 Faith Hayne 
96 The Young Housekeeper 136 Scamp and I. 
$7 At Elim. 137 Caleb Deane’s Clock, and 
98 Clear the Way. ether stor! 
99 Faith Ohristie’s Bxperi-} 138 Black Bob: Scrub, the 
100 Margery im the South. 139 Millereen Peele 

e \. . 
101 Berkoetbearing. 140 Duties and Duties. 
102 A Rough Voyage. 141 The Curse of Teifourd. 
Ms G of the Edimgtons.| 142 The Scathed and Saved. 
1% Tom, and Harry 143 Castle Williams; or, the 
106 More than Conquerers Children’s War on 
106 Sought and Saved 
p= Liene! ire Vietory.| 144 Ruth and her Friends. 


History of a Threepenny] 145 Old Bill's Good Angel. 
: m 46 Mabel’s 


Cup. 
fim's Troubles, 49 Banyan's Pilgrim's Prog- 
13 True te his Colors. —. 
1M The Distilier’s Daughter. | 150 Louis’ School Days. 
118 } om . 15) Bilessom and Blight. 
116 Rachel Noble's Expert-| 152 A Candle Lighted by the 


ence 

117 Doing and Dreaming. 153 Breey. 

118 Mother Herring’s Chicken./ 154 History of a Shilling, Toll, 
—— Home. Trust. 
Our P»lland other stories.) 165 Wee Donald, Chips. 

181 Rachel and the 8. OC. ing a Grave with a 
: reyes 





122 Cobwebs and Cables. 





é 
May. 


Prices, (until October) postpaid, 5 or more books, 6 cents each; 10 or more, 53¢ cents each; 20 or 
more, 53g PBs each; 30 or more, 53¢ cents each; 50 or more, 5 cents each; 100 or more, 4% cents each; 
cents each. After October lat, 40 per cent. advance on account of large investment. 
CHANGE SysTEM.—Simple plan of keeping track of the books, which does away with 
much of the usual machinery, and costs only 1) cents additional. 
take in a volume of the library—which answers to preserve from wear and keep book clean —has on it a 

a d catalogue of books, Mbrary rules, blank for name of member and a simple arrangement for 

hes —_ returned. Sample Book and Envelope, $ cents. 
a Sun -school Teache wary of nine volumes, choicest books for teachers, 
hag cag 4 sw tary, Compendium of Teaching, etc., 10c. each; whole library, 
ete published, Oxford plates, gilt-edge, only $1.30. Rew 
day=school papers in such shape that every home gets 
FIVE papers per week in place of eme, with no extra cost. Also Graded Lessom Helps, with lesson 
songs, old and new tune combination, to sing at sight. DAVID C. COOK, 46 Adams St., Chicago, Dl. 


This is an envelope large enough to 





n w . 
2,000 lete articles ; over 500 columna; 
nearly 10 ts; postal covers, wire- 










© any address, )0c. tpaid. 

wo eight other choice books for Rulinath: 
ool and Christian workers, to- 
getherformingour Teachers Li rary. The 


Binder. 





Philadelphia, Pa. 





$100,000 


Minnesota State 
10-30 4% 2’s. 


We offer the above bonds, and recommend them as 
a safe and desirable investment. 


PRESTON, KEAN & CO., 


Bankers, Chicago. 


DESIRABLE BONDS 





SCHOOL DISTRICT 


From the states of Lowa, Missouri, 

Kansas, Nebraskaand Minxnes 

FOR SALE CHOICE SMALL ISSUES 
* suitable for private investors, al- 


ways on hand. Full information turnihed on appli- 
J 


Radres T. J, CHEW, JR. *5,,2:¢ncn™ 
BEAT I'S Ormams 27 stops 990. Pianos, $297.50. 


Factory running day and night. Cata- 
ogue Address Daniel F. Beatty, Washington, N.J 


PIANOS & 71 oct Pine storined ree SIU 
SPLENDID 9-sTOP 
ORGAN, Stool and Book 

Wavyranted Six years. Send for Cat e 

HORACE WATERS & CO., 826 B’way, N. Y. 


TN 











Banners. 
Fa S. All kinds at lowest prices. Send 
description of just w 


2 i t vou want, 
and we will give estimate. Fine 
silk banner, fringe and pole (plated tips), for $6. Let- 
tering in gold. 


DAVID C. COOK, 46 Adams 8t,, Chicago. 


ia. BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY, 
Be \s of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches, 
Schools, Fire Alarms,Farms, ete, FULL* 












WARKANTED. Catalogue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN 4 TIFT. Cincinnati. O 


WENEELY BELL FOUNDRY. 
m Favorably known to the public since 
21826. Church,Chapel, School, Fire Alarm 
and other bells; also Chimes and Pais. 


MENEELY & CO., WEST TROY, Xi. Y, 














The Autumn number of Vick’s Floral Guide, contain- 
ing a full list of Bulbs for Fall Planting, and Flowers 
for the House, with descriptions of Hyacinths, Tulips, 
Lilies, and all Bulbs and Seeds for Fall Planting in the 

arden, just — and free fo all on application. 

iT 


stomers who ordered bulbs last fall will receive it 
without applying. JAMES VWUCK, Rochester, N.Y. 


THE, DINGEE #, CONARD, CO's 


ES 


SPLENDID POT BLASTS, gpeciall pre- 
| 





ni . ared for House Culture and nter Bloom. 
Revolution ¥ mar <c Cook, elivered safely by mail, postpaid,atall post offices 
cago. 


5 splendid varieties, your choice, all labeled, for $1; 
12 for $2; 19 for $3; 26 for $4; 35 for $5; 75 for 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of The Sunday School Times in good 
$10; $100 for $13. We CIVE a Handsome 
| condition, and have them at hand for reference, should use a binder. We can Present of Cholog and Sw ct ROSES F Free 
: NI | | send by mail, postage paid, a strong, plain binder, for $1.00, or a handsome one, | “Ste DIncEE aaa ee ie 
AL. half leather, for $1.50. These binders have been made expressly for The Sun- | 2". hens Sree, easter Se ee 
0G. 77 Bee 2 \ day School Times, and are of the best manufacture. The papers can be placed fag @gthliny achitr aed bx 1 dor 
aH re | |in the binder week by week, thus keeping the file complete. Address, you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 

| JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. | tierment tw The Auscny Suhent Tlinen 
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The Sunday School Times intends to admit only advertisements that are trustworthy. Should, however, an advertisement o' a party not in good standing be inadvertently inserted, 
the publisher will money that they lose thereby 


refand to subscribers any 





ELA geo Sapam 


ee. 

















